As we look forward to
Super Bowl XL Sunday,
perhaps we could ask if
there are any similarities
between a world-wide
broadcast of an athletic
competition and the Church.
At the climax of the football
game there will be 22 totally
exhausted athletes in the
middle of the field who
have been struggling to win,
desperately in need of rest,
surrounded by 60,000
stadium spectators and
millions of TV viewers,

we were all made to drink
of one Spirit. Indeed, the
body does not consist of
one member but of many...
% |f one member suffers,
all suffer together with it; if
one member is honored, all
rejoice together with it
Now you are the body of
Christ  and individually
members of it.” (1 COR. 12:
12-27)

We are the Body of
Christ wherever we are- at
home, at school, at work, or
at church; cheering athletes

desperately in need and al in
of exercise. ministry;

Does this encouraging
sound like any students and
churches that you stroke
know? Frankly, it victims;
sounds like many praying for
churches. The peace and
Church, including for peace
Trinity, is the Body keepers;
of Christ in the carrying one

world. The Apostle Paul
addressed the struggling
church in Corinth with a
message of care and
compassion. For just as
the body is one and has
many members, and all the
members of the body,
though many, are one
body, so it is with
Christ.  For in the one
Spirit we were all baptized
into one body--Jews or
Greeks, daves or free--and

another’'s burdens and
sharing one another’s joys.
Jesus Christ welcomes,
forgives and heals ALL who
seek healing of body, mind
and spirit without regard to
tenure or temperament,
tenacity or timidity,
financial hopefulness or
caution. In the waters of our
Baptism, we are named and
claimed as Children of the
Heavenly Father and sisters
and brothers of al who

believe that Jesus Christ is
Lord and Savior.

The Trinity mission
statement makes great sense
when we believe what we
say: “Praise God, Serve
Christ and LOVE One
Another.” Put into action,
the 21% Century Disciples of
Jesus Christ will: PRAY
daily; WORSHIP weekly;
READ the Bible
Diligently; SHARE a Tithe
(10%) of our Time, Talent
and Treasure;, REACH
Out to others in Jesus
Name; CARE for othersin
need; ENCOURAGE
spiritual growth in
ourselves, children, youth
and adults. All 21% Century
Disciples of Jesus Christ are
called to share these
“PoWeR SouRCE”
principles every day in
every way.

| invite you to come out
of the stadium and join one
of our ministry leadership
teams so that all children of
God can exercise their faith
and experience God’'s
presence in the Body of
Christ that we cal our

church  home, Trinity
Evangelical Lutheran
Church.

Y our Servant in The Body
of Christ,
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Blessed Beginnings Preschool is soon accepting 2006-2007 enrollments for
our 3 and 4 year olds programs.
Current students and Trinity Lutheran Church children:

Tuesday, February 2 through Wednesday, February 17, 2006

Hoursto enroll:
8:15-11:00 am.
12:15 - 3:00 p.m.

Please stop in the preschool to drop off your application (do not mail)
and pay your “non-refundable” $35.00 enrollment fee.

Please make your check payable to: Blessed Beginnings Preschool.
Class spaces will befilled on a“first come, first served” basis,
and we will notify you regarding placement by March 1.
Questions? Contact TinaHayz at (309) 764-7220
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The Bible tells us that salvation is ours through belief in Jesus
Christ and that we should tell everyone about him. 1f we accept that Biblical
directive, global mission should be a top priority for Trinity and for all

its members.

How does Trinity give global mission top priority? A major way
in which Trinity attemptsto involve its membersin global mission is by
establishing two Sundays each year when special offerings are held
exclusively for Trinity’s global mission projects. This year, these specid
offering days will be “Globa Mission Sunday” on February 19 and “Try-A-
Tithe Sunday” on October 1. With the exception of the monthly World
Hunger Appeal offerings that provide support for Lutheran World Relief, the
special offerings made on these two Sundays provide for the entire funding

of al of Trinity’s global mission efforts.

