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Happy Birthday!
May 29th — June 11th

29-Ashley Hartson, Cheryl Jackson, Brett Zeidler

30-Amber Dean, Thomas Teslik

31-Jeffrey Bergren, Benjamin Marine, Maurice
Nelson

1- Jessica Brugman

2- Baldwin Day, James Dean, Jonas Loser, Jake
Nelms, Kiara Peterson

3- Robert Beam, Georgia Kappler, Craig Rylander,
Beverly Swanson

4- Erin Johnson, Daniel Lee, Lillian Lundberg, Janet
Oakleaf, Sarah Slothower, Amee Vermeire, Kurt
Zweifel

5- Jeffrey Martin, Andrew Owens, Makenna
Stephenson, Jordan Thoms

7- Stephen Kruse, Sarah Peterson

8- Angela Hoepfner, Carol Horstmann, Michelle
Rowland

9- Rodney Blaske, Eleanor Blew, Robert Grenier,
Krista Kruse, Carol Larsen, Jack Meyer, Timothy
Moriarity, Deborah Robb, Melvin Rullman

10-Jeftrey Hancock, Dolores Jersild, Susan Johnson

11-June Purse, Lori Wheeler
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Memorial Weekend is for Remembering God’s Blessings.
Graduate Recognition Sunday:
June 5, 2005 at the 11:00 Worship Service

Every Memorial Weekend and Graduation Celebration brings memories of blessings and
miracles in my life. May 7™ our daughter Laurie graduated from “the seven year plan” at
Augsburg College in Minnesota and “Pastor Dad” needed to be in the cheering section. I
wear the T- shirts “Bank of Dad” and “In Dad We Trust” proudly. Next year our youngest
daughter Barbie will graduate from Gustavus reminding me that it was only sixteen years
ago when Barbie climbed aboard the yellow bus for Crestview kindergarten, which was the
same week that I brought our oldest daughter Wendy to Gustavus Adolphus College. As I
walked with Wendy across the beautiful campus and came to Grandpa Davies' pickup truck,
Wendy gave me a tearful hug and said, "Well Dad, now I've had the tour, let's go home." We
laughed and cried at the same time. I don't think the tears from my eyes dried until I got back
to Cottage Grove. Perhaps that experience prepared me to appreciate every day in my life
and the lives of those with whom God has blessed me in my pilgrimage in life.

When I was told that I might have five years to live because of my kidney failure, I
bargained with God for the joy of seeing Barbie graduate. (Don’t we all bargain with God at
least once in our lives?) God has created so many miracles in my life, could there be yet
another miracle? Little seven year old Barbie printed me a precious note before my kidney
transplant surgery in 1991 that I have kept in my keepsake cigar box ever since. She said, "I
know it is hard but you have to live with hope. From Barbie Bexell. I love you J."" WOW!
What faith.

Every confirmation and graduation class has been very important to me personally. Over the
years we have hosted hundreds, perhaps thousands, of kids in our home. I met a young man
at Woodwinds Hospital in Woodbury last year who said that he had been to "Barbie's house"
several times and really appreciated the chocolate chip cookies. Barbie has always been a
great evangelist. One day Barbie asked me to come with her to visit a confirmation girlfriend
whose boyfriend was tragically killed in a bike-car accident. The three of us walked arm-in-
arm for what seemed like miles. God was there in our tears. The ministry of parenting
sometimes means simply being available.

I have laughed and cried through many life transitions with youth and young adults all my
life. New graduates are now ready for the next great adventure for which God has prepared
them. You and I will cheer and possibly cry for them many more times, but I will always
know in my heart that God is watching over them, even when I cannot.

Memorial Weekend is also a time for honoring all those who have gone before us, especially

Continued on page 2
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The Next Two Sundays at Trinity
Sunday services at 8:30 am and 11:00 am

May 29, 2005 The Second Sunday after Pentecost
GOSPEL: Matthew 7:21-29
The second half of the church's year, spanning the months from June through November, focuses
upon the church's growing and building. The gospel readings flow more or less continuously from Matthew's
gospel. During the summer months, we also read from the letter to the Romans. Today's readings invite us to a
solid foundation for the building up of the church and of Christians: the rock of Jesus' words, the ground of
faith. No flood can float away and no wind can blow down the house that is founded on this rock.

