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Happy Birthday!
April 3rd — 16th

3—Larry Carson; Marguerite Etzel; Caran Johnson;
Kai Johnson; Kimberly Lambert; Lindsey Vana;
George Westcott

4—Carl Bengston; Ronald Johnson;
Julie Meyer; Scott Woods

5—Bruce Anderson; Miles Anthony;
Joan Gustafson; Chip Lyman;
Allison Meyer; Sherman Rowland

6—1Joshua Ford; Signe Nelson

7—Bryan Blew; Justin Tigerman

8—Charles Johnson; William Layman; Margaretha
Magnusson; Odlaug Stevenson

9—Judith Blad; Andrew Bodenbender;
Lisa Gorgal; Dianne Hall; Timothy Larsen; Jerry
Moore; Carolyn Rasmussen;
Joshua Saunders

10-Samantha Haynes; Craig Sommers;Carolyn
Thomas; Sara Von Gillern

11-Robert Maxey; Kathryn Meyer

12-Jenifer Chase; Kathryn Crotty;
John Williams

13-Beth Deadmond

14-Heather Johnston; Hermina Lindell; Michael
Malmstead

15-Dina Dolleslager; Scott Ellefritz;
Jacob Leech; Jeanne Meyer;
Thomas Rasmusssen

16-Katherine Cutrer; Benjamin Newcomb; Tasha
Olmstead; Amanda Schroder
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TRINITY CARES!

Worship and Mission Celebration

Sunday, April 17th

One Worship from 9:30—11:00 am

Fellowship 1/2 hour before and after worship
Holy communion celebrated

Trinity Choir and Praise Ensemble

. Installation of New Ministry Leaders

The Good News presented in amazing ways, through:

*  Youth
* Membercare ministry team, and
*  Worship and learning ministry teams!

Learn more about:

* The Trinity Transition Team — preparing for a senior

Pastor call committee
e Stewardship challenges and opportunities

DON'T MISS THIS SPECIAL WORSHIP!

MISSION STATEMENT OF TRINITY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH - ELCA

Pastor Joel Bexell

Praise God - Serve Christ - Love One Another
Pastor Laura Koppenhoefer Pastor Chris Meyer
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The Next Two Sundays at Trinity
Sunday services at 8:30 am and 11:00 am

April 3rd, 2005 The Second Sunday of Easter
GOSPEL: John 20:19-31
In the waters of baptism, God raises us up in Jesus and gives us life that endures. Though we do not see
him in the flesh, he continues to reveal himself to us in the breaking of the bread, our foretaste of the feast
to come. Day by day, we pray that God would strengthen our faith, so that we who have not seen Christ
Jesus may truly confess him as our Lord and God.

April 10th, 2005 The Third Sunday of Easter
GOSPEL: Luke 24:13-35
The church gathers in the power of the risen Lord. Here in this assembly made holy by its consecration in
baptism, Christ opens the scriptures and reveals himself to us. Gathered at his table as the bread is broken,
we see that his life has been broken for us, so that our broken lives might be healed. From the table of the
word and the table of the eucharist, Christ feeds us with his love and abundant mercy.

Page 11

Sunday School Class of the Month
The 7th and 8th Grade Class is the class of the month.
Please worship together at the 11:00 service on April

24th.

Hints to Encourage Children at Worship
At worship show children the prayer request cards in
the pew rack in front of them. Invite them to submit a
prayer request.

Connections: LYO News

LYO Wednesdays
7:30—9:00 pm
LYO room

Call Bob Simmons at 309-658-2022 for more
information!

Up ‘N Adam, Eve
Wednesday, April 6" at 8:30 AM
Elise Schilb
Medical Mission Experiences in Nepal

Tickets $3.00
available March 27" and April 3 In Founders Hall

Or call either Julie at 762-3624
or Al at 762-1734

Praise Ensemble

Praise Ensemble rehearsals will now be at 6:30 p.m. on
a regular basis, as we have been doing during Lent.
The exception, of course, will continue to be First
Tuesdays, when rehearsal starts at 6:00.