“Global Mission Sunday” is a little over two weeks away. Another article appearsin
this“Trinity Visitor” along with articlesin the next TV that highlight the global mission
projects that Trinity members carry out and support. The World Missions bulletin board
located at the foot of the stairs leading to Founder’s Hall from the west narthex and the “World
Mission” page on Trinity’s web site also provide information concerning Trinity’s global

mission involvement.

You are encouraged to read those “TRINITY VISITOR” articles that describe the global
mission projects that will be funded by our special gifts on Global Mission Sunday.

As we look forward to Global
Mission Sunday, we need to be 5
mindful of how Trinity is
involved in mission around the
world.  Listing the global
mission projects that Trinity
completed during 2005 will
serve as a reminder of
Trinity’s global mission
involvement.

1. Trinity provided
financial support of
$1,000 each for four
missionary familiesin
Tanzania: Todd and Lori
Byerly, Dr. Steve and

Bethany Friberg, Dr. 6.

Mark and Linda
Jacobson, and Dennis and
Meredith Murnyak.

2. Including the donations
from the congregation
and Blessed Beginnings
Preschool, WMMT
gathered and assembled
items for and delivered
50 school kits and 52
health kits to Lutheran

World Relief along with 7.

50 midwife kits and 50
AIDS/Hospice kitsto
Globa Health Ministries.

3. Ten M-bags of college
textbooks donated by the
Augustana Book Store
and faculty were sent to
Tumaini University in
Iringa, Tanzania.

4. The“World Mission
Ministry” link from
Trinity’ sinternet web site
continued to provide a
continuous update of
Trinity global mission

projects along with 8.

information about the
missionaries for whom

Trinity provides support.

. The specia offerings

received on World
Mission Sunday
($4,980.00) and Try-A-
Tithe Sunday ($4,054.60)
provided total support for
Trinity’s global mission
projects, including
support for four
missionary families. In
2006, World Mission
Sunday will be called
Global Mission Sunday
and will be held on
February 19.

Bishop Laiser of the
Arusha Diocese of
Tanzania was the guest of
honor and speaker at
“Breakfast With The
Bishop” held at Trinity.
A group of 25to 30
pastors and members of
EL CA congregations
from the area took part in
ameal prepared and
served by the WMMT.

Trinity’ said through
Lutheran World Relief
for the South Asia
Tsunami disaster and the
rebuilding of that area
was $3,878 from
individual giftsand
$6,000 from the
Endowment Fund.
Another donation to
Lutheran World Relief
from the Endowment
Fund was $1,000 for
emergency assistance for
the West African nation
of Niger.

Trinity’s gifts to Global
Health Ministries projects
included: $1,000 from

the Endowment Fund for
mosquito nets for Selian
Lutheran Hospital in
Arusha, Tanzania; $1,000
from the Endowment Fund
for medical equipment and
suppliesfor 14 rural
medical clinicsin Northern
Tanzania; $1,000 from the
Endowment Fund to the
Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Tanzania
hospice expansion
program; $1,000 from
WMMT for Maasai
Support Servicesin
Northern Tanzania; $500
from WMMT for medical
equipment and supplies for
lambi Lutheran hospital in
Central Tanzania; and
$100 from Up “N Adam,
Eve for undesignated
support of Global Health
Ministries.

. A gift of $1,000 from the

Endowment Fund was
given through the ELCA to
Japan Evangelical
Lutheran Association’s
program, “Help Feed A
Hungry Child.” A gift of
$900 from the Endowment
Fund was given to lambi
Hospital in Central
Tanzaniafor 24 mattresses.

