
����� Perhaps one of the most 
perceptive exercises I have 
experienced on my spiritual 
journey began with the 
simple question: “ Assume 
your  spir itual journey could 
be summar ized by selecting 
a time dur ing Holy/ Passion 
Week. What time would 
you say indicates your 
present situation along your  
spir itual journey?”  What 
would you say?  
       Would you say your 
present spiri tual journey 
pl aces you ami d the 
excitement and pageantry of 
Palm Sunday with the 
crowds cheering the new 
Messiah riding on the humble 
donkey? What  about 
Maundy Thursday with the 
intimate “upper room” setting 
where Jesus broke bread with 
the select disciples? Or would 
your present spiritual journey 
feel more like the Garden of 
Gethsemane betrayal of Jesus 
by a trusted friend? Perhaps 
you may say that Jesus’  trail 
based on false charges 
symbolizes your present 
spiritual situation? You may 
even say the teasing torments 
and brutal beatings Jesus 

endured before the cross 
come closest to your 
spiritual situation. Or 
perhaps you feel like 
Jesus crying out on the 
cross, “Father forgive 
them for they know not 
what they do”  and 
“Father, into your hands I 
commi t my spi r i t”  
epi t omi zi ng God’ s 
amazing grace amid 
personal pain? You,  
like many,  
may  be 
experiencing 
the emptiness 
a n d 
uncer tai nty 
o f  t h e 
d i sc i p l es 
loosing a 
best friend, 
like on Holy 
Saturday.   
       O r 
maybe your present 
spiritual journey is like 
ear ly Easter  morning at 
the empty tomb, where 
anxiety is transformed 
into great excitement 
when the risen Jesus 
speaks your name. 
Perhaps you are like the 
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f r i ght ened di sci pl e 
Thomas locked away in 
that familiar upper room, 
suspicious of the “Jesus 
sightings” . Or maybe you 
are on the Road to 
Emmaus when a gentle 
stranger gives you new 
insight into scripture and 
you suddenly recognize 
Him in the breaking of the 
bread. 
               The spi r i tual 
journey of all Christians 

can be experienced 
during Holy Week. 
Come and find 
yourself among 
your family friends 
and neighbors at 
Trinity as we share 
our hopes and 
dreams for all the 
years, which are 
met in Jesus’  
spiritual journey 

of Holy Week.  
 

Gracefully and 
Expectantly, 
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(This message can also be 
found in the 2006 Trinity 
Lenten Devotional.)  

 

recognize the need for 
patience in this process, and 
constantly pray for guidance 
and discernment from the 
Holy Spirit. 
    We have received some 
questions concerning the 
process itself, which we©re 
happy to review. The process 
initially includes the Call 
Committee receiving names 
of possible candidates from 
the Northern Illinois Synod. 
(These are not necessarily 
only Synod referrals. Rather, 
the Synod assists by 
confirming ahead of time that 
the candidates in question are 
in good standing with the 
Church, and by confirming 

The Call Committee would 
l i k e t o  t hank  t he 
congregation for your 
continued interest and 
support of the Senior Pastor 
Call process. Our Committee 
is working extremely well 
together. We are very 
mindful of our responsibility 
to help find the right person 
to be our next Senior Pastor, 
hopefully for the next many 
years! While we are well 
aware of the immediate 
desire and need for a new 
Senior Pastor, we are 
careful l y al lowing the 
process to evolve, without 
undue rush or quick 
judgment on our part. We 

the candidates© interest and 
availability to be interviewed 
by the Call Committee.) First 
interviews take place with all 
referred candidates. The 
Committee may or may not 
travel to hear the candidates 
preach (depending on the 
Committee©s initial consensus 
o f  each cand i dat e©s 
appropriateness as a possible 
next Senior Pastor for TLC.). 
The Committee may meet with 
the candidates for a second or 
third interview, and/or may 
travel to hear the candidates 
preach again. These steps are 
dependent on the Committee©s 
continued consensus regarding 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Council. The Council must 
approved the candidate by a 
majority vote of the Council 
Membership. The Council 
then arranges for the 
recommended candidate to 
i nf or mal l y  v i si t  t he 
congregation. Ultimately, if 
things are still proceeding 
positively, the Council sets a 
Congregational  Meeting, 
d u r i n g  w h i c h  t h e 
congregation votes on the 
issue of extending a Senior 
Pastor Call to the candidate. 
(There needs to be a 
minimum of 2/3 majority 
voting in favor of the 
candidate in order for the Call 
to be extended.) The 
candidate has 30 days in 

(Continued from page 1) 
e a c h  c a n d i d a t e ©s 
appropriateness, or not, for 
Trinity Lutheran Church. 
This becomes more clear as 
the discernment process 
continues. Throughout this 
part of the process, the 
identity of the candidates is 
highly confidential and is 
known only to members of 
the Call Committee. 
    Once one candidate is 
unanimously chosen by the 
Call Committee, (and given a 
feeling the Committee has 
received from the candidate 
that a formal "Call" to TLC 
would be welcome), the Call 
Committee recommends this 
one candidate to the Church 

which to either accept or refuse 
the Call invitation. 
 