APRIL 10 IS MISSION SUNDAY AT TRINITY

As we celebrate Trinity Mission Sunday, Rich and Lisa Hensey will be guest speakers at both
services. Trinity provided support for the Henseys through the ELCA Missionary Sponsorship Program
during the four years that they served as visiting professors at ELCT-sponsored Tumaini University in
Iringa, Tanzania.

The special offering taken this Sunday will be exclusively for Trinity’s global mission program. The
success of Trinity’s global mission projects will be dependent upon the congregational support shown this
Sunday and on Tri-A-Tithe Sunday in October. Next week, we will receive a letter and offering envelope
in the mail encouraging us to support Trinity’s global mission program. Each of us will have to make
our own decisions as to whether we will make an offering. Whatever we decide to do, it’s essential
that God be involved in our decision making. With God’s Grace through the Holy Spirit, our
special mission gifts will enable Trinity to fulfill its commitment to the global mission projects
planned for the year 2005.

(See related articles on pages 6 and 7.)

Trinity Supper Club
Brock Earnhardt and Bill Burress present a service

project among the Maya people in Guatemala, Mexico.

Chicken dinner, April 19th, Founders Hall, 5:30 pm.
Tickets are $6.00 and may be purchased in Founders
Hall after services April 10th & 17th. Questions? Call
Lucille Almquist at 794-1580

Attendance:

Palm Sun., Mar. 20th: 8:30: 202 11:00: 234
Maundy Thurs.: 116

Good Friday: 153

Sun., Mar. 27th: 7:30:175 9:30:348
11:00: 269

WELCA’s Mother’s Appreciation Dinner
Presented by Sarah Unit

Sunday, April 24™

Come and enjoy grilled chicken or pork, sweet or
baked potato, salad, and desert. Prepared by Sarah unit
member’s husbands! Dinner at 5 p.m.

Program at 6 p.m. — QC Music Guild Children’s
Chorus (with Sarah Slothower)

Tickets on sale all Sunday’s in April!

$5 adults, $3 children

This year we have asked several groups in the church to
decorate a step stool. Raffle tickets will be sold 1 for
$1 or 6 for $5. Money raised will go to support
ministries of our church.

Raffle tickets available all Sunday’s in April — drawing
will be held the night of the dinner.

Prayer Chain: 762-3624
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Butterfly Blessings

Butterfly Blessings, an annual gathering of individuals
and families who have been affected by the death of an
infant before or shortly after birth will be held at 2:00
PM, Saturday, April 23" at Trinity Medical Center,
West Campus. It includes personal stories, music and
candle lighting ceremony and a simple craft project
made in remembrance of the baby. For information,
please call Trinity pastoral care 770-2989. To register,
call My Nurse, 779-2000.

Health Tips
Five tips for enjoying more energy:

- After waking in the morning, go outside for a
bit. The early-morning light helps set your
body’s rthythm’s for the rest of the day
Increase movement. A sedentary lifestyle
breeds fatigue. So, get up and do something
fun
Stop dieting and decide to eat healthy. Five or
six small meals throughout the day will keep
your energy level even
Have rest days. Pick a day on your calendar
when you won’t do any work, including clean-
ing or cooking

Plan one night each week for catching up on lost sleep.
Go to bed early on that night and you will reap the
benefits for days

Attention Blood Donors

The Trinity blood drive is Monday, June 6th. Please do
not give blood after April 11th to be eligible to donate
at Trinity.

Learn CPR
Saturday, April 16th
9:30 until noon
Multi-purpose Room
15$ per person
Call Julie at the church, 762-3624 for more
information

Sincere Apologies

The request for birthday cards for Dorothy Reedy
in the last Visitor gave an incorrect address. Doro-
thy’s daughter, Sharon Dodd, would still like to re-
ceive your birthday wishes to pass on to her mother.
The correct address is Dorothy Reedy c/o Sharon
Dodd, 2930-16th Ave., Moline, IL 61265. We
apologize for any inconvenience our mistake has
caused.

Companions in Christ

Companions in Christ is holding an informational
meeting on April 4th, 2005 at 7 pm in the small
chapel. Companions in Christ is an amazing
Spiritual Journey that opens up the participant to
spiritual disciplines in prayer, scripture, study, wor-
ship, ministry and Christian conversation. If you
are a person who is seeking a deeper experience
with God in company with others in a Christian set-
ting, then this may be the opportunity you are
searching for.