10. A total of $42,252 from

the Forrest A. Reid estate
was given through the
Northern Illinois Synod to
the Arusha Lutheran
Medical Center, a
companion medical clinic
to Selian Hospital that is
directed by and was
founded by Dr. Mark
(Continued on page 3)



Notes onthe, Journey

When | look back at some
of the fun stuff about
growing up on a farm, it's
not hard to make a pretty
long list. The other day,
one of those fun things
popped into my head -
driving the go-cart. Granted
there were plenty of
tractors, but | never drove
them.  And, there were
severa riding lawn mowers
that | did drive over many
acres over many years. But
prior to “driver's license
age,” nothing carried the joy
that the go-cart did.

It was dad’s go-cart. My
brother and | would secretly
chuckle about the “bend” in
the front frame from contact
that dad made with a phone
pole long before we were
born. Perhaps we thought
that bringing that accident
up would lessen the chances
that mom would ever let us
drive again, so we left it as
some “badge of courage’
and promised ourselves
never to risk our lives or our
driving privileges to
something as slly as a
power pole.

The go-cart was truly
“no-frills” by today’s
standards. You could put
your hand over the
carburetor to help it start.
The gas tank was attached
to the seat back.
Unfortunately, my brother
learned to take motors apart
for cleaning before he
learned to put them back
together. We haven't ridden
since. His kids have a go-
cart now, though. Theirs
has aroll bar and seat belts.
That’s probably good,
though, because their engine
has a bit more speed. They
could probably race it. But,

looking out for power poles
istill agood idea.

In the last few weeks, I’'ve
felt like [I've watched
engines race. Only, the
engines are on those drag
racers — the kind they race
up a Cordova. The kind
that go from zero to 100
mph in 75 feet. (This
velocity could be way off —
as | know more about go-
carts than drag racers and
that isn't much). Now,
those drag racers don't get
so far so quickly without
fuel. They sit there, fueled
up, until something or
someone says “GO!”

This is pretty much, my
observation about us as a
church. Over long periods
of time (meaning times
longer than it takes to make
a budget, or redo ministry
team structure, or change a
worship service time, or
even the length of any one
particular pastora call), we
have been filling up the gas
tanks of our own human
drag racers. We've stored
up energy for good and for
il from a variety of
experiences. Questions and
arguments about authority
and worship time and
pastoral care and music and
education and leadership
and more, filled tanks with
fuel.  Unfortunately that
energy didn’t do much more
than fill tanks for many
years. Every so often there
might be a little race, but
not much more. (Inside our

heads we might have heard
some “track announcer” say
“Don’'t run with scissors.
Don't swim after you have
eaten a meal. And, don't
argue in church, ‘cause it's
God’'s house) Sometime
recently, for many, many
people, it was like someone
said “Go!” And, lots of
drag racers started -
consuming fuel and
traveling short distances
quickly.

Prior to our annual
meeting, many had traveled
short distances very quickly.
Tanks were being refilled
and gas was doshing about.
At the meeting, though,
something happened. Little
bits of gas were burned.
Honest discussion was the
direction of the day. The
Spirit provided the fuel, and
Christ provided the
destination. Which is good,
because our journey is
actualy long. And, on that
journey, as long as we are
all found in Chrigt, then we
are going the right direction.
The road on this journey
may be as smooth as the
grass lawn that my brother
and | drove our go-cart on,
with the gentle rolling
terrain of the yard. Or, it
may be as rough and full of
pot holes as the gravel road
in front of our farm. My
guess is that it will be both.
However, | think we can all
agree that crashing into
poles should be avoided.
We can do that. The One
who began a good work in
us....will be faithful to
completeit.

Together with you on the
journey

(Continued from page 2)

Jacobson, amissionary Trinity sponsors under the ELCA Missionary Sponsorship Program.
11. Located in Arusha, Tanzania, MWANGAZA provides support and services to a growing
network of Tanzanian Lutheran church-managed schools and their surrounding
communities throughout the country. A gift of $1,000 from the Endowment Fund was
given to the Mwangaza Textbook Fund. A gift of $1,000 from WMMT was given for the
expansion of Mwangaza' s four core programs.

