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Trinity Evangelical
Lutheran Church Annual
Congregational M eeting-

12:15 PM Sunday,

January 29, 2006
“Come and Se¢”

As we read the annua
reports of the Trinity
Congregation Council,
Ministry Leadership Teams,
Staff and recount the
blessings and challenges of
2005, please join me in
celebrating God's active

a new Congregational
Mission Profile, which, was
shared with the
congregation, Bishop Gary
Wollersheim and eventually
with potential Sr. Pastor
candidates.

The seven-member Sr.
Pastor Call Committee has
been meeting since
December 1% with Assistant
of the Bishop, Pastor Jeff
Clements, to further discern
the skills and gifts that
Trinity seeks in a new

presence in our
midst and the
tremendous
faithfulness of all
who have answered
God's cal to grow
as disciples of Jesus
Christ  through
Trinity’s  mission
and ministry.

pastor  with
whom  we
will share
ministry
leadership.

| n
addition to
t hese
MAJOR

Only one year
ago the Trinity Council
faithfully voted to fulfill our
2004 obligations to our
ministry partners around the
world. Last spring the
faithful members of Trinity
celebrated our unity in
Christ through our “Trinity
Cares” stewardship
challenge. Generous
commitments exceeded
$61,000 and Trinity entered
a renewed sense of spiritual
health.

Then the Transition
Team gathered us together
at cottage meetings and
various settings resulting in

accomplishments, our gifted
and talented Council, staff,
and Ministry Leadership
Teams and members
generated meaningful
ministries throughout the
seasons. Please take the
opportunity to thank the
Council, Ministry Team
Leaders and teams, and
ESPECIALLY one of the
most wonderful church
staffs with whom | have
shared ministry over the
last 30 years.

Come, celebrate with us
the fond memories of 2005
and help us launch Trinity's

new faith adventure through
our 2006 ministries.

This year’s annual
congregational meeting
will  have a new
celebration flavor. The
Trinity praise team will
help us gather in the
Sanctuary for a
multimedia presentation
of Trinity’s 2005 ministry.
The year 2005 has been a
year of wonderful
accomplishments for
which we invite you to
come and celebrate with
your partners in Christ's
mission through Trinity’s
ministry.

The second special
2006 Proposed  Budget
Open Forums will be held
on_Sunday, January 22™
at the 10:00 Am Education
hour in the Chape. All
persons with  helpful
comments or concerns are
encouraged to attend this
last forum before the
Annual Congregational
M eeting, January 29"

The annual reports,
resolutions, 2006
Congregational Council and
Nominating Committee
nominations, and proposed
2006 budget will be
distributed at church
Sunday, January 22™ for all
interested persons.

Growing and Sharing

Ministry
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On January 22, we welcome
Intern Pastor Ben Ingelson
back to preach for us and
share during Learning for
All  Ages. Pastor Joe
remains as the presiding
pastor. Ben is a Trinity
member who is currently
about half way through his

$ %

internship year at Followers
of Christ in Plainfield. On
that same day, Pastor Laura
will be traveling to
Followers of Christ to bring
greetings from Trinity and
preach, with their pastor,
Ron Voss presiding. We
give thanks for this

partnership
in Christ®
mission
and pray
for safe
travel for
al.




Most of us don't get
epiphanies. We only
get a whisper—a faint
urge. That's it. That's
the call. It's up to you
to do the work of
discovery, to connect
it to an answer. Of
course, there's never
a single right answer.
At some point, it feels
right enough that you
choose, and the
energy formerly spent
casting about is now
devoted to making
your choice fruitful.
—Po Bronson, author of
“What Should | do With
My Life?"

Have you

wondered.....
What should | do
when | “ grow-up?”
How can | do
something that makes
a difference in the
world?
Am | doing the right
job?

ever

How do | connect my
faith  with my
everyday life?

You are not alonel
These type of questions
are might be referred to
as types of questions
about our vocation.
Vocation includes the
whole life of a person and
is not smply his or her
own occupation. Because
of the biblically-grounded
conviction that God
operates in every sphere
of life (and not just in
church or a work),
Christians  understand
God's call to be a part of
every area of life
Vocation involves al of
life's reationships (i.e
employee, student,
neighbor, parent, friend,
brother, sister, daughter,
son). This workshop will
invite you to explore who
you are and how to serve
the world and the church

as exactly the people they
are.