We have sent follow up letters to members
who previously expressed an interest in Compan-
ions. All are welcome, but since this is a small
group experience, there is limited space. Please
notify the church secretary, Karen Anderson, if you
are interested in joining Companions in Christ this
spring.

Thank You

The family of Nancy Tiedge would like to
thank the Trinity family for their prayers,
gifts and friendship during this difficult
time. We appreciate your thoughtfulness."
Jill and Bruce Gehbauer, Ron and Jane
Tiedge
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Notes on the Jouwrney

I’ll admit that I’'m a person that likes to plan
ahead. That’s probably a good thing for me as a
pastor. This last year, baby Jesus wasn’t even
born yet (Christmas) and we were already looking
ahead to Lent. Now here I am, writing this on
Good Friday, when you will receive it in time for
the second Sunday of Easter.

Looking ahead, though, is really a luxury. Ilosta
bit of it last year. During the time of my
husband’s treatment for cancer, we were very
much in a chemo cycle to chemo cycle routine.
Since his death, I’ve learned just how depression
and grief mess up my perception of time in
general, let alone my ability to look ahead much
in my personal life. I know that many of you
know that to be true as well. It’s tough, but it’s
also normal.

One strategy that’s helping me deal with my
“looking ahead difficulties” is taking the
opportunity to “enjoy the moment.” I did a week
of that with my eldest daughter as we explored
Southeastern Pennsylvania for a week. We
checked out a half a dozen colleges, shopped,
enjoyed historical sights and wonderful times
with each other and with friends. We gazed at
amazing architecture. We wandered through
colleges, even meeting a bookstore cat at one. We
rode in a horse drawn carriage around Philly. It
was wonderful.

Then, upon return, the busy-ness of Holy Week
crept in. And so did something else...the joy of
the Easter message.

Imagine our chapel with sixteen 4-year-olds from
our preschool filling the front row. For the past
month, they had been learning about Easter
through the teaching tool of a set of
“Resurrection Eggs.” Have you seen them? An
egg carton — 12 different colored plastic eggs —
each stuffed with an item that tells a part of the
Passion story (e.g., nail, spear, rock, dice, linen,
crown of thorns, etc.).

They were primed and ready. They were ready

for the last egg. What would it hold!? I asked
them details of the story and they eagerly shared
them. Ireviewed two of the last eggs they had
learned — the linens (that wrapped around Jesus)
and the rock (that blocked the door of the cave).
Then they listen for those items as I read the
Easter Gospel. As instructed, they raised their
hands when they heard those words in the story.

Together, we saw the stone rolled away.
Together we saw the linens laid aside. Together
we ran to get the disciples. Together we heard
Mary cry, talk to the angel, and to the
“gardener” — Jesus. Then together, we looked in
that last egg — counting 1,2,3 — EMPTY! The
egg was empty! The tomb was empty too!

Jesus is alive!

Jesus is alive...I know that in all my life I will
remember Jesus being alive —sitting in 16
chairs in the morning and sitting in 16 chairs in
the afternoon — that spring day.

There are lots of days ahead, to plan ahead, I'm
sure that will get easier, day by day. In the
moment, right now, (and in each moment ahead)
Jesus is alive, and I am so very thankful. That is
enough.

Journeying with the risen Christ,
Pastor Laura
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Learning for Adults Jim Graham
April 3"%; Intergenerational Learning For All Ages: the 10 Commandments Celebration of Life
Come and share the learning with our entire congregation! We have had several requests for Matt Buckle’s wonderful tribute to Jim Graham. So, for those of you

who were unable to attend the Celebration of Life Ceremony or those of you who would like to hear it
again, here is Matt’s tribute:

April 10™; The last rotation of the year begins! We’ll have learning opportunities of all kinds this sum-
mer!

