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(February 26th is Mardi Gras Sunday, see pg. 8)

More about MARDI
GRAS and LENT...Mardi
Gras, or Fat Tuesday, is the
last hurrah before the
Christian season of Lent
begins on Ash Wednesday.
The week of February
26™ Christians will celebrate

traditionally the last day we
can eat rich food before Lent,
and al the fat in the house is
to be used up in preparation.
Lent is a time when
Chrigtians traditionally give
things up, read the Bible
more diligently, pray more

Shrovd
Tuesday and
A S h
Wednesday |
The Christian
season of Lent]
begins on Ash
Wednesday
and lasts for

regularly  and
look forward to
Holy Week and
Easter.

Like
Jesus on  the
Mount of
Transfiguration
thinking about the

six weeks. In

some parts of the world,
Shrove Tuesday is known as
'Mardi Gras anditisagreat
carnival time with parades,
fancy dress and huge floats
that process through the
towns and villages.

'Shrove’ comes from a
word meaning 'to confess, so
Shrove Tuesday means that
on Shrove Tuesday we
confess all our wrongdoing to
God and our sins are
forgiven. Then on Ash
Wednesday we go to church
and receive a smudge of ash
on our forehead. It is like a
badge of faith, showing that
we are sharing Jesus' pain and

future and
showing his faith in God,
many Christians do the same
and prepare for Easter by
thinking about how we can
deepen our faith. A soldier
wrote this prayer during the
American Civil War.

“| asked for strength
that | might achieve;
| was made weak that |
might learn humbly to

obey.

| asked for health that |
might do great things;
| was given infirmity
that | might do better
things.

| asked for power that
I might have the praise
of men;
| was given weakness
that | might feel the
need of God.

| asked for all things
that | might enjoy life;
| was given life that |
might enjoy all things.
| got nothing that |
asked for,
but everything that |
had hoped for.

Almost despite myself
my unspoken prayers
were answered;
| am, among all
people, most richly
blessed.

We dont always get
what we want or what we
ask for but, for Christians,
Lent is a time for faith and
trust in God; a time when
we look to share in Jesus
suffering and put
temptation behind us.”

And when we have
faith, however hard life
seems, we will fee God's
presence before, behind,
beside, above and within us.
Come Celebrate Mardi
Grasat Trinity,

temptations. .
And 'Mardi  Gras I asked for riches, thatl
means 'Fat Tuesday' in mlg-ht be happy; (My thanks to The National Society
French, because it is | was given pove_rty that & Culham College Indtitute)
| might be wise.
$ $ % &

(((

Open Enrollment for Blessed Beginnings Preschool for preschool year 2006-

2007 begins Tuesday, February 21st

Hoursto enroll:
8:15-11:00 am.
12:15 - 3:00 p.m.

Please stop in the preschool to drop off your application (do not mail)
and pay your “non-refundable” $35.00 enrollment fee.

Please make your check payable to: Blessed Beginnings Preschool.
Class spaces will befilled on a“first come, first served” basis,
and we will notify you regarding placement by March 1.
Questions? Contact TinaHayz at (309) 764-7220
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planned for the year 2006.

Aswe celebrate Global Mission Sunday, Dr. Mwenda Ntar angwi
will be guest speaker at both services. Mwenda is a teacher in the
Sociology Department at Augustana College.
during summer months to rebuild and upgrade the primary school he attended
as achild. Thisis one of numerous global mission projects in which Trinity,
has been involved.

The specia offering taken this Sunday will be exclusively for
Trinity’s global mission program. The success of Trinity’s global mission
projects will be dependent upon the congregational support shown this
HUNGER Sunday and on Tri-A-Tithe Sunday in October. Next week, we will receive a
letter and offering envelope in the mail encouraging us to support Trinity’s
global mission efforts. Each of us will have to make our own decisions as
to whether we will make an offering. Whatever we decide to do, it’s essential that God be
involved in our decision making. With God’'s Grace through the Holy Spirit, our special
mission gifts will enable Trinity to fulfill its commitment to the global mission projects

He has returned to Kenya

GUEST SPEAKER ON
GLOBAL MISSION
SUNDAY

Dr. Mwenda Ntarnagwi is
an Assistant Professor in the
Sociology Department at
Augustana College. The
academic specialty in which
he has written numerous
articles and has made several
professional presentations is
Anthropology. Mwenda, his
wife Margaret and their two
children live in Rock Island.
Margaret commutes to the
University of lowa as she
looks forward to completing
her Ph.D.