June 5, 2005 The Third Sunday after Pentecost
GOSPEL: Matthew 9:9-13, 18-26
The weeks of summer coincide with the beginning of the season after Pentecost. Summer brings sunny
warmth, growing crops, and the promise of harvest: images of the Holy Spirit's presence and activity in our
lives, the church, and the world. In our life together as a community of faith, what needs light, warmth, and
watering to grow and flourish? How might we be attentive to others' needs to receive this nourishment through
God's words of life and holy supper?

Graduate Alert!
June 5th, Trinity is recognizing its graduates. Help us
include everyone to be honored. Call Karen at 762-

3624 with the names of those graduating from high
school, college, trade/tech schools.
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Help!

Trinity’s Technology Task Force is seeking additional
members. If you like to install, maintain or troubleshoot
hardware or software and can share some of you “time
and talent” for the church equipment, please contact
craig@tigerman.org. Thank you!

Continued from page 1

those who have paid the ultimate price for our freedom and safety. Please join me in praying especially for the
families of military personnel, police officers, paramedics, firefighters and security personnel.

Time with loved ones passes SO QUICKLY. Treasure every moment together, every smile, and every tear.
Please join me in also praying for our new graduates in all their excitement and joy. Also remember in prayer
the families who are experiencing sorrow or sadness due to loss or separation.

From my mentor Max Lucado: "If your God is mighty enough to ignite the sun, could it be that God is
mighty enough to light your path?" (Let the Journey Begin)

May God grant the richest blessings to all 2005 graduates. The next Trinity Visitor will list their names and
their future plans.

Pastor Joel

Sign Language

Renee Partlow, Trinity’s own Sign Language
Interpreter, is teaching a beginning sign language class
at Black Hawk College in July. You can contact Renee
at (309)912-8836 or renee_coda78@yahoo.com.

Connections: LYO News

Wednesday, May 25, 7:30 - 9:00 pm
LYO Night (Mac & Cheese)

Wednesday, June 1, 7:30 - 9:00 pm
Making a Memory Book (Snacks)

Wednesday, June 8, 7:30—9:00
Pre-Boundary Waters Night

Wednesday, June 15
No LYO

June 12—18
Boundary Waters Trip

Wednesday, June 22, 7:30—9:00
Post-boundary Waters Night (Pizza)

July 18—23
Leadership Lab

Call Bob Simmons at 309-658-2022 for more
information!

Blood Drive

Give the gift of life and help Trinity meet its quota.
Please volunteer to donate blood on June 6th. We need
new donors. Sign up May 29th or June 5th in Founders
Hall.

Last Chance!
Sunday the 29th is the last day to purchase tickets for
the Swing Game on June 9th.

Lydia Unit

The Lydia Unit will meet Monday, June 20th at
Mulkey’s Restaurant, 3800—14th Ave. Rock Island, at
11:30 am.

Call Maxine Neels, 755-6409.

Survey Results are Completed

In January/February a Survey Team was formed to
gather information from the congregation regarding
the worship-learning-worship schedule that was
implemented on September 12, 2004. The Team has
completed the report and will be making a
presentation to the congregation on Sunday, May
29" at 10:00 a.m. in the Chapel. All those interested
in the results are encouraged to attend. Dick
Eckermann and Karen Dowsett will lead the
discussion.

Attendance:
Sun., May 15th: 8:30: 20611:00: 150
Sun., May 22nd: 8:30: 186 11:00: 286

Prayer Chain: 762-3624
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Trinity Coed Baseball Schedule

[
June 5th—9:00 pm I
June 12th—6:00 pm [
June 19th—38:00 pm [
June 26th—5:00 pm
July 10th—8:00 pm #8 I
July 17th—S8:00 pm I
July 24th—4:00 pm
July 315t—8:00 pm [
Games are played at Green Valley Sports Complex [
on diamond #7 unless otherwise noted. [
Please come support our team! I
[
dJ
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Reid Estate Update #3

One other recipient of the Reid Estate funds is our
Trinity Lutheran's own Blessed Beginnings Preschool.
A gift of $850 was designated to the Trinity
Opportunity Scholarship (TOPPS) fund, which
provides 25-50% scholarships to students based on
financial need. This ministry is one other way that our
congregation reaches out with Christ's love to children
and families.

