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Life in community is a precious thing, but it easily breaks down if rumors and idle talk are given free rein. 
In today's gospel, Jesus prescribes a manner for dealing with conflict in community life, a procedure 
reflected in many congregations' constitutions. The intent of such a form of church discipline is to restore 
people to community life. 
               May all who come to hear and to taste the presence of Christ in word and sacrament today also 
find communities that seek to understand one another in truth and in love.�
�

� � � � � � � � � �� � #�! $$%�&� � �� � * � � � � � � � � �� � � 
 � ( �� )� � � �� � � � � � � � � �
Matthew 18:21-35�

�

In today's gospel reading, Jesus invites us to forgive one another. His invitation, however, is not an 
optional activity for Christians. It is the heart of the gospel and the distinctive character of Christian life. 
Out of love for us in our weakness and sin, God forgives us, heals us, and strengthens us to be a forgiving 
people. The sign of the cross invites us to the ministry of reconciliation in word and sacrament. The cross, 
marked on our foreheads at baptism and traced over our bodies at the funeral liturgy, assures us of Christ's 
victory over death and the promise of eternal life.�
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WHAT HAPPENS TO US WHEN WE TITHE? 
 

            Most of us don’ t tithe even though the Bible asks us to and we would like to.  
Considering our personal and family financial obligations, giving 
10% of our income to the church seems more of a financial stretch 
than we feel we can handle.  If that’s how you feel, you’ve got lots 
of company. 
 

            On the first Sunday of October , those of us who are not 
currently tithing dur ing 2005 will have the opportunity to 
exper ience what happens to us when we tithe.  We may find the 
answers to some of our  questions about tithing.  Did tithing 
create any financial difficulties for us?  What positive affects did 

we experience from tithing?  How did tithing make us feel?  What made it possible for 
us to tithe on that Sunday? 
 

             On “Try-A-Tithe Sunday”  (October 2), we will have the opportunity to tithe 
by putting an amount in a special offer ing envelope that, when added to our  
regular  weekly pledge, will equal a tithe.  The additional amount bringing our total 
weekly offering to 10% will go to Trinity’s global mission projects. 
 

            The next two “ TRINITY  VISITORS”  will have shor t ar ticles about “ Try-
A-Tithe Sunday.”   Watch for  them! 
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Worship on Wednesday enters its fourth year this September! 
We'd love to have you join the WOW singers and instrumentalists in 
this casual, contemporary worship service. Services are held the 
first and third Wednesday of the month, with rehearsals on the 
preceding Wednesdays, both beginning at 6:30. Contact Jon 
Palomaki (jonpalomaki@trinitylutheranmoline.org or 755-6892) with 
any questions. Make Wednesdays part of your worship schedule! 
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            Please sing with the Trinity Choir this fall!  Our first rehearsal will be on 
Wednesday night, September 7th, at 7:30 in the Chapel.  Following our practice 
there will be dessert and fellowship time in Founder’s Hall. 
            Trinity Choir meets for a short “warm-up” rehearsal on Sunday mornings 
at 8:00, and sings regularly at the 8:30 service.  We’ll sing for the first time this 
season on Sunday, September 11th. 
            We welcome new singers! For more information, or if you have questions, 
call Steve Steely, Minister of Music, at 762-3375. 
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You are invited to join Trinity's 11:00 a.m. Praise Ensemble for the 
fall season, with Thursday evening rehearsals beginning on 
September 8th at 6:30 p.m. in the sanctuary. Come sing or play with 
us as we praise God, serve Christ, and love one another! Contact 
Brian Schou (brianschou@trinitylutheranmoline.org or 755-5401) 
with any questions. 
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New Member Class 
October  1st 

8:45 am—Noon 
Contact Pastor Laura (762-3624) for  

details. 
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WELCA Board and Units Meet 
 

Sept . 6: 9:00am,WELCA Bd., 
Founder s H al l  

Sept . 15, 7:15 pm, Anna Unit  
Sept . 16, 9:00 am, Sarah Unit  
Sept . 17 – NIS Convent ion, St . 

John’s, Peru 
Sept . 19, 9:00 am, Lydia Unit  
Sept . 16, 7:15 pm, Anna Unit  
Sept . 27, 9:30 am, Rebekah Unit  

Calendar  Update: 
Altar Care Team will meet on Saturday 
September 24th at 10:00 am in the MPR. 