12. A gift of $200 from WMMT was given to Centro Maya in Southwest Guatemala. Centro
Mayais a school and clinic that is especially designed for disabled children.

You are encouraged to read the article in the next “TRINITY VISITOR” in which the
missionaries for whom Trinity provides support will be highlighted. An additional
articlein that T.V. will tell about the guest speaker who will be delivering the sermon on

Mission Sunday.
World Mission Ministry Team
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Lent Already?! ?

To say that it's never to
early to think about Lent
somehow seems wrong — |
mean who wants to think
about giving things up or
contemplating the death of
Jesus? It's not something |
relish doing. But there's
another aspect to Lent — one
that | do enjoy quite a bit.
Lent is atime to dig deeper
into your faith. There are
many ways to do about it:
you can read a book, or
better yet the Bible, you can
spend time in prayer, you
can ask questions about
faith issues with other
seekers, you can develop a
spiritual  practice in your
own life. Lent isn't just
about giving things up, it's
about digging in.

The Adult Spiritual
Formation team is ready to
help you dig in to your faith
with a number of Lenten
Learning options. We are
excited to bring you not one
but two different mid-week
learning opportunities and,
as adways, the Trinity
Lenten Devotional Book.

Wednesday _Evenings:
From the Edge of the
Crowd by James Sar gent
From the Edge of the
Crowd is a through
provoking journey through
the Gospel of Luke,
focusing on Jesus ministry
and his teachings. Written
by Pastor James Sargent
while he was going through
persona crisis, this book
takes us, the readers, from

heart of Jesus' ministry on
earth. From the Edge of the
Crowd offers an
imaginative, thought-
provoking, and fresh daily
devotiona for the Lenten
season. Each devotion ends
with exercises that
encourage thought about the
implications of the scripture
in biblical times as well as
for our own time. Sargent
also concludes each letter
from Eli with questions for
reader spiritual journaling.
We will be meeting each
Wednesday evening at 5:30
(dinner offered at 5:00 pm),
starting March 1%, Ash
Wednesday, to discuss what
we have read and |earned.

Tuesday Mornings: Coffee
and Conversation: A
L enten Exploration of
Spirituality

Our Lenten exploration
of spirituality focuses on
actively getting ready for
Easter morning by using
Sarah Parsons Clearing
Season:  Reflections  for
Lent. Parsons writes: “To
arrive at newness of life, we
first name parts of our lives

that are shrouded in
darkness... To put it very
dramatically... your first

order of businessis to break
your heart for God. We
walk through some muck so
that we can leave it behind
and find Easter joy
beyond.... With God® help
we will clear the darkness
away and begin to
experience greater joy and

different spiritual practices,
Parsons opens us up to an
entirely different kind of
Lenten journey. The study
and discussion group led by
Jane Bahls will meet
Tuesdays at 10:30 in the
church lounge, beginning
February 28.

L enten Devotional Book

This year our
devotional book will be
focusing on Jesus ministry
as recorded in the Gospel of
Luke (sound familiar?).
There are parables and
miracles and hedlings to
reflect on and write about.
While the Wednesday
evening study will also
focus on the same gospel,
we want to put our own
thoughts and insights on
paper and share them
amongst ourselves. We can
be our own best teachers!

Books are available at cost
through the Education
Minister. Please sign-up in
Founders so that we can
order enough books.
Payment is due at the first
meeting.

Sign-ups for al the Lenten
experiences are in Founders
Hall during Fellowship
time. If you have any
questions, please contact
Anne Williams at 762-3624.

the edge of the crowd to the newness of life” Using
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Trinity Visitor
The February 23rd
deadline is for the
first Visitor to follow
our new budget
guidelines.
Beginning in March
of 2006 we will have
a monthly
newsletter. The
future deadlines will
be printed in the next
Visitor. Please let
me know when your
special Trinity event
isso | can be sure it
doesn't miss the
deadline.