When our life situation
changes, so do our
opportunities for living
faithfully. What might God
be cdling you to? A
change or end in career or
in a family situation might
make us wonder ‘what’s
next? How might you find
new place and space in
your life for serving? God
calsus, for life.

This day long retreat will
invite you to spend some
time thinking and talking
about vocation, and also do
some gift discernment.

Join us January 28th here
at Trinity from 9:00 am—
3:00 pm. Please cal Anne
Williams at 309-762-3624
with question and to
register.
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“ A different world cannot
be built by indifferent
people.” — Chinese fortune
cookie.

Trinity donations to
Christian Friendliness and
the Food Pantry for last
year dropped 13% from
2004 levels. This trend is
aarming considering the
17.6 million people living in
working-poor households
(living below the poverty
line). Many of these
families must choose
between eating and paying
for heat or fued or the
doctor. Loca food banks
free them from these hard
choices.

Please consider
“adopting” a family for
2006. Simply add a dollar
amount to your grocery bill
each week. Even one dollar

(a bottle of pop a the
checkout) can make a
difference. Then drop that
amount in the collection
plate on Sunday (make sure
to mark that it is for the
food pantry).

Or you can add a few
items to your grocery
purchase and bring them to
Trinity. Please leave food
pantry items in the
designated area outside
Founders Hall.

In 2005 Trinity
donations helped an average
of 169 families and 500
people each month. In
2004 that average was
185 families and 576
people. Let's try to
reverse the trend.
Make a New Year's
Resolution to adopt a
new outlook. Don't be
indifferent.

The next World Hunger
Sunday is February 19th.
Donation envelopes will be
arriving in a future Visitor
and you can find them in
your pew.

Please watch for
updates and new
opportunities in future
newsl etters.




Notes onthe, Journey

Vacation. Yes, vacation.
What a hoot. My daughters
and | spent 6 days in San
Diego after Christmas and
over New Years. | am
currently enjoying the wild
animal photo desk calendar
that | bought at the San
Diego Zoo — but the 380-
plus pictures that we took
are pretty amazing as well.
(Okay, not the pictures that
focused on a fence instead
of an animal, but all the rest
of them are great.)

Even though I've been
back for over a week now, |
still am amazed at the
impact on me of being in
and amongst God'’s creation
in a different location. My
reactions range from
amazement and wonder, to
awe and puzzlement, to
humility and thankfulness,
to seasickness, to curiosity
and fear (specifically, fear
of birds, which is not a
secret...).

Everywhere we went, |
was amazed at the diversity
of creation. Who knew
about these animals?!
Pandas, sea lions, commerce
dolphins, and polar
bears were big h|ts

with all of us

also have (#Q
meircat and Iemur

fansin my house. | (L
am particular to
camels, koalas,
frogs (which | didn't see

because some people didn’t
want to go into the reptile

house before lunch), and
giraffes.

We saw nature in
progressively less contained
areas, starting with
SeaWorld, thenSan
Diego Zoo, then the -
Wild Animal Park
and finally on the
ocean. | appreciated
every experience. |
appreciate  God’'s
good work in
creation, and the
work of people who
preserve that
creation and educate
others (like wus)
about it. We stood
within a few feet of
the majority of the
animals, even
holding starfish and
touching stingrays. We saw
blue whale flukes in the
ocean and hundreds and
hundreds of common
dolphins. (And of course,
plenty of birds!)

For me, it was very much
a spiritual experience. As|
wondered at the creation
that God created and said

as “good,” | couldn’t help
but be thankful. |
couldn’t help but be
in awe about the
imagination and

humor of this God
w\\/ who loves us all

(have you ever seen
an okapi?). We
stood on the beach and
watched the powerful surf
that carved out the

“canyons’ for the tide pools.
Of course | had to take
the occasional picture of
some bit of horticulture.
I’m ready to coach my
simple aloe plant on
to some bigger and
better things!
Fortunately | was well
humored in my
picture taking or even
coming to a full stop
in the middle of a path
to take a deep breath
at the elephant-sized
elephant topiary!

(¢ However, my
d amazement didn’'t
stop with things with
fins or feathers, fur or
ferns. We were
surrounded by people
from around the world —
faces and languages from
around the nations — for
God has created us beautiful
and wonderfully — and
uniquely. (All people
understand how to find the
polar bears when there is a
picture of a polar bear and
an arrow — who needs words
for that?) While | don't
speak all these languages,
all of them are fit to express
the words for admiring and
preserving creation. All are
fit for being in caring and
loving relationships with
one another. All are fit to
bear the Good News.