In Christ©s name, 
 

Krista Kruse, Chairperson 
757-0002 
 

Larry Carson 
762-2755 
 

Barbara Johnston 
762-2473 
 

Rick Meredith 
236-7646 
 

Dave Tews 
332-7349 
 

Cosette Thoms 
786-3448 
 

Patty Tillman 
762-3201 

Ministry Team Reports: Council members shared highlights of ministry team activities. The 
Member Care team is planning fundraisers for the upcoming year. The Youth and Children’s 
ministry teams are looking for new members and will be meeting with families for new ideas.  
The Worship/Outreach team is continuing to plan for activities to reach out to new members.  
A new member class is planned for March 18th.  The property team is continuing to look for 
ways to create predictable expenses.  The Stewardship team has chosen “Moving Forward”  as a 
stewardship theme for raising funds to cover the budget shortfall and will conduct this during 
Lent.  The Congregational Life and worship team is hosting a Mardi Gras celebration with 
special music at both services and lunch on Sunday, February 26th.  The Global Mission team is 
busy preparing for Global Mission Sunday on February 19th. 
 

Motion passed that the member care team be allowed to conduct fundraisers for 2006. 

Finance team update: Eric Sandberg from the Finance Team presented the monthly report that 
the team will create for the Council on an on-going basis.  Also presented was a forecast 
summary for the year 2006.  The finance team also presented a vision for strategic planning, 
visioning and a budgeting process that would start earlier in the year. 
 

Motion passed that the Youth Ministry team move forward to fill a part-time youth minister 
position. 
 

Call Committee Update:  The call committee is in the interview stage of the call process.   Call 
committee members are making visits to home congregations and are excited about their 
continuing movement forward. 
 

Motion passed to approve the use of Trinity’s facilities for Skip-a-Long day care’s summer 
program. 
 

Recognition of Good Fruits/Ministry Blessings: 
·      Eric Sandberg for time above and beyond the call of duty in helping us to remain 

fiscally responsible. 
·      Pastoral Staff for their continued faithful service 
·      Craig Tigerman, Anne Williams, and Karen Anderson in their help in getting Pastor 

Laura’s new computer up and running and helping to recreate the data lost form her 
computer theft 

·      Two pastors and Bob Blew for their assistance in John Scott’s Eagle Scout ceremony 
·      The Finance team for getting the ball rolling on a forward looking strategic plan and 

process 
A thank you letter form Laurie Weiss (former member, staff member, and current seminary 
student): This note is to thank you and the people of Trinity for the gift of scholarship money 
form the Forrest and Betty Reid Seminary Scholarship fund.  I know you had a part in 
encouraging the ELCA Fund for Leaders as an option for the Reid’s Memorial and it is such a 
blessing to seminary students.  I’m grateful to be a recipient.  I pray you’ re will and your 
family, too. I continue to hold Trinity, the staff, and council in my prayers and look forward to 
seeing you all again soon!  God bless you all. 

� � 
 � 
 � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � �
� � � � � 
 � � � 
 � � � � � � � � � � 
 � � � 
 � � � 
 � �
� 
 � � � � � � � � � � �  

� � � � � � $ � � ' � � � � � � $ � � ' � ( � )  



�

   By this time it has gotten 
just warm enough outside 
for a few days that my 
gardening interests have 
perked up again.  Anemones 
are blooming in purple and 
yellow.  Crocuses are an 
inch high.  We are filling 
the bird feeders consistently 
enough that there is a 
regular crowd in 
the back yard 
from 6:30 to 7:30 
am each day.   
     Of course, 
w a n d e r i n g 
around in the 
back yard for too 
long also reveals 
a board or two that needs 
replacing in the fence.  
There will be leaves to rake 
out and stuff to prune and 
the list goes on and on…and 
I can’ t wait!  (My back is 
90% healed from my 
shingle lifting adventure – 
so bring on the yard!)  I did 
some extensive re-arranging 
last fall in �  of the 
landscaping.  It was the kind 
of planting where you put it 
in the ground and pray and 
wait. (Although, lots of 
gardening is just that, isn’ t 
it?) Oh, for a few more 
warm days… 
     There is something 
particular about those 
yellow and purple blossoms, 
though.  Two pastor buddies 
came over on a brisk, sunny 
November day a week or so 
after Rod died in 2004.  
They brought friendship and 
those bulbs.  And, we 
planted.  Just being outside 
then was therapeutic.  And 
then, last spring those bulbs 
were the first to come up.  
When there was still snow 
on the ground they were 
signs of life.  Signs of hope.  
And, they’re back again this 

year.   
      The other day I was 
pruning my African violets.  
Several have outgrown their 
pots.  Some are prolific 
bloomers and just needed 
the dr i ed bl ossoms 
removed.  It was great to see 
that beauty both inside and 
outside my house.   