Thank You,
Dawn Anderson
Communications
Coordinator




Attention al second
year confirmands
we will be having a
meeting on
Wednesday, March
8™ at 7:30 pm (after
L enten worship) to
go over everything
you need to know
about affirming
your baptisms (aka
getting confirmed)
this spring.
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As a church member you
are automatically also a
member of Women of the
ELCA (WELCA). Here at
Trinity we have 4 active
units meeting each month.
I would encourage you to
pick one that fits your
schedule and interests and
join the fun. We will be
highlighting the Units in
the upcoming Trinity
Visitors to give you a better
idea of what each unit does.
You can also find out more
in the WELCA handbook,

“Act boldly” located in the
narthex kiosks.

As a member of Sarah Unit,
| look forward to our
meetings each month. The
time spent in devotion and
fellowship brings me closer
to God and also closer to
some wonderful, fun-
loving, positive and caring
women that | now have the
privilege of caling dear
friends.

Activities in the past year
have included; sponsoring

Ladies Night Out, painting
sweatshirts for Ericsson
School, Mothers
Appreciation Dinner,
supplying children worship
bags and other tasks within
the Church. If any of this
sounds appealing, we hope
you will join us!

Sarah Unit meets the 3rd
Friday of the month at 9:00
am in the Trinity lounge with
babysitting provided.

Jan Peterson

% !

The Holy land has been in
the news alot recently and
when | saw the book | am
aPalestinian Christian 275
RAH by Mitri Raheb it
caught my eye. | would
truly recommend at least
the first part of the book
and the concluding
chapter, for persons to
gain a redlization

of the situation in

Palestine. Raheb

is the pastor of the

Evangelical

Lutheran

Christmas Church

in Bethlehem. His family
has lived in Bethlehem for
hundreds of years. His
story is bound to evoke
compassion and
admiration.  He relates
that when just after high

school he told a friend that
he had decided to study
theology, the friend replied,
“By the time you finish your
studies, there will be no
Chrigtians left in Palestine.
They will all have
emigrated.”  Raheb traces
the roots of the Palestinians
in the Holy Land in a good

and perhaps

surprising  historical

review. Despite the

many  problems,

Raheb remains

optimistic. His final

chapter echoes
Martin Luther King Jr. as he
says, “ | have a dream of
two peoples who live side
by side in peace with one
another and do not need to
waste their vast resources
on weapons which will just

rust away...I think of two
peoples who keep the name
of God holy and do not
misuse it to further their own
interests or suppress others.”
The second part of the book
is more scholarly. It is
entitted “On interpreting the
Bible in the Israeli-
Palestinian Context.”

The Good Book Club meets
Monday, February 27" at 7
p.m. to discuss Pope Joan by
Donna Cross.

The TLC Book Club
February 16—Redeeming
Love by Francine Rivers

All meetings are held in
Trinity’s lounge at 1:00 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to join
in the discussions. Hope to
see you there!
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Greetings and Thanks
from Geor ge Rohkohl—
Dad continues to be healthy
and feisty in his 95th year.
He is still enjoying his
interest in maintenance and
has befriended the
maintenance men in the
nursing home. Your cards
and notes are appreciated.
He speaks of you all kindly
and the time he spent with
you. Please continue to keep
him in your prayers and
heart.