Born and raised in Kenya,
Mwenda has taken on the
project of rebuilding and
upgrading Mutuuma Primary
School that he had attended
as a child. During the
summer of 2004, he returned
to Kenya with over $2,600 he
had raised for this specia
project.  Included in that
amount was $1,000 gift from
Trinity’s Endowment Fund.
American dollars go a long
way in Kenya. It was
amazing what he was able to
do with $2,600. Prior to that
summer, the ratio of students
to textbooks in Mutuuma was
about 10 to one. Mwenda
improved that ratio
considerably. In addition, he
purchased 16 desks aong
with 16 chairs for teachers
and another 30 desks for
students. For the building
itself, he purchased five doors
and a cover for the library
ceiling which helped reduce
dust blowing in the building.

These improvements to
Mutuuma Primary School
were in addition to many
other things that he had done
previously to rebuild and
upgrade the school and its

educational program. Then
during the summer of 2005,
he and a group of students
and adults sponsored by the
Augustana Campus church
ministry returned to Kenya
with additional funding and
made more improvementsin
the school. There's no
guestion that he is seen by
the Mutuuma Primary
School students and their
families as a Godsend — a
person who has played a
major role in upgrading
primary education in his
childhood community.
Trinity has an investment
of both funding and
Christian support for
Mwenda’'s current and past
efforts to improve the lives
of the Kenyan children in
his home community. His
lifelong experience in
Kenya as well as his
involvement with Mutuuma
Primary School make
Mwenda highly qualified to
speak to us about the
mission Trinity can continue
to play in supporting
developing countries.

ELCA MISSIONARY
FAMILIESIN
TANZANIA

One of Trinity's more
inspiring and  fruitful
global mission projects is
sponsorship of three
missionary families in
Tanzania under the ELCA
Missionary  Sponsorship
Program, and in addition,
individual support for a
voluntary missionary
family also in Tanzania.
In 2005, Trinity provided
annual financial support
of $1,000 for each of these
four families. The four
missionary families

include:

Dennis __and Meredith
Murnyak and family
Dennis and Meredith have
been agricultural
missionaries in Tanzania
since 1983. They work in
the area of food production.
They are currently working
with Heifer International.
Heifer International provides
a “living loan” of an animal
along with extensive training
in animal care and good
farming practices to needy
families. Families who
receive an animal repay the
loan by passing on one or
more of the animal’s
offspring to other families in
need.

Dr. Mark and Linda
Jacobson and family

Dr. Mark and Linda
Jacobson have been medical
missionaries in Tanzania
since 1985. As a medica
doctor, Mark shares his time
between directing Selian
Hospital that he founded,
community health outreach
and a major church campaign
to battle AIDS. Mark’'s
inspiring commitment has
provided leadership for the
development of a surprisingly
modern and effective hospital
in a country that has very
antiquated medical facilities
and practices. The recently
constructed Arusha Lutheran
Medical Center, to which a
gift of $42,252 from the Reid
estate was given, is a
companion clinic to Selian
Hospital.

Dr. Steve and Bethany

Friberg and family

Dr. Friberg is a

pediatrician, and his
(Continued on page 3)




Notes o the Journey

I wonder if any week is
really a “regular one.
People to visit in the

hospital.  Stuff to write.
Bible study. Several
meetings. Lots of prayer

about one thing or another.
At home my “to do” list has
swamped my available hours
to accomplish things. |
needed to move beyond a
maintenance mode and
really “get stuff done.”

On one of my Fridays off
| was determined to do just

that. | did my regular
exercise routine. Some
banking. Some grocery

shopping. Some hill paying.
And, a bit of watching the
weather. |I’ve done that a lot
lately as | had a mid-winter
job done of roof and gutter
replacement on my house.
Somehow, the project
proceeded on schedule in an
odd run of warmer January
days. | was quite pleased to
wake up one morning to the
sound of ran that was
conveniently running off the
roof into those beautiful
gutters.

