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Aren’t we always waiting for 
something?  As a third generation Cubs 
fan, you can guess what I’ve been 
waiting for.  I remember my pregnancies 
and thinking what a very long time it was 
to wait for our daughters to be born.  
Sometimes, though, even a short wait – 
like 2 minutes for my water to heat in the 
microwave oven -- can seem sooooo 
long. 

In the mid 1990s when I was 
experiencing a renewed call to ordained 
ministry, I did a couple of years of 
waiting.  It was so very hard to do.  It 
was very hard to even entertain the idea 
of following the call that my head and 
heart and soul said was right to do.  But 
then, once I said “yes” to God it was 
more than two years before I started 
seminary.   

There were good reasons for waiting.  
Rod was looking for work in an area that 
had an ELCA seminary.  We were 
looking to relocate rather than have me 
commute and separate our family for the 
better part of each week.  We looked long 
and hard in Dubuque.  That first year of 
trying, and even putting our house on the 
market, nothing seemed to come 
together.   

The second year, was the same, only 
with an expanded search to Chicago and 
Columbus, Ohio.  The results were the 
same – no job, or no place we wanted to 
live.  The third year, we just started – 
selling our house in 7 days, moving our 

belongings to a 
storage unit until we 
could move them to 
Wartburg Seminary 
family housing in 
Dubuque, and moving 
ourselves in with Rod’s mother in 
Normal Illinois for the time being.  With 
that “careful” timing, I would be done 
with seminary in time for our eldest 
daughter to start high school.   

So what did I do while we waited?  
Well, I kept working!  I taught nursing 
(part-time) and coordinated recruitment 
for the School of Nursing at Illinois 
Wesleyan University, my alma mater.  
But that first year, I also cared for my 
mom’s dad – Grandpa Davis – while he 
was dying.  There were lots of doctor 
visits, nursing homes, haircuts at the 
kitchen table, and hours of conversation.  
The next year, my church hired me as a 
part time director for evangelism and 
outreach.  I remember thinking I could 
write a book entitled “Things to Do 
While You’re Waiting on the Lord.”   

Waiting time is holy time and a 
refining time.  Where are you waiting?  
Waiting for someone to return or 
someone to leave?  Waiting for school to 
start or end?  Waiting for the weather – 
the financial “picture” – the phase of the 
moon – to be “just right” to do what you 
have been waiting to do? 

You know what?  Life happens while 
(Continued on page 9) 
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(Continued from page 3) 

we wait.  Opportunities come (and go).  Learning happens whether we sit in a 
classroom or a boardroom.  Good stuff happens.  Healing happens.  Strengthening 
happens.  A call committee forms.  People pray about their stewardship and respond to 
God’s goodness.  Look for it.  I do. 

Have you not known?  Have you not heard?  The Lord is the everlasting 
God, the creator of the ends of the earth.  He does not faint or grow weary; his 
understanding is unsearchable.  He gives power to the faint, and strengthens 
the powerless.  Even youths will faint and be weary, and the young will fall 
exhausted; but those who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength, 
they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be 
weary, they shall walk and not faint. Isaiah 40: 28-31 
 

Healing and hopeful on the journey, 
Pastor Laura�
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ATTENTION SNOWBIRDS 
Flying away for the winter?  Please give your forwarding address to Karen Anderson in the 
church office (762-3624).  The post office will not forward bulk mail and your Trinity Visitor 
will be returned to us at a charge of $0.97  per copy.   
— More about the Visitor :  Articles submitted to the Visitor must be received the week before 
the next issue date (deadlines are listed on the parish calendar in the Sunday bulletin).  Please 
include a name and phone number with all submissions.  Articles are subject to Pastor approval 
and possible editing.  Submissions can be sent to the church office or e-mailed to 
communications@trintiylutheranmoline.org. 
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Worship Assistants Needed for  
Christmas Eve & Christmas Day Worship Services 

 

If you are able to serve as a reader, communion assistant, greeter, usher, 
worship element presenter, acolyte or assisting minister at one of the 
Christmas Eve Services (3:00, 5:00, 7:30 or 11:00) or the Christmas Day 
service at 9:30 a.m. please contact the church office at 762-3624 or 
office@trinitylutheranmoline.org 

-&���8% �����������������������������	�����������������������		&���8% �

 �'.-75�E�������
���(����.�>���.�&�
��!����
�5 $5�E�����������
�!"��+����
�'%%�� ��7E����
��!������
 ��7��%�7�E��������"#�%�����	��
8 �5575��E��������,�!�������

��������
�%�((���
������������� �������������
�
��,������.����8 �����
)�5��,��7�E�������.���!������
�
L �2 5��E������������%����������"��(���
���!�G �
������������� �������������5���
��.�
���
��$����%�
��!�

 �'.-75�E������� ��(���
����#��7!��������
�
�5 $5�E����������� $��������
 ��7��%�75�E���%�"����������
�
8 �5575��E�������� 7�(�G ���
�!������"#��5��"�G �
������������������������� $��
����
����&�
L �2 5��E������������ ������ 
�����
�� ��2 �
��
�
������������������������� �������
&�	�
��$�"#���������

�-&���8% ���������������������������������������
���������������������������		&���8% �

 �'.-75�E������� �	����
���5"#����	�� 
&����
������������������������� ������
�5 $5�E����������� %��!�� �����
�'%%�� ��7E��� ������
�����
 ��7��%�7�E����� %��!������
�
8 �5575��E�������� ���"#�G �� �!� ���
��.��!��G �
������������������������� � �	����
����	����
)�5��,��7�E������ � �	����
���(�	��
L �2 5��E����������� %����������"��(���
���!�G �
������������������������� 5���
��.�
���
�����"����
������������������������� ,�	����
�

 �'.-75�E������� ��";�
����)�������8 ��!�
������������ �������������8 ��>�
�
��
�5 $5�E���������������&�7�&��(�
�
�'%%� ��7E�����������
�����
 ��7��%�75�E���%��!�,���(�#���
8 �5575��E��������$�>��G �
��!�$�!����7���
������������ ��������������	�����
&�+�(��!�
L �2 5��E������������������ 
�����
�� ��2 �
��
�
������������ ��������������������
&�	�
��$�"#�������� 

� ��� D������ ��6��������� ���������
��� ����������� E&���< 3�33�

 �'.-75�E������ ������� ����
��������������
������������� ������������ ���	������
�5 $5�E���������� � ���
�<�����
�'%%�� ��7E��� %��!�.��K����&��

 ��7��%�7�E����� 
��	�
�7�&��(�
�
8 �5575��E�������� �
)�5��,��7�E������ ���"��G �
�
�,�	����
�
L �2 5��E������������  

�������

� � � � 
� ��� �� ��


,��

�
&�����	���	�"�
������"�����
&�
&��;�����
"���+�
��
&�	�����&�	�	�(���	�����&�	�
���"����
��	�����&�	�����#���	�#������!����
��	���&�	��
������	������&���#�� ����������
�	�7��
�	!������"	�������	���	H���

�
&��#�������������;"�	���	��	����!���	��	�	�����	���	�

�����&��������������

���S��
�
 <L  �-��)���������>�����
�H��!��>�
	�	��	����
���
�	���>��!�
����	����(�
�(���"��	��)�������	��	�!��������K��
����	��
�;������!����8 ���&�>�
�	���
	���&��	���
���#������
������!���"�
�������	��(�
��	��7��
�	!��
��	���"�((�
�	!I����"#�	���
�;	�7��
�	!�� ���	���������	�����

( �����������������
��(�(���� 	�� (��#� !���� "���
����� ���� 	��� "������
?�� �����	(���
���&��(��
�$�"�(�����4	����������������������������
&�	�����
��!�
�"����� ������ � 7��� (���� ���"	�"�� ���� "��	� &�	��� 	��� ��		��� 	���
���&��(�� � ,������ ��� ����� 	�� ���
&� !���� �"	���� �
�� �"	������� �>��!�
��
��!����������
�����H�"�����1	��&������"�(��	����
��!��"������
�
<�>�(����	������
�	�����
&������	��������	(�����&��
	�

Mini-Camp 
 

          %�
�H��(�E�����"��������	������	�&��������
��	���������
	������
�
>�	���	��K��
����	���#����&!(��	�7�����>����-%� ���
����������	����
#����	&�� �����&�� �H��	��+�55����"�(���
���	��
����>����
�� 

8�",��6� " $����� �( ,�����&�
�

���������	�������2 �$������	-��E�,���
	�
&�'�����7��
�&����
����������� '�����
����
�	���(�
	��
����������	��
�����
	�
&���������	����"����������(����	�
����
	����	��"������
��
�����2 �&���
��
�����
�	�������������&�

�
&�����(��
�

���������
� ������2 �$������	-��&��������	��!�
����������� 5;������	��������
&������������������
&��
���������	���� �>�
	��
�������	H
(��������
��
��
�	����������	��!�	��(��
�	���.��
&���
�

���������	������ � ����������
� ��E������	����������"����	�7��
�	!�.�	����
�����"��
����������� 7��
�	!�����������	�����������"���	����������	��!���	�������!������
&�!����
�����	��
���	���
��
�
�
���
����������������
��
�� 