Nancy Rohkohl Sms

Eagle
Scout
Ceremony
Tom and
Theresa
Scott
invite you to attend
the Eagle Scout Court
of Honor for John
Scott on Sunday
afternoon,
February 12th
at 2:00 pmin the

LYO SELLSMINI
CARNATION
BOUQUETS
SUNDAY, FEB 12TH
The LY O Y outh will
sell mini carnation
bouquets during the
9:30 Coffee Hour and
prior to the 11:00
service. Please stop by
and purchase one or
more bouquets for
yourself, friends, and

Dig Deeper During Lent
Looking for a chanceto dig
deeper during Lent? Could
your spiritua life use more

focus and discipline? Join

“Coffee and Conversation:

A Lenten Exploration of
Spirituality.” This small
study and discussion group
led by Jane Bahls will meet
Tuesdays at 10:30 in the
church lounge, beginning

February 28. Participants

will read The Clearing
Season: Reflections for

Trinit ¢ family!! Than_k you for Lent by Sarah Parsons and
rinity sanctuary. your continued put its ideas into practice.
Reception following generous support of our Sign up Sundays between
in Founders Hall. Trinity youth. services.
$! % $! % $( ! A lx*

Saturday, March 11th isthe
Congregational Resourcing
Event at Kishwaukee com-
munity Collegein Malta,
IL. Thiseventisfull of
workshops that bring practi-
cal ideas and resources for
congregations. Everyoneis

encouraged to come, learn,
share, and take something
home to help his or her local
congregation.

Peter Marty, host of Grac
Matters (the radio ministry
of the ELCA), will be the
keynote presenter. This

year'sthemeis“Woven To-
gether by Grace.” More
information and online reg-
istration is available at
www.nhisynod.org/cre or
contact Anne Williams at
309-762-3624.

As (!~

Assisting Ministersand

Communion Assistants

Attention al those who
would like to serve in these
roles in our worship! One
training session was offered
in August of this vyear.
Pastor Laura is interested in
offering a mid-year training
to anyone interested in
learning these roles.
Interested? Please call
Pastor Laurato let her know
of your interest -- 762-3624.

$s

Social Action Ministry
Team

This new team will be
gathering for the first time
in February! If you have
already signed up to join us,
you will be getting a letter
about our first meeting.
What will we be doing?
Assessing our current
ministries (e.g., Salvation
Army, food pantry, Ericcson
School) and prayerfully and
expectantly consider how

*([ *

God is calling us forward. If
you are interested or have
guestions - call Pastor Laural
309-762-3624

WANTED: prison visitors
Trinity® next scheduled visit
to the prison at Dixon is
Thursday, March 23rd. If you
would like to be a part of the
group ( only 5 may go) please
contact Judy Rullman.
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“The Souper
Bowl of Caring
isdefinitely
something
Jesus would

do!”
-Lutheran
Church of
Peace,
Platteville, WI

This coming Sunday is
the Super Bowl, but it
aso is Souper bowl
Sunday. Since 1993
many groups across the
land, including Christians
at Trinity, have joined in
a Souper Bowl of Caring
to collect money to help
those for whom life is not
so super. Over $28
million has been raised in
the past thirteen years,
including $4 million last
year, by over 11,000
organizations.  Of this
amount, almost $600,000
was raised by 1,937
Lutheran congregations.
Trinity has been aregular
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participant since the  before Churches United

beginning of this
program, usualy raising
between $1,000 and
$2,500 on this day. Of
course, we give to
national and local hunger
programs throughout the
year. Still, this Souper
Bowl Sunday is a good

way to “kickoff” the
ELCA hunger apped
effort for 2006.

Our contributions will
go to the same ELCA
Hunger Appea which we
support al vyear; we
simply report the amount
of the gifts that day to the
national Souper Bowl of
Caring office. Your gifts
will NOT go to the loca
Churches United effort
which has been
advertised on television
stations. Its causes also
are good. Yet, since we
have linked this day with
our hunger effort, long

began to focus on this
day, we will continue to
focus on support for our
own ELCA hunger
program.

So, please be generous
this Sunday! Consider an
amount equal to the cost
of a ticket for a maor
sports event or the cost of
refreshments you are
serving if you were
having a Super Bowl
Party. Bring a check or
cash and use a hunger
envelope for your gift.
As we pray “Give us this
day our daily bread,” God
calls us to reach out and
help so that others can
have food and a healthy
life.

-World Hunger
Committee