To T.L.C. Council:
Thank you so much for the generous donation to the T.

O.P.’s scholarship fund. © The money will help us
offer the preschool experience to a child in need.

Blessings to you all,
Mrs. Hayz

Thank You

Thanks so much to Pastors Joel and Laura, and to Julie,

and the Befrienders, for their visits while I was in the
hospital. And also for the altar flowers. It was very
much appreciated.

Betty Bergren

Member Care

The 1st fundraiser for Member Care is Thursday, Jul
14th 7:30 p.m. at Playcrafter’s Barn Theater. Tickets
are $10 and includes dessert and a beverage. Please
mark your calendars and come see Enchanted April!

y
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Up ‘N Adam, Eve
June Mini Hostel 2005
Augustana College Campus

What’s Your Story?

N June 8th

N “A Comparison of Old Testament and New
Testament Stories”
Ritva Williams, Religion Professor, Augustana
June 15th
“Writing and Journaling”

A\ Jane Bahls, Professional Writer

“\ June 22nd

A\ “Story Telling and Writing”

A\, Ann Boaden, Adjunct English Professor,

A\, Augustana

9:30—11:30 AM with lunch following
$25.00/person for the session

444

If you wish to order tickets by mail, send a
check for $25 payable to “Up N Adam, Eve” to
Al Hansen, 920 36™ Street, Moline, IL 61265 or

call Al at 762-1734 or Joan Ribbeck at
788-8058.

Aedddddddds
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Notes o the Jouwrney

I love PlayDoh. The colors. The smell. You know, that
kind of stuff. However, the best part of PlayDoh is the
creative juice that it gets flowing each time it is used.

I am one of those “PlayDoh-loving-moms.” (As
opposed to the kind of mom that never wants PlayDoh in
the house or anywhere close like that. This is just a
personal preference. Some moms are better at sports or
swimming or lots of other fine things.) My daughters
and I were reflecting on all of the PlayDoh “stuff” that
we had to support our habit — like Fuzzy Pumpers,
jewelry sets, flower sets, molds, finger puppets, fun
factory, miniature oven, pizza set, rolling pins, cookie
cutters, and more.

We had a red mesh bag that came filled with a
“Discovery Toy Kitchen Set” that we commandeered for
a “travel selection” of PlayDoh stuff. So, PlayDoh and
the red bag went to the cabin in the Ozarks, to
Grandma’s house, to hotels, and to the campsite.

The stuff we made was, of course, priceless. Snakes and
worms (a given, as even the youngest child can make
these). Blue pizzas with red cheese and white
pepperoni. Snow men. Baby Jesus in the manger.
Assorted flowers, houses, and pets. A game that we still
play is to pass out good size hunks of PlayDoh. Then
one person offers up a “category,” like things we have in
the kitchen, or favorite foods, or Bible stories. Then
within a prescribed period of time (about 2 minutes)
each person needs to craft — without looking at it — some
creation from that category, for example, a spatula, a
slice of pizza, or Noah’s Ark. (The “not being able to
look at it” feature of the game is one of the best parts.)
Then, when time is up, everybody shows what he or she
has made and guesses what everyone else has made. It
turns out that this particular game is a favorite at
confirmation camp and on retreats as well. In fact, you
might have a PlayDoh game expert living in your very
own home!

Of course lots of other things are “made” or “worked
out” in the course of PlayDoh play. It is a good time to
just be together with the people you love. It is relaxing
(for those who like PlayDoh). It gives an opportunity to
hear “what’s up” in people’s lives. It spurs imagination.
It...well... you can finish this list for yourself.

A while ago Worship on Wednesday (W.0.W.) and in
our 11:00 am Sunday worship we sang “Spirit of the
Living God,” even using actions (believe it or not!).
One of the lines in this melodic song is asks the Holy
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Spirit to “mold me, “ meaning, form us is ways that
serve Christ. We have images of God-type-shaping in
scripture. For example ones is found in the second
account of creation in Genesis 2:7 “...then the Lord God
formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed
into his nostrils the breath of life and man became a
living being.” Another image comes from Isaiah 64:8
“Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and
you are our potter we are all the work of your hand.”