One project faced me that
Friday as the temperature
started to drop again:
getting rid of the left over
bundles of shingles that lay
on my front lawn. | was
convinced that the roof crew
was coming back for them
and even caled to remind
them. They assured me that
they left the shingles in the
event of shingle loss at some
time in the future. So on
that Friday, | donned my
down coat and hat and
gloves, and schlepped the
wheelbarrow to the curb to
“tote” the shingles away.
However, as | spied this
roofing material, | was quick
to note that what they left
were “3-tab” shingles and |
had new “architectural

shingles.” Hence, they
could not be mine, and |
returned the wheelbarrow
and my winter gear to their

respective locations and
went to the phone.
| addressed the

appropriate answering
machine, “Hello?! This is
... and THOSE shingles are
surely not mine. Could
someone please remove
them.”  About 1 minute
later | received areturn call.
Yes. Those ARE my
shingles. They are for the
“cap” or the “crown” or
whatever, and were mine to
keep.

By this time | was
brewing a little bit of an
attitude about the shingles.
(Of course there were 15 or
so other things | could be
doing besides finishing up
this one particular task.)
None the less, it was getting
even more cloudy outside,
and more toward dusk, and
“with God as my witness’
those shingles must be
moved!

So, back on with the
winter gear. Back to the
shed for the wheelbarrow.
(Note: common sense was
never called upon...) And
off I went with my best “no-
one-else-is- going-to-do-
this-so-I-must” attitude. |
don't remember even
kicking the shingles before |
lifted the top pack. If | had
kicked them, | would have
discovered a consistency
and movement a bit like the
tire on a Hummer....ak.a
heavy and not moving
anywhere.

| did my best “clean
and jerk” which was more a
grab on for dear life and lift
to the height of my heavy
duty wheel barrow and drop
(make that allow to fall) that
bundle into that great green

wheelbarrow cavern. It is
amazing how that dropping
came a the exact same
moment with the realization
that | HURT MYSELF! My
lower back raged a severe
protet to my lack of
foresight and common
sense. | scoffed at the 3
remaining bundles and
dragged the “wheelbarrow
and shingles of terror” back
to the shed before | cried
too hard in front of my
neighbor’'s houses and the

local squirrels.
The next morning, |
gathered my newfound

wisdom and my medicated
physique to church for the
church council retreat. In
closing devations, | told my
shingle story and what |
learned about asking for
help. About the importance
of working with others.
About sharing the burden
(and joy) of work. About
the cost of working aone
(strain, pain, and little gain)
and what else doesn't get
done when we work too
hard, too long, and alone
(because we are hurt or
exhausted or angry or full of
“attitude.”) For we are
created by God to be in
community, and in that
community, to love one
another as God has firg
loved us. All of life is
better accomplished when
we work together and when
we recognize that many
hands make light (and
beautiful)  work. With
thanksgiving for a
recovering back, and for
caring folks that have lifted
my shingles, | look forward
to this next year of ministry
with you.

Giving and receiving help
on the journey,

(Continued from page 2)

mission assignment is “ Rural Health Care.” Hewas called to coordinate the renovation and
reactivation of 14 rural dispensaries (medical clinics) in the north Massal area of Tanzania. In
addition to its contribution through the ELCA Missionary Sponsorship Program, Trinity has

donated to specific projectsinvolving Dr. Friberg's dispensaries.

Todd and Lori Byerly

Todd and Lori were inspired by Rich and Lisa Hensey, whom Trinity previously
sponsored as missionaries, to become mission volunteers at Tumaini University in Iringa,

Tanzania.

Lori has the responsibility as Assistant Librarian at the University, and Todd

provides electrical support including the development of a mgjor electrical grid. As mission
volunteers they are personaly responsible for managing all of their own expenses, except
medical insurance and housing. Should the Byerlys continue as mission volunteers, Trinity
will continue to provide $1,000 annually for their support.

World Mission Ministry Team

lNthe importance of
working with others.
About sharing the
burden (and joy) of
work”

Pt




L enten Devotion
Writers still
needed!