Thankful and amazed on the
journey,

If you were one of the folks
who made a New Year's
Resolution to include daily
devotions in your schedule
or broaden the scope of
those devotions, Trinity’s
library has a wide selection
of devotional materials to
help you. Authentic Living
by Lowell O. Erdahl
242.2ERD is an example.
The book is organized into
15 weeks with 7 days each.
You could a page each day
from now until after Easter,
or you could easily read a
week in one day and finish
the book in two weeks.
Erdahl says that when we
“let go and let God,” we
become the persons we are

born to be and begin to live
the life we are designed to
live’ One day's reading
entitted “Trying versus
Trusting” says that faith is
pure receptivity. But
passive faith is only one
side of Christian life
Active love isthe other side.
The Good Book Club meets
Monday, January 23 to
discuss The Kite Runner by
Khaled Hosseini.

THE TLC BOOK
CcLuUB

The newly formed
TLC Book Club
discussed Y ear of
Wonders by Geraldine
Brooksand To Kill a

Mockingbird by Harper Lee
at itsfirst two mestings.
Future dates and books are:
January 26—Angels and
Demons by Dan Brown
February 16—Redeeming
Love by Francine Rivers
March 16—East of Eden by
John Steinbeck

April 20—Shadow Baby by
Alison McGhee

All meetings are held in
Trinity’s lounge at 1:00 p.m.
Everyone s
welcome to join
in the
discussions.
Hope to see you
therel




Attention al second
year confirmands
we will be having a
meeting on
Wednesday, March
8™ at 7:30 pm (after
L enten worship) to
go over everything
you need to know
about affirming
your baptisms (aka
getting confirmed)
this spring.

Lent Already?! ?

To say that it's never to
early to think about Lent
somehow seems wrong — |
mean who wants to think
about giving things up or
contemplating the death of
Jesus? It's not something |
relish doing. But there's
another aspect to Lent — one
that 1 do enjoy quite a bit.
Lent is a time to dig deeper
into your faith. There are
many ways to do about it:
you can read a book, or
better yet the Bible, you can
spend time in prayer, you
can ask questions about
faith issues with other
seekers, you can develop a
spiritual practice in your
own life. Lent isn't just
about giving things up, it's
about digging in.

The Adult Spiritua
Formation team is ready to
help you dig in to your faith
with a number of Lenten
Learning options. We are
excited to bring you not one
but two different mid-week
learning opportunities and,
as adways, the Trinity
Lenten Devotional Book.

Wednesday Evenings.
From the Edge of the
Crowd by James Sar gent
From the Edge of the
Crowd is a through
provoking journey through
the Gospel of Luke,
focusing on Jesus' ministry
and his teachings. Written
by Pastor James Sargent
while he was going through
persona crisis, this book
takes us, the readers, from

the edge of the crowd to the
heart of Jesus ministry on
earth. From the Edge of the
Crowd offers an
imaginative, thought-
provoking, and fresh daily
devotional for the Lenten
season. Each devotion ends
with exercises that
encourage thought about the
implications of the scripture
in biblical times as well as
for our own time. Sargent
also concludes each letter
from Eli with questions for
reader spiritual journaling.
We will be meeting each
Wednesday evening at 5:30
(dinner offered at 5:00 pm),
starting March 1%, Ash
Wednesday, to discuss what
we have read and learned.

Tuesday Mornings:
Coffeeand
Conversation: A

L enten Exploration of
Spirituality

Our Lenten exploration
of spirituality focuses on
actively getting ready for
Easter morning by using
Sarah Parsons Clearing
Season:  Reflections  for
Lent. Parsons writes: “To
arrive at newness of life, we
first name parts of our lives

that are shrouded in
darkness... To put it very
dramatically... your first

order of businessis to break
your heart for God. We
walk through some muck so
that we can leave it behind
and find Easter joy
beyond.... With God® help
we will clear the darkness

away and begin to
experience greater joy and
newness of life” Using
different spiritual practices,
Parsons opens us up to an
entirely different kind of
Lenten journey. The study
and discussion group led by
Jane Bahls will meet
Tuesdays at 10:30 in the
church lounge, beginning
February 28.