The God that I know and worship is continually
creating. This God, known as Father, Son, and Holy
Spirit didn’t create this beautiful world and then retreat
to some heavenly throne. This God continues to create —
even creating through us — the created! Through our
worship and learning and serving at all ages, we are
continually being shaped by God for God’s purposes in
this world and the next. I really like that idea! I find
hope there — that the rough edges might be smoothed
and the areas that need fine tuning will be honed. That
new ideas would be formed that bring peace and
reconciliation. That cures might be found. That the
hungry might be fed and the broken might be bound up.
And, that in each of us where we have those places that
are still yet uncovered (like new PlayDoh fresh from the
yellow plastic can) that we can be formed in a way that
reveals God’s love.

Confident in the Creator
Pastor Laura



Page 4

Summer Sunday School ot Trinitylll

For children and youth:
Summer Institute in the Liturgical Arts
Pre-kindergarten to second grade:
June: the story of prayer
July: a parade of bible heroes
August: make a joyful noise
Third grade to sixth grade:
June: praying as the people of God
July: living the seasons of the church
August: hearing scripture as the people of God
Jr and Sr high:
June: speaking the Word
July: seeing the Word
August: living the Word

Where: The Summer Institute will take place here at Trinity Lutheran Church in
our Sunday school wing on the second floor.

When: The Summer Institute in the Liturgical Arts will take place from June 5™
through August 28™. Understanding that families take advantage of
summer months to go on vacation the institute is modular so that
students can come and go, as family time requires.

Blessed Beginnings Preschool

We are now accepting enrollments for the 2005-2006 school year for our 3 &
4 year olds’ programs. We have openings in both of our afternoon classes.
The 3’s meet on Tuesday/Thursday 12:30-3:00 pm and the 4’s meet Monday/
Wednesday/Friday 12:30-3:30 pm. If you, or someone you know, have a
preschooler that would benefit from this Christ-centered pre-Kindergarten
experience, just let us know!

Call Mrs. Hayz at the preschool at 764-7220 for more information, or to get an
application.
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Adult Education:

All summer long: weekly Bible study: explore
the readings of the day and what they mean in
your life today, this week, and this summer.

Special topics:

June: Movies, the Bible and faith

July: Trinity goes on Vacation: travel stories
and insights

August: the faith we eat — food, meals and the
celebration of the Last Supper.

LIBRARY LINES

C.S. Lewis is a well known author and while the Trinity library contains a number of his writings,
The Chronicles of Narnia should be a must for all upper elementary or junior high readers.. There
are seven books in the series all found under JFic. The original copyright was 1955, but these books
have become classics and almost a forerunner to today’s Harry Potter. Narnia is an enchanted world
which is entered magically by two adventuresome young folks. The stories are exciting but always
contain a subtle moral. Fortunately, for the younger readers, in the 1990’s simplified versions of the
stories with beautiful illustrations were made available. Aslan, Aslan’s Trimph and Edmund and the
White Witch can be found in the JE LEW section.

If you don’t have children or grandchildren to engage in these wonderful books, you might want to
check out Mere Christianity 230 LEW which is just what the title says. Lewis was an atheist at one
time, but became convinced that Christianity was viable The Great Divorce is a narrative about a
voyage through Heaven and Hell. A Grief Observed is a
collection of writings from Lewis just after his wife’s
death. While these books may not be easy to read, they
too are classics and are noted on almost every list of
books about Christianity.

The Good Book Club will be discussing Angels and
Demons by Dan Brown on June 27"
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MINISTRY TEAMS AND THEIR WORK
May, 2005

Worship and Music  More volunteers are needed for ushers, communion presenters, choirs, altar
care. Volunteers for Sunday mornings need to receive reminder cards or a phone call. The
committee felt that WOW would be more effective and consistent if it continues to meet twice a
month during the summer months.

Witness and Qutreach The team discussed a friendship packet to be delivered to visitors within a
week of their visit to Trinity. This team will work with the Communications Team on content for a
new booklet of information. The first Discipleship class on April 29 had sixteen people attending
and very positive feedback from them. We have nineteen new members.

Communications  Craig Tigerman from the technology committee briefly outlined an idea about
repairing and distributing used computers to persons in the congregation who would like to own one.
He and others from the tech group will be setting up a plan to facilitate the procedures. There was
also discussion about working with the Outreach team to develop informational materials for new,
prospective, and present members of the church. New member volunteers, especially youth
representatives, are needed for this Communications team.