Have you ever
read the Bible?
Have you ever
prayed? If you
answered yesto
these questions
you are qualified
towritea
devotion for
Trinity’s
Devotional
booklet. We till
need writersto fill
al forty days of
Lent! Please call
the Education
Minister,
Anne Williams at
762-3624
if you are
interested.

&

Have you ever wondered
why so many of us feel
compelled to help out? Many
of us do not remember our
earliest days in Sunday
School and we have forgotten
many of the details of our
days in Confirmation, but it
there that many of us learn
about caring for our larger
community — the body of
Christ. For the past six weeks
our confirmation students
have been learning about
service — what it means to
take care of those around us
locally, nationally and
internationally. | would like
to thank those members of
Trinity who shared their
ministries with our students:

Patty Tillman for sharing
her knowledge and
insight about Member
Care

Judy Rullman for
sharing her experiences
with prison ministry
Larry Carson for talking
about his experiences at
“ground zero” in New
York and histimein
New Orleans after
Katrina

Paul and Karen Neder
for sharing wonderful
photos and stories about
their time in the Peace
Corpsin Africa

Dr. Norm Moline for
sharing his knowledge
about world hunger
issues and his ministry
here at Trinity on the
World Hunger Team

With all the specia
guests we had in
confirmation one has to
wonder if we had any time
to actually serve anyone. We
did! Our confirmation

+ ",

students brought together
$175.00 dollars to purchase
supplies for Lutheran World
Relief hedth kits. With the
expert help of Joan and Jim
Ribbeck the students put
together 41 health kits and
still had money and supplies
to donate to the Global
Missions Team to get more
supplies for kits. Making
health kits was aso an
opportunity for the
confirmation students to think
about stewardship. The
suggested donation per
student was $5.00. Most of
the students brought much
more than that. They raised
the money by saving their
alowances, cleaning their
homes and doing other
chores. | am very proud of
our confirmation students and
the contributions they are
making in ministry here at
Trinity.

Required Meeting for all 2™

Sundaysin March:

year students
Wednesday, March 8" at 7:30

pm in Founders Hall for all
students intending to be
confirmed in April and a
parent/guardian. We will be
measuring for robes and
getting al the last minute
details sorted. If you cannot
attend you must call Anne
Williams before the event at
762-3624.

Required Sunday School!!!
The month of March isour
last unit of required Sunday
School. We will be doing a
year end review! Join usin
the Faith Builders Sunday
School Room.

The Great Confirmation
Cookie Caper!

Get ready to have a blast at
the third annual Cookie Caper
on March 19" right after
11:00 worship. We'll eat
pizza, package cookies and
deliver them al over the
Quad-Cities!

Saturday, March 11th isthe
Congregational Resourcing
Event at Kishwaukee com-
munity Collegein Malta, IL.
Thisevent isfull of work-
shops that bring practical
ideas and resources for con-
gregations. Everyoneisen-

couraged to come, learn,
share, and take something
home to help his or her local
congregation.

Peter Marty, host of Grac
Matters (the radio ministry
of the ELCA), will be the
keynote presenter. This

year'sthemeis“Woven To-
gether by Grace.” More
information and online reg-
istration is available at
www.nisynod.org/cre or
contact Anne Williams at
309-762-3624.




Areyou...

Wondering
how to help your kids
grow in faith?

Wondering what we do
in Journey of Joy that is
new this year? (and why
wedoit!)

Wondering what to do on
Sunday mornings if your
family is gone for travel
or sports on some
weekends and back on
others?

Wondering if you can
share your ideas for
Journey of Joy?

Wondering when you
can share your gifts for
ministry—Journey  of
Joy—Siummer  Sunday
School—Vacation Bible
School?

Wondering how you can
connect what happens on
Sunday mornings with
the other six days of the
week?

Wondering what happens
during the summer for
kids and families with
Vacation Bible School
and on Sundays?

Did you answer “yes’ to one

or more of these questions?
Then join us!
Who: All Journey of Joy
Parents/Grandparents/
Guardians and Journey of Joy
Shepherds and Teachers
When: Sunday, March 5th
10:00—10:50
(Learning for All
Ages Time)
Where: Multi-purpose Room
Leaders: Pastor Laura
Anne Williams,
Education

Mary Palomaki, 5th
grade Shepherd

Lent Already?! ?