��)�����(���5��"�	��
�%�
��	���
	������
�(�����������(��	���
�	�����������
�

���������
E����� � �2 �$������'��E�8 ���>�
&�$���
&�	���2 �����!��
����������� ,��	���
������������������	����	��H���#����"�����
��
�&���>�
&��
������	��
"������	��	���������!���
�	������������



�����*�

Summary of Trinity Lutheran Church Council Minutes of October 11, 2005 
 

Financial Report—Pledged giving continues to lag and is about 6% behind projections.  Work on the 
2006 budget is underway. 
Stewardship—The Finance and Stewardship Ministry Teams continue working on stewardship plans 
and the 2006 budget.  Members anticipate holding a “town meeting” with the congregation prior to 
finalizing the budget.  Avenues of communication with the congregation were discussed and it was 
decided to include financial information in our weekly bulletins in a “stewardship corner”. 
“Trinity Cares” - Participating ministry teams have created “banners” for our special “Trinity Cares” 
services on October 16th.  A Chancel drama will be presented and team members will discuss their 
ministry activities and needs between services. 
Human Resources—Tim Burbridge, our new custodian, is off to a fast start.  The HR Implementation 
Team will meet soon and report at the November meeting. 
Transition Team—The Council was updated on how the team will finalize its work.  Between 85 and 
90 members participated in creating our mission profile. It will be submitted to the Synod by 
November 1st.  Our Synod liaison, Rev. Jeff Clements, and/or Bishop Gary Wollersheim will visit 
with the council and call committee in late November. 
Call Committee: Executive Team—Once the call committee members have accepted, their names 
will be shared with the congregation. 
Facility Policies—A draft policy for usage of our facilities will be reviewed by the council and 
ministry team leaders. 
Christmas Worship—The Worship Ministry Team has recommended having four services on 
Christmas Eve this year, one service Christmas Day, and a WOW travelers’ service on Wednesday, 
December 21st. 
Endowment Committee—It was requested that Elaine Lundeen be appointed to this committee for a 
3-year term. 
Try-A-Tithe Sunday—Donations to date total $3,759.60. 
First Communion—A workshop will be held on Saturday, October 22, and first communion will take 
place on the first Sunday in November. 
Side-By-Side Committee—Applications will be accepted in December and submitted in January. 
Adult Spiritual Formation/Education—Adult retreat has been rescheduled to January.  We continue 
to plan adult education classes for 2006. 
Youth Education Team—There will be a Confirmation dinner and caroling on December 11th. 
Sunday school is going well and we are beginning to plan for the summer of 2006.  Sr. High Sunday 
school is also going well, Anne Williams met with the teachers to reaffirm plans made last summer. 
Children’s Ministry Team—Our first mini-camp will be this Sunday (see announcement).  We 
continue to respond to our Sunday School needs with continual improvements.  Pastor Laura will be 
joining Sunday School every second Sunday of the month. 
Good Fruits/Ministry Blessings 
1. For the creativity and enthusiasm of participants in the “Trinity Cares” services. 
2. The perseverance and hard work of the Transition Team members moving us toward the future. 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Report from Finance & Stewardship teams 
 

The following chart provides a summary of financial results in the General Operations Fund for the 
ten months ending October 30, 2005.  Key explanations are: 
 

1.    Offering Gifts received to date are 5% less than budget.  All members are encouraged to be-
come current in their pledged giving! 

Benevolences are less than budget – because of the delays in income received.  For 2005, Trinity 
pledged this mission support as a fixed percentage of income.  As income rises, so will benevolence.  
We are currently behind in paying Benevolence due to the short-fall in available cash. 

GENERAL OPERATIONS FUND            10 Months ending October 31, 2005 

 Budget Actual Over (under) 

INCOME  

Offering Gifts $623,943 $592,231 $ (31,712) 

Trinity Cares! $38,000 $46,957 $8,957 

All Other Income   $16,931 $1,229 $ (15,702) 

Total  $678,874 $640,417 $ (38,457) 

 

EXPENSES & MORTGAGE PAYMENTS 

Human Resources $361,442 $357,929 $ (3,512) 

Property Expenses $86,083 $87,932 $1,849 

Benevolences $70,417 $66,880 $ (3,536) 

Mortgage Payments $63,705 $63,705 $ 0  

Ministry Teams Expenses $37,625 $30,342 $ (7,283) 

Office Expenses     $12,917 $13,655 $738 

Total $632,188 $620,444 $ (11,744) 

INCOME LESS  
EXPENSES & MTGE. 

$46,686 $19,973 $ (26,712) 

 

(Continued from page 6) 

3. Carole Bloeser’s faithful service for six years on the Endowment Committee. 
4. Natalie Condit’s work and faithful attention to detail and willingness to answer questions and 

share information. 
5. For the warm birthday greetings extended to Pastor Joel and Pastor Laura. 