Congregational Life The church picnic will be July 24th in Peterson Park, Moline. Other
upcoming events will be a golf outing and a fishing derby.

World Mission Ministry Team (WMMT) The special offering on Trinity Mission Sunday was
$4,970. Trinity’s special offering for “Lutheran World Relief Aid to South Asia Tsunami” amounted
to $3,878. The total disbursed by LWR for this relief effort was $11.4 million. Now LWR has
established a new project titled “Wave of Giving” that’s goal is the “rebuilding” of the South Asia
area devastated by the tsunami. WMMT requested a grant of $1,000 from the Endowment Fund for
this LWR rebuilding effort.
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Journey of Joy Notes
Vacation Bible School — June 13 — 17, 2005
9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Are you interested in making a difference in a child’s life?
Then come and volunteer a week of your time for Vacation Bible School.
Anyone that is going into 7™ grade to 95 years of age — your help is needed!
I am still looking for classroom helpers and drama helpers.!

Please contact me at dawnsimmons@trinitylutheranmoline.org or you can call on my cell at
309-269-1387.

Thanks, Dawn Simmons — Journey of Joy Coordinator and VBS Director

Vacation Bible School registration forms are available on the table in front of Karen'’s office.

“TRINITY CARES” Initiative --- A Resounding Success.
Because the saints of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church are truly caring and faithful people who re-

member that all we have in this world is a gift from God, the TRINITY CARES initiative raised peo-

ple’s spirits to make commitments of $60,375 plus un-pledged contributions of $781 for a total of
$61,156 of which $25,733 is already in the bank. Trinity is becoming the healthy congregation that

God created us to become. The new Trinity Transition Ministry process will now have a firm foundation

from which to proclaim Jesus is Lord. Praise God and Celebrate!
Thankfully, Pastor Joel

Skip-A-Long at Trinity

Can you believe it summer vacation is upon us! On that note, I am pleased to announce that, once
again, Trinity Lutheran Church has graciously opened its facilities to the Skip-A-Long Traveler’s
Program, a summer school age program for children currently enrolled in grades K-6". The Trav-
eler’s program will operate at Trinity Lutheran Church from June 6™ until August 19™. The Trav-
eler’s program is an enormous benefit to Quad City area parents, in that it provides them with a safe
and enjoyable place to send their children during working hours. The Traveler’s program is also a
benefit to Quad City area children, in that it provides the children with exciting and educational ac-
tivities. For instance, last year the Travelers program had the children participate in 4-H, Junior
Achievement, and the summer reading program; additionally, the Traveler’s program took the chil-
dren on weekly field trips to places like WQAD, the Quad City International Airport, the John Deere
Commons, Niabi Zoo, Riverside Aquatic Center, and Adventureland.

All in all, the Traveler’s summer school age program is a highly beneficial program for
Quad City area children and their families, and it could not hap-
pen without the kindness and support of Trinity Lutheran
Church.

Dianna Saelens
Traveler’s Program Director
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Congregation Council Minutes for May 10, 2005

Financial Review

Bruce Peterson led a council review of the current year performance measures versus 2004. Bruce reported that
currently, cash flow was not a problem, but if giving continues with the current trend, our budget goals may not
be reached. At this time, we are approximately $6,000 short of what has been budgeted. Bruce will continue to
monitor this situation.

Stewardship
Eric reported that the Stewardship Ministry Team and Council liaisons are meeting regularly to analyze pledged
giving information and trends.

Council Information

1. It was suggested that more frequent communication with members via telephone would help maintain
healthy relationships. This suggestion will be discussed with the ministry teams.

2. Dave Tews shared a time line for the transition team as well as the call process. The Transition team will
be formed and meeting by the end of May with the goal of completing the congregational profile by Sep-
tember.

3. Pastor Joel reported that the Human Resources team has finalized a performance evaluation process that
will be implemented in May. A personnel handbook is also being developed.

Other Business

1. It was reported that all designated funds from the Reid Estate have been dispersed. A sub-team is being
formed to oversee the Side-by-side Youth encounters work crew program. John Brooks from ELCA has
written a press release that will be sent to various news organizations regarding the Reid Estate disburse-
ments through Trinity.