To say that it's never to early
to think about Lent somehow
seems wrong — | mean who
wants to think about giving
things up or contemplating
the death of Jesus? It's not
something | relish doing. But
there’'s another aspect to
Lent — one that | do enjoy
quite a bit. Lent is a time to
dig deeper into your faith.
There are many ways to do
about it: you can read a book,
or better yet the Bible, you
can spend time in prayer, you
can ask questions about faith
issues with other seekers, you
can develop a gpiritua
practice in your own life.
Lent isn't just about giving
things up, it's about digging
in.

The Adult Spiritual
Formation team is ready to
help you dig in to your faith
with a number of Lenten
Learning options. We are
excited to bring you not one
but two different mid-week
learning opportunities and, as
always, the Trinity Lenten
Devotional Book.

Wednesday Evenings: From
the Edge of the Crowd by
James Sar gent

From the Edge of the
Crowd is athrough provoking
journey through the Gospel of
Luke, focusng on Jesus
ministry and his teachings.
Written by Pastor James
Sargent while he was going
through persona crisis, this
book takes us, the readers,
from the edge of the crowd to
the heart of Jesus ministry
on earth. From the Edge of

the Crowd offers an
imaginative, thought-
provoking, and fresh daily
devotional for the Lenten
season. Each devotion ends
with exercises that
encourage thought about the
implications of the scripture
in biblical times as well as
for our own time. Sargent
also concludes each letter
from Eli with questions for
reader spiritual journaling.
We will be meeting each
Wednesday evening at 5:30
(dinner offered at 5:00 pm),
starting March 1%, Ash
Wednesday, to discuss what
we have read and |earned.

Tuesday Mornings. Coffee
and Conversation: A
Lenten Exploration of
Spirituality

Our Lenten exploration
of spirituality focuses on
actively getting ready for
Easter morning by using
Sarah Parsons Clearing
Season:  Reflections for
Lent. Parsons writes. “To
arrive at newness of life, we
first name parts of our lives
that are shrouded in
darkness... To put it very
dramatically... your first
order of businessis to break
your heart for God. We
walk through some muck so
that we can leave it behind
and find Easter joy
beyond.... With God's help
we will clear the darkness
away and begin to
experience greater joy and
newness of life” Usng
different spiritual practices,
Parsons opens us up to an

entirely different kind of
Lenten journey. The study
and discussion group led by
Jane Bahls will meet
Tuesdays at 10:30 in the
church lounge, beginning
February 28.

L enten Devotional Book

This year our
devotional book will be
focusing on Jesus' ministry
as recorded in the Gospel of
Luke (sound familiar?).
There are parables and
miracles and healings to
reflect on and write about.
While the Wednesday
evening study will also
focus on the same gospel,
we want to put our own
thoughts and insights on
paper and share them
amongst ourselves. We can
be our own best teachers!

Books are available at cost
through the Education
Minister. Please sign-up in
Founders so that we can
order enough books.
Payment is due at the first
meeting.

Sign-ups for al the Lenten
experiences are in Founders
Hall during Fellowship
time. If you have any
guestions, please contact
Anne Williams at 762-3624.

Thisissue of the
Trinity Visitor is
the last mid-
month issue.
Beginning in
March, The
Visitor becomes a
monthly
newsl etter.

Thearticle
deadlinefor the
March issueis

Thursday,
February 23rd.

The deadline for
consecutive issues
will be the 15th of

each month.

Please direct any
guestions or
concernsto Dawn
Anderson, at 762-
3624 or e-mail
dawnanderson@tr
Initylutheranmoli
ne.org.
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Births
Congratulations for
the birth of
Emma Elizabeth
Swayne
born on February 13,
2006 in Waconia,
MN. Emmaisthe
daughter of
Scott and Paige
Swayne
and the
granddaughter of
Howard and Diane
Swayne
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The World Mission
Ministry Team is again pack-
ing kits for Lutheran World
Relief and Global Hedth
Ministries, and they need
your help. The following
items are dill needed for
these kits. Please put your
donations in the box
labeled Lutheran World
Relief under the World

Mission bulletin board in
the lower west narthex.