L enten Devotional

Book

This year our
devotional book will be
focusing on Jesus ministry
as recorded in the Gospel of
Luke (sound familiar?).
There are parables and
miracles and hedlings to
reflect on and write about.
While the Wednesday
evening study will also
focus on the same gospel,
we want to put our own
thoughts and insights on
paper and share them
amongst ourselves. We can
be our own best teachers!

Books are available at cost
through the Education
Minister. Please sign-up in
Founders so that we can
order enough books.
Payment is due at the first
meeting.

Sign-ups for al the Lenten
experiences are in Founders
Hall during Fellowship
time. If you have any
questions, please contact
Anne Williams at 762-3624.

t(

Worship and Music

The team discussed the
need for a decoration team
that would put up, take
down, and store items for
Christmas and Easter. It
was noted that the church
should if at al possible
have one pastor in
residence every Sunday.
Also the team® mission
statement was reviewed.

Health/Wellness

The team finalized plans
for the wak to New
Orleans project of matching
"dollars to miles" It
organized plans for making

#

hygiene kits for Ericsson
School. It discussed hosting
a LifeLine Screening on
May 11,2006 and aso
planned for Pastor Laura®
next grief recovery
meeting.

Communication

The team discussed the
pros and cons of having the
Trinity Visitor published
only once a month. It also
discussed the cost and lay
out of the lllowa Ad that
appears every week in the
newspaper. A meeting will
be held to discuss possible
changes.

Adult Spiritual Formation:
We continue to plan for our
January Retreat on the 28th
from 9:00 to 3:00 here at
Trinity. Weare in full swing
for Lent later this spring.

Chilren® Education Ministry
Team: We focused on the
new year in Sunday School
and the new addititions (2
1/2 year olds) and changes
(doubling the number of
bible stories) that we are
enacting
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Blessed Beginnings February 17, 2006 Blessed
Preschool is soon Hoursto enroll: Beginnings
accepting 2006-2007 8:15- 11:00 am. Preschool.
enrollments for our 3 and 12:15 - 3:00 p.m. Class spaces will be filled

4 year olds programs.
« Current students and
Trinity Lutheran Church

Please stop in the preschool
to drop off your application
(do not mail) and pay your

on a “first come, first
served” basis, and we will
notify you regarding

children: “non-refundable”  $35.00  placement by March 1.
Tuesday, February 2  enrollment feePlease make  Questions? Contact Tina
through  Wednesday,  your check payable to:  Hayzat(309) 764-7220
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We are well on our way
to New Orleans — arriving at
Junction Texas this past
week (my, Texas is a bhig
state)

graciously agreed to match
our _contributions dollar
for _dollar up to $2276.00
(the number of miles to

New Orleans)!

Contributions
toward the New
Orleans Synod are
growing with the
generosity of our
congregation -
$852.28 to datel

Our  Ministry
Team is very
excited to watch
our  contribution
double with each
dollar given. Our
thanks goes to Jim

Great news came
this week as the
Trinity

Horstmann and the
Committee for
their foresight and

endeavor.

It's not too late to join the
walk —just tie up your shoes
and take the first step (or
two — or three). And —
don't forget to log your
miles on the way into
Founders Hall - you'll
notice the file boxes under
the big U.S. map. Get the
New Year sarted in a
healthier way with exercise
while supporting our
Lutheran brothers and
sistersin New Orleans.

The Annual
Congregational
Meeting is
scheduled for

Sunday,
January 29th
2006.

Endowment committee commitment to this
$ s #/0 ' ¢ $
$

February is American Heart
month, a month designated
to educate and help
Americans become more
aware of the risk heart
discase poses for many
people. Cardiovascular
disease remains the number
one killer of men and
women in the United States.
To help Quad-Citians
identify their risk factors
and take charge of their
health, Trinity Medical

Center and the Community
Health Partners will offer a
cardiac screening through
out the month of February.
This screening includes a
total fasting blood
cholesterol test. The blood
test will identify total
cholesterol levels - HDL,
LDL and triglycerides.
Participants should fast 12
hours prior to the screening.
Screening participants will
receive areport and their lab

values a couple weeks after
the screening. The report
will outline risk factors and
offer recommendations for
reducing those risks.

Deciding to take charge
of your life by learning
where your health stands
today is a great way to start
the new year!