Parenting Faithful Elementary Aged Students When I was in high school, Jim would call me every week asking me if I was com-

In our continuing parenting series at Trinity, we move to discussing our elementary aged students ing to LYO. I would tell him I was, and immediately afterwards he would hang up. No
and their faith lives as members of families. Larry and Barb Johnston, educators, parents and grand- “Hi Matt.” No “Goodbye” or “See you tomorrow.” It was one of Jim’s many quirks that
parents, lead this course. Join us for faith-filled conversations about parenting! Class meets in the

Multipurpose Room. we came to know and expect from him. I remember the way he always forgot to shut his

Bible Study: The Acts of the Apostles
Join our own Minister of Education as we walk through the book of Acts. This book begins with

turn signal off, or the way he drove his automatic Jeep Grand Cherokee like it was a stick

shift, or the way he would be having a conversation with us one second then gone the

Easter and focuses on the actions and power of the Holy Spirit in the earliest church community. next. Jim was like a little kid; he always had fun.

Come out and learn more about the Holy Spirit! Class meets in the Lounge. Aside from all of his comical oddities, I can honestly say that Jim was the most lov-
Luther at the Movies ing person I have ever met. He had more unconditional love for everybody around him
Back by popular demand!!!! This series of informative and fun films covers many aspects of Lu- than any of us could ever dream of. For example, he met a poverty-stricken boy named

ther’s life and those who lived with him. Take this chance to learn more about the man who founded
our denomination!

What Has Jesus Done: Liberation, Liberty and Liberality
This course, taught by Craig Tigerman, focuses on the meaning and importance of three Bible verses

Bino in San Antonio who he cared for so much he wanted to bring back home. Every
week he would bring pictures of his granddaughter Dana to show us, and shed tears of
happiness when he talked about her. And of course, he felt so strongly for the Youth of

for our lives today: 1. Liberation -- "And you will know the truth, and the truth will make you Trinity. He would have done anything for us.
free" (John 8:32). 2. Liberty -- "For freedom Christ has set us free; stand fast therefore, and do not I got to see how amazing Jim was every week at LYO. He never judged, and always ac-
again submit to a yoke of slavery" (Galatians 5:1). 3. Liberality -- "And all who believed were to- cepted everyone with open arms, helping all of us when we went through a rough time.

o " ) . . S |
gether and had all things in common" (Acts 2:44). Join us in the Blessed Beginnings room! Each week T looked forward to coming to LYO and talking with Jim and our tightly knit

. th th : th
No Class on April 17" Classes resume on the 24™ and continue to May 157 group of youth. Single-handedly, he brought our youth group up from the dust. More

d . . . . .
May 22" Celebration of Learning people come on Wednesday nights now than I ever saw when I was in high school — be-
is i ’ i ! . . . ..
This is our chance to celebrate what we’ve learned this year! cause of him. His overall value to this church cannot be measured, let alone his impor-
tance in our hearts.

Now that Jim is gone, we can see so many holes. His spot in the third pew on the

right side, his place as the Director of Youth Ministry and

Journey of Joy Notes Mr. Fix-It at Trinity, his behind the scenes work at Leadership Lab, and his place as a
Vacation Bible School — June 13 — 17,2005 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. husband, father, grandfather, and friend. We all ask, “Why? Why Jim?” But I pray that
Are you interested in making a difference in a child’s life? we remember not what is empty, but has been filled in all of our lives because of the
Then come and volunteer a week of your time for Vacation Bible School. unlimited love Jim Graham gave freely to each and every person here today.

Anyone that is going into 7™ grade to 95 years of age — your help is needed!
I am looking for Shepherds/helpers for the classes, Art/Craft Coordinator/helpers, Music Coordinator/
helpers, Recreation helpers — anyone that is interested in helping we need you!
Please contact me at dawnsimmons@trinitylutheranmoline.org or you can call on my cell at 309-269-
1387.

Thanks, Dawn Simmons — Journey of Joy Coordinator and VBS Director
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Confirmation Corner

Attention: all confirmands: REQUIRED SUNDAY SCHOOL is upon us: April 3", 10" and 17" We
meet in the Jr. High Sunday School Room at 10:00 am.

Calling all 8" graders: the AFFIRM RETREAT is April 9" and 10™. Watch the mail for your permission
forms and more information. (This retreat is required for students wishing to affirm their faith on April
24th with their class.)

CONFIRMATION SUNDAY is APRIL 24™ at the 11:00 service. It is also Jr. High Sunday School day.
So everyone come to the 11:00 service and we’ll all sit together.