HEALTH AND
AIDS/HOSPICE KITS
Bar soap—bath size—
wrapped
Toothbrushes—adult
Toothpaste—(5 or 7
0z2)

SCHOOL KITS

Blunt Scissors

Pencil Sharpeners

Rulers with inches on
one side and centimeters on
the other

If you have questions, call
Joan Ribbeck — 788-8058.

$

No doubt you have at some
point wondered — What does
God want me to do? The
guestion might com
at any point in your
life and could refer to
a specific decision or
a general path to
follow. Bruce
Walthe's book
Finding the Will of God
248.AWAL has as a sub title
A Pagan Notion? And that
caught my eye. Walthe's
point is that God is not a
magic Genie. To say a quick
prayer and think that the first

thought that enters your mind
following that prayer, is
God's will, is Christian
divination and
divination is sinful.
Rather one needs to
read the scriptures,
draw close to God,
pray, consult with
friends and use
reason for making decisions.
When Christians walk close
to the Lord and are
conformed to His likeness,
then they will have the heart
of God and know what
pleases Him.

The Good Book Club meets
Monday, February 27" at 7:00
p.m. to discuss Pope Joan by
Donna Cross.

The TLC Book Club

March 16—East of Eden by
John Steinbeck.

All TLC mestings are held in
Trinity’s lounge at 1:00 p.m.
Everyone is welcome to join in
the discussions. Hope to see
you there!

One of the many assets
of Trinity Lutheran Church is
the Trinity Endowment Fund.
Our recent annual Report re-
flects the Fund activity dur-
ing the past year (see pages
41—A43 for details). The an-
nual distributions include
grants to ELCA programs (at
home and overseas), Trinity

/

Lutheran Church capital im-
provements/special  causes
(not included in the budget),
scholarships to our members
who are pursuing higher edu-
cation and community out-
reach.

The Endowment Team
meets quarterly with the next
meeting scheduled for late

April. Requests may be sub-
mitted at any time—no later
than April 1, 2006, to be con-
sidered at the April meeting.
Please direct any ques
tions to the Church office at
762-3624. The Endowment
Fund does represent a gift that
keeps giving!
-The Trinity Endowment Team



Dig Deeper During Lent
Looking for achanceto dig
deeper during Lent? Could
your spiritual life use more

focus and discipline? Join
“Coffee and Conversation:

A Lenten Exploration of

Spirituality.” This small
study and discussion group
led by Jane Bahls will meet

Tuesdays at 10:30 in the

church lounge, beginning

February 28. Participants

will read The Clearing
Season: Reflections for

Lent by Sarah Parsons and

put itsideas into practice.

Sign up Sundays between

services.

Up ‘N Adam, Eve

Wednesday, March 1st at
8:30 AM

Larry Carson
Speaking about his
experiencesasa Red
Crossworker following
HurricaneKatrina

Tickets $3.00 available
February 19" and 26™
In Founders Hall

Or cdl Julie Blew at
762-3624 or Al Hansen at

762-1734

All women of Trinity Lutheran
Church and guests are invited
to attend the WEL CA Annual
Lenten Brunch and Worship
Saturday, March 4 at 10:00
am. in Founders Hall. A sign
up table will be in Founders
Hall on Sunday, February 19"
and Sunday, February 26™
Sister Audrey Cleary from the
Prayer and Spirituality Center
will be the speaker and will
lead usin worship in the
Chapel. Ruth Unit will be
providing a delicious brunch—|
so come and enjoy good
fellowship and the inspiration
provided by Sister Cleary.
Reservations can aso be made|
by calling Diane Beam, 797-
6867

L enten Soup Suppers

The Congregational Life Ministry Team has organized SOUP SUPPERS to be held in the All
Purpose Room on Wednesday evenings during Lent. The mea will be served from 5:00
6:00 p.m. with the Lenten Learning Sessions at 5:30 p.m. and the Lenten Service at 6:30 p.m. It
is with the cooperation of several Ministry Teams and Trinity groups that we are able to provide
this opportunity to worship God. We hope everyone will come and enjoy fellowship and
sharing with each other during these six Wednesday evenings. Any questions should be
directed to Diane Swayne, Chairperson of Congregational Life at 796-0740.