2. Trinity has been asked to host the Bishop of the Arusha diocese in Tanzania on Saturday, May 21st. This is
the same diocese to which Trinity just sent $42,252 from the Reid Estate Gift to fund the Arusha
(Tanzania) Lutheran Medical Center. Trinity will host a brunch form 9:30-11:00 am. The bishop will also
be presented with a gift.

3. The following people were approved as congregational delegates to the upcoming synod meeting; Bob
Anderson, Jeff Martin, Karen Dowsett, and Deb Robb.

4. Congregational member Judy Rullman submitted a proposal from the Congregational Life Team for Trin-
ity to support the Equal Exchange Coffee program by using this coffee for our church coffee needs. The
proposal was approved.

5. The Education/Confirmation team proposed a $50 per year donation for participants in confirmation minis-
try. This donation would allow for enhancements to the program.

Good Fruits
Thanks to all the people involved in the Trinity Cares! Campaign.
Thanks to the property team taking on new tasks with excellence.
Thanks to Jim Ribbeck for his excellent photography service.
Thanks to the Education team who put in place an amazing summer curriculum.
Submitted by Laura Ford, Secretary.
Summarized by the Communication Team
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The following Trinity members have served our congregation as musical ministers this

past season:

Trinity Choir

Eric Anderson
Rose Andresen
Jane Bahls
LaVonna Bartlett
Duane Becker
Helen Brandt
Carol Brockhouse
Robert Brockhouse
Eileen Burton
James Burton
Joanne Cravero
Gloria Creen
Leslie Crotty
James Darby
Marie Darby
Karen Davis
Aileen Day
Baldwin Day
Karen Dowsett
Bernard French
William Gerse
Carol Horstmann
James Horstmann
Betty Johnson
Frances Johnson

Chime Choir
Mila Ribbeck
Karin Scott
Angela Bahls
Shannon Fox
Sarah Koppenhoefer
Caroline Simmons
Kelsey Cavins
Aubrey Foulk
Elise Palomaki
Jordan Turnbull
Cole Neder

Sara Judickas
Karen Neder

Judith Johnson
Rodney Johnson
Barbara Johnston
David Langrock
Alice Loff

Elaine Lundeen
Arthur Milton
Lucia Moore
Richard Moore
Dorothy Nelson
Maurice Nelson
Lois Patch

James Ribbeck
Joan Ribbeck
Deborah Robb
Joseph Robb
Marilyn Rosenberg
Carolyn Scott
Eileen Smith
Barbara Steigman
Duane Swenson
Margaret Swenson
Ann Vermeire
Chris Volquardsen
Giles Weigandt

“Let every
instrument be
tuned for praise!
Let all rejoice who
have a voice to
raise!
And may God give
us faith to sing
always
Alleluia!”

-Fred Pratt Green

Alleluia Ringers

Aileen Day
Barbara Steigman
Carol Brockhouse
Dorothy Nelson
Lois Patch

Lois Larson
Marie Darby

Ann Scott

Celebration
Ringers

Judy Boten

Irma French

Lois Patch
Beverly Quinn
Diane Vana
Cindy Von Gillern
Karen Zweifel

Praise Ensemble
Courtney Carson
Zach DeBlaey
Karen Dowsett
Maggie Jones
Patty Jo Dooley Jones
Krista Kruse

Luke Lester

Jeff Martin
Marjorie Martin
Jon Palomaki
Mary Palomaki
Deb Robb

Joe Robb

Brian Schou
Holly Schou
Steve Steely

Tom Teslik
Haleigh Turner
Chris Volquardsen

wow

Zach DeBlaey
Paul Eckermann
Jim Graham
Maggie Jones
Patty Jo Dooley Jones
Marcia Judickas
Rod Koppenhoefer
Krista Kruse
Kristine LaCroix
Luke Lester

Karen Neder

Jon Palomaki
Mary Palomaki
Brian Schou

Holly Schou

Bob Simmons
Todd Slothower
Stephanie Stephenson
Tom Teslik

Deann Thoms
Craig Tigerman
Justin Tigerman
Paula Tigerman
Matt Vana

We sincerely
thank every mem-

ber for their faith-
ful gifts of time
and talent.

Thank You!