Blessed Beginnings Preschool

We are now accepting enrollments for the 2005-2006 school year for our 3 & 4 year olds’ programs. We
have openings in both of our afternoon classes. The 3’s meet on Tuesday/Thursday 12:30-3:00 pm and
the 4’s meet Monday/Wednesday/Friday 12:30-3:30 pm. If you, or someone you know, have a
preschooler that would benefit from this Christian-centered pre-Kindergarten experience, just let us
know!

Call Mrs. Hayz at the preschool at 764-7220 for more information, or to get an application.

Library Lines

Walt Wangerin is one of my favorite authors, so I was touched when I saw that Jim Graham had quoted
Wangerin in his Lenten Devotion. Walt is a story teller and because he was a pastor in an inner city
church, has some very unique stories. But he also has a profound message to share and writes for a varied
population.

For children — Bronta and the Golden Stone is a beautifully illustrated story about a girl who sacrifices
herself in order to save a flock of geese. JE Wan

Water Come Down is a reminder of the gifts of baptism. It includes ideas for family discussion and
would be a wonderful book to read on the anniversary of a child’s baptism. J265.1 Wan.

For couples As For Me and My House provides loving advice using examples from his own marriage.
248.4 Wan.

For parents Little Lamb Who Made Thee? 248.845. Wangerin share personal stories from his own child-
hood and parenthood that help the reader see the miracle and mystery of this time of life.

For any adult From Mourning into Dancing 248.86 is not just about final death, but deaths which
we experience throughout our lives. The writer gives advice on how to help those who grieve and
shows how a loving God shares our grief.

The Book of God Wan Fic is the Bible written as a novel. Walt gives real live emotions and details to the
characters.

If you have enjoyed a book from the Trinity Library and would like to share a brief review, please contact
Judy Rullman. Our aim is to increase use of the library and recommendations are most welcome.

The Good Books Club meets April 25" to discuss Crossing to Safety by Wallace Stegner.
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Congregation Council Minutes March 2005

_Report of Survey Team_

160 surveys were turned in. The team will analyze and report to the council at their April meeting with a
final report to be shared with the congregation in May.

_Financial Review

Bruce Peterson reported that the 2004 pledged amount of $95,00.00 was given to the Northern Illinois
Synod. Also given was $135,689.54 to NIS. This includes Mission Support, World Hunger, and the Reid
Estate Fund. A finance committee has been formed and may hold quarterly meetings. The pledged
income continues to be below what has been budgeted.

_Human Resources

A LYO Ministry Leadership Team will be formed to plan and organize LYO activities. A
communications coordinator, Dawn Anderson, has been hired. Also the HR team is developing job
descriptions and performance evaluations for all personnel.

_Outreach/Witness Team_

This team will develop a strategy to determine who are inactive members and how to reach out to these
members.

_Ministry Leadership

The Executive Committee has been recruiting leaders for our ministry teams. Once all members are
recruited, a leadership team meeting will be held.

_Continuing Resolutions

Eric Sandburg presented resolutions that outline duties and responsibilities of ministry team leaders.
Once all resolutions are completed,, they will be sent to council for approval.

_Trinity Mission Gathering_

April 17,2005 is designated as Mission Gathering Sunday. Team leaders will be installed on that Sunday,
and select Ministry teams will provide fun and creative updates on their activities.

_Other Business_

A meeting for the congregation will be held on April 10th during the Education time so that the financial
team can share information and answer questions.

_Good Fruits_

Butch Trevor and Gerry Schmidt were thanked for all their work on solving our plumbing problems.
Thanks also to Carole Bloeser for volunteer hours in the office. Also a thank you to the LYO group for
their participation in Jim Graham's funeral.

Submitted by Laura Ford, Secretary

Summarized by the Communications Team
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MISSION SUNDAY, APRIL 10TH

GUEST SPEAKERS ON MISSION SUNDAY

In early August 2000, Rich and Lisa Hensey and
their two children were introduced to the Trinity
congregation at each of the worship services. At
that time the Hensey’s, who were members of St.
Paul Lutheran Church, Davenport, were about to
leave as missionaries to Tanzania, Africa. Trinity
has given $1,000 a year through the ELCA
Missionary Sponsorship Program in support of
the Henseys during their years in Tanzania.