For more information, call
Julie at the church 762-

$ (

Trinity members-

| wanted to take a moment
after the hustle and bustle of
the holidays to thank you
for your generous support of

the Sweat Shirts for
Ericsson Program. In a
few short weeks, you

combined efforts to create
an overwhelming supply of
“warmth” for these children.
A special thank you to Dave

Tews and The Cary Francis
Group for their donation of
85 sweatshirts and to Judy
Rullman, and Thrivent
Financial who donated $400
dollars towards the
endeavor. We had over 40
people involved in this
service project! Right before
Christmas break, we were
able to deliver 120
sweatshirts to Ericsson.

With such a generous
outpouring, we had to put
some shirts aside for
another “paint date”. Please
join us, if you can, in
February.

Deb Slothower and the
Sarah Unit

Thursday, January 26, 2005
6:30 pm to 8:00 pm in the
Multipurpose Room

This time is
intended for people who
have suffered the loss of a
spouse, child, sibling,

$ *#
$ %

parent, or significant other —
especiadly in the past two
years. A light refreshment
will be served. We will be
working a “What Helps’
resource to share with
others who grieve. This

+ /
%

evening is facilitated by
Pastor Laura Koppenhoefer
and supported by our Health
and Wellness Ministry
Team. No reservations are
required. Questions? Call
Pastor Laura at 762-3624.
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Sunday, Sunday, January Sunday, January
January 22nd 22nd 29th
Budaet Forum Trinity Lutheran Annua_l
D g. th Church Annual Congregational
ur' ng the Reports Available Meeting
10-_00 am in the East and 12:15 pm
Learning Hour West Narthex Sanctuary

Assisting Ministersand

Communion Assistants

Attention al those who
would like to serve in these
roles in our worship! One
training session was offered
in August of this vyear.
Pastor Laura is interested in
offering a mid-year training
to anyone interested in
learning these roles.
Interested? Please call
Pastor Laurato let her know
of your interest -- 762-3624.

Social Action Ministry
Team

This new team will be
gathering for the first time
in February! If you have
already signed up to join us,
you will be getting a letter
about our first meeting.
What will we be doing?
Assessing our current
ministries (e.g., Salvation

Army, food pantry, Ericcson
School) and prayerfully and
expectantly consider how
God is calling us forward. If
you are interested or have
questions - call Pastor
Laural 309-762-3624

Dig Deeper During Lent

Looking for a chance to dig
deeper during Lent? Could
your spiritual life use more
focus and discipline? Join
“Coffee and Conversation:
A Lenten Exploration of
Spirituality.” This small
study and discussion group
led by Jane Bahls will meet
Tuesdays at 10:30 in the
church lounge, beginning
February 28. Participants
will read The Clearing
Season: Reflections for Lent
by Sarah Parsons and put its
ideas into practice. Sign up
Sundays between services.

[ #3 % &

Up ‘N Adam, Eve
Wednesday, February 1st at
8:30 AM “Eagles’ Janet
Moline Tickets $3.00
available January 22" and
29" in Founders Hall or call
either Julie Blew at 762-3624
or Al Hansen at 762-1734.

WANTED: prison visitors
Trinity® next scheduled visit
to the prison at Dixon is
Thursday, March 23rd. If you
would like to be a part of the
group ( only 5 may go) please
contact Judy Rullman.
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It looks needed.

differently, it unfolds
differently, it is il
the Trinity Visitor.

| hope you like the
new look. The new
format is designed to
be more Ilike a
newspaper and should
eliminate the need to
carry articles over
several pages. It also
gives me the border
space to highlight
sections of articles, list
important dates, or add
a poem or small item

Print out a full
copy a home or just
the page you need
(like the calendar)

Less paper clutter,
save your eTV on
your computer and
reference it whenever
you would like.

Save Trinity the
printing and postage
expenses.

Please send me an e
mail to try the eTV.

of interest.

If you have an e-
mail account | would
like the opportunity to
show you the eTV. The e
TV is the Trinity Visitor in
adobe format. Some of the
benefits of receiving the
Vigitor in e-mail are:

Full Color Graphics

The ability to magnify
articles as large as is

I'll send you this issue
of thee-TV so you can
compare versions. If
you like it, | can add
you to the electronic
mailing list and remove you
from snail mail. My e-mail
address i s
communi cations@trinitylut
heranmoline.org.

Thank Y ou

Dawn Anderson