Trinity Churchmen's Lenten Breakfastsfor All Trinity Men start Saturday, March 4™

Come to The Multi-Purpose Room. Coffee served at 7:30 during gathering time. Breakfast is at]
8:00 am. Men from the Illinois Quad Cities ELCA Churches are invited to join with us.
\Worship at 8:30 in the Chapel. A different Pastor gives the Homily each week. No reservation
is needed but a donation of $ 3.00 is welcomed. We welcome “First Timers’. We continue on
five more Saturdays, March 11", 18th, 25th, April 1st and 8th in Founders Hall. Please join us.

& - %

%%
%

Through Thrivent Financial for Lutherans “ Care in Congregations’ program, Trinity Lutheran
Church organizations (LY O, WOW, Member Care, Congregational Life, WELCA, Sunday
School, Choair, etc.) may apply for grants through fund-raising and hands-on service. If your
group desires funding for a special project, please make arequest in advance of the project, and |
will passit onto Thrivent. Please send your questions to me at the church office. Thanks.

Carol Horstmann, Congregational Coordinator

Jon Palomaki and Jim Horstmann, Committee Members

Assisting Ministersand
Communion Assistants
Attention all those who
would like to serve in these
roles in our worship! One
training session was offered
in August of this year. Pastor
Laurais interested in offering
a mid-year training to anyone
interested in learning these
roles. Interested? Please call
Pastor Laura to let her know
of your interest -- 762-3624.

%

Social Action Ministry
Team

This new team will be
gathering for the first time
in February! If you have
already signed up to join us,
you will be getting a letter
about our first meeting.
What will we be doing?
Assessing our current
ministries (e.g., Salvation
Army, food pantry, Ericcson
School) and prayerfully and
expectantly consider how

God is calling us forward. If
you are interested or have
guestions - call Pastor Laural
309-762-3624

WANTED: prison visitors
Trinity's next scheduled visit
to the prison at Dixon is
Thursday, March 23rd. If you
would like to be a part of the
group ( only 5 may go) please
contact Judy Rullman.
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that reveas the true identity
of God's Son through Jesus
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go to New Orleans for Mardi
Gras this year, so Trinity is
bringing Mardi Grasto us.

Transfiguration
Sunday, February 26"
worship will _feature
our familiar__ Trinity
Bix Jazz Sunday, New
Orleans-style jazz
ensemble at
IDENTICAL 8:30 and
11:00 AM __ worship
services _with _Holy
Communion.

The message proclaims
“Messianic  Secret”

We will also dedicate
our “Walking to New
Orleans’ Katrina relief

being matched up to
$2,276 by Trinity's
Endowment Fund. This
fulfills a great
commitment from our
walkers and sponsors.
We will enjoy a Mardi
Gras experience at
9:30 AM in Founder’s
Hall with Mardi Gras
beads and all,
sponsored by the Adult
Spiritual  Formation
Ministry Leadership
Team.

At 12:00 noon our
Congregational Life
Ministry Leadership
Team will sponsor a
Mardi Gras
celebration with New
Orleans Gumbo

opportunity to celebrate
our unity in the one Body
of Christ at Trinity
Lutheran Church; to thank
God for Trinity's the
church council and ministry
leadership teams, staff and
support teams; to seek
God’'s wisdom for the
Senior Pastor Call
Committee; and to receive
patience as we await God
chosen one who will join us
in leadership at Trinity.
Please invite al fellow
members, family, friends
and neighbors as Trinity

continues, “Moving
Forward” in unity and
spirit.

The Lent “Moving Forward” stewardship campaign will begin Sunday, March 12th at both
worship services. Pastor Jeff Clements, assistant to Bishop Wollersheim, will be our guest
preacher and he will give an update on Trinity’s Senior Pastor call process and challenge
everyone to renew their faith commitment to Trinity Lutheran Church through a new or
additional financial commitment during this Lenten season and to be received by Trinity before
November, 2006 if at all possible. More detailsinthe March Visitor