During their four years in Tanzania, Rich and Lisa
were missionary professors at Tumaini University
in Iringa. The University serves a central and
very important function in the educational system
throughout Tanzania as its graduates assume
leadership roles throughout the country. The
University campus and related facilities were built
through the continuing generous support from
Lutheran churches and individuals in the USA
and Europe.

At different times during his four years at
Tumaini University, Rich taught courses in Law,
served as the University Bursar, Chief Financial
Officer and Chief Planning Officer as well as
carried out a variety of financial and planning
projects that assisted the University as it almost
doubled in size during his tenure there. During
her years at Tumaini University, Lisa developed a
new curriculum in “teacher training”, taught
courses in teacher education, coordinated and
supervised student teaching, and served as head of
the Department of Education.

In addition to their carrying out responsibilities at
Tumaini University, the Henseys were involved in
numerous projects and activities involving some
of the villages in the area. This community
involvement along with family experiences during
their travels throughout Tanzania, when added to
their University responsibilities, have provided a
wealth of observations, understanding and
information upon which they will draw when
speaking to the Trinity Congregation on Mission

Sunday.

ELCA MISSIONARY FAMILIES IN
TANZANIA

One of Trinity’s more inspiring and fruitful
global mission projects is sponsorship through the
ELCA Missionary Sponsorship Program of four
missionary families in Tanzania, and in addition,
individual support for a voluntary missionary
family also in Tanzania. In 2004, Trinity
provided annual financial support of $1,000 for
each of these five families. The five missionary
families include:

Rich and Lisa Hensey and family

Rich and Lisa Hensey and their children Celia
and Bennett are from Davenport. This is the
fourth year that both Rich and Lisa have served
as visiting professors at ELCT-sponsored
Tumaini University, located in Iringa,
Tanzania. This last year, Rich moved from the
position of Chief Financial Officer to Chief
Planning Officer of the University. Lisa recently
resigned as head of the Department of Education
and has been coordinating and supervising
student teachers in mathematics. In addition to
the support provided through the ELCA
Missionary Support Program, WMMT worked
with the Henseys to develop and carry out several
projects involving the University and surrounding
villages. In March, they left the mission field and
returned to the USA.

Dennis and Meredith Murnyak and

family

Dennis and Meredith have been agricultural
missionaries in Tanzania since 1983. They
work in the area of food production. They are
currently working with Heifer International.
Heifer International provides a “living loan” of an
animal along with extensive training in animal
care and good farming practices to needy
families. Families who receive an animal repay

MISSION SUNDAY, APRIL 10TH

the loan by passing on one or more of the
animal’s offspring to other families in need.

Dr. Mark and Linda Jacobson and family

Dr. Mark and Linda Jacobson have been
medical missionaries in Tanzania since 198S.
As a medical doctor, Mark shares his time
between directing Selian Hospital, community
health outreach and a major church campaign to
battle AIDS. Mark’s inspiring commitment has
provided leadership for the development of a
surprisingly modern and effective hospital in a
country that has very antiquated medical facilities
and practices

Dr. Steve and Bethany Friberg and family

Dr. Friberg is a pediatrician, and his mission
assignment is “Rural Health Care.” He was
called to coordinate the renovation and
reactivation of 14 rural dispensaries (medical
clinics) in the north Massai area of Tanzania. In
addition to its contribution through the ELCA
Missionary Sponsorship Program, Trinity has
donated from the Endowment Fund to specific
projects involving Dr. Friberg’s dispensaries.

Todd and Lori Byerly

Todd and Lori were inspired by Rich and Lisa
Hensey, also members of

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Davenport, to
become mission volunteers at Tumaini
University in Iringa, Tanzania. Lori has the
responsibility for developing the Alumni and
Career Services Office, and Todd provides
electrical support for the university as it grows in
computer connections. As mission volunteers
they are personally responsible for managing all
of their own expenses except medical insurance
and housing. Should the Byerlys continue as
mission volunteers for a second year, Trinity will
provide $1,000 for their continuing support.

World Mission Ministry Team
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