              It has been 
amazing to see what 
is blooming around 
Tr i ni ty l atel y.  
People are stepping 
into new positions.  
People are coming 
together with great 
excitement about 

what is ahead.  I’m so 
excited about social action 
ministry.  Our congregation 
is so gifted in so many 
ways.  I appreciate being on 
the journey with so many 
people who are excited 
about engaging the larger 
community and nation with 
their gifts. 
      As I write this note, I’m 
still smiling from last 
night’ s LYO (Lutheran 
Y outh Organi zat i on) 
meeting.  After weeks of 
praying and planning and 
interviews and council 
approval, I had the joy of 
introducing to the group 
Robyn Graham, our new 
Youth Minister.  We all got 
to know one another better 
answering question after 
question.  “What’s your 
favorite sport?”   “Where 
were you bapti zed?”  
“What’s playing in your CD 
player now?”  “Where is the 
most recent place you 
prayed?”   “What is your 
favorite – Kraft Macaroni 
and Cheese or home made?”   
We prayed together at the 
end of our evening as we 
always do, this time adding 

our thanks to God for 
Robyn.  I’m excited about 
the relationships that are 
already forming and will 
continue to form there.   
     Then this morning, I got 
dressed, prayed, ate, kissed 
my daughter good morning/
good-bye, checked the 
flowers, watched the birds, 
and drove to church.  And, 
as I opened the door to my 
study here at church I felt a 
strangely familiar breeze 
coming from the room.  For 
the second time in 6 weeks, 
my study had been broken 
into (via a window) and my 
computer tower stolen.  The 
police were notified.  The 
crime scene investigator 
came.  The broken glass 
was cleaned up. 
     I’m such a “visual”  
person.  I like the flowers.  I 
like seeing the birds (at a 
distance of course, because 
I’m a bit afraid of birds).  I 
like seeing folks involved in 
ministry.  Then this loss 
came.  I guess we all need 
reminders of what it means 
to live by faith.  Of what 
blessings and renewal come 
that we can’ t see in the yard 
or even in the mirror. Paul 
reminds me in 2 Corinthians 
4:16-18, “So we do not lose 
heart.  Even though our 
outer nature is wasting 
away, our inner nature is 
being renewed day by day.  
For this slight momentary 
affliction is preparing us for 
an eternal weight of glory 
beyond all measure, because 
we look not at what can be 
seen but at what is unseen; 
for what can be seen is 
temporary, but what cannot 
be seen is eternal.”  
 

Journeying in faith, inside 
and out, 
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*Anemones are 

blooming in purple 
and yellow.” �

       More than a quarter of a million children in Illinois do not have health insurance, and that 
means they cannot see a doctor or get medicine when it is needed.  Sometimes this means that 
they get care at an emergency room, after some smaller problem has become a big problem.  
Families who face medical problems know how important it is to have health insurance.  In 
Rock Island County, 9% of children are uninsured. 
       Trinity Lutheran’s newly-formed Social Ministry Team is very excited about Gov. 
Blagojevich’s All Kids Program.  An informational poster and pre-registration forms are posted 
on one of the bulletin boards near the Blessed Beginnings room.  If you and your family are in 
need of this kind of health insurance or if you know of families who would benefit from this 
new program, please take a form or contact Julie Blew at 762-3624 for more information. 

Submitted by the Social Ministry Team�
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    “Souper Bowl”  Hunger emphasis was special!  Trinity members 
responded to the challenge with $1299.00  This money was sent to the 
ELCA Hunger Fund. 
    This month we will again be alerted for the Hunger Appeal.  Envelopes 
are included with this Trinity Visitor.  Envelopes are also in the pew racks 
for your convenience. 
    Let’s not forget our local Food Pantry, located at Christian Friendliness.  
While you are grocery shopping for your family, please remember others 
and purchase a few extra non-perishable food items.  Drop them off anytime 
at Trinity (outside Founders Hall) during the month of April. 
    In January and February, the Food Pantry served 329 families; this means 

that 929 people were fed. 
God bless you, the people of Trinity, you serve others so very well. Thank you, 

The Hunger Task Force 

Through Thrivent Financial for Lutherans “Care in Congregations”  program, Trinity Lutheran 
Church organizations (LYO, WOW, Member Care, Congregational Life, WELCA, Sunday 
School, Choir, etc.) may apply for grants through fund-raising and hands-on service.  If your 
group desires funding for a special project, please make a request in advance of the project, and I 
will pass it on to Thrivent.  Please send your questions to me at the church office.  Thanks. 
 

Carol Horstmann, Congregational Coordinator 
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children, all the way down 
the kings of France known as 
the Merovingians who ruled 
France in the 10th century. 
One of the Merovingian 
descendants founded an order 
of knights called the Knights 
Templar to retrieve and 
protect the proof that Jesus 
and Mary had been married. 
Along with the Templars a 
secret society called the 
Priory of Sion (pronounced 
Zion) was formed to protect 
the proof that included living 
descendants. Some of the 
most important people in 
history have been associated 
with the Priory, according to 
a secret document found in 
the Paris library. These 
people, including Leonardo 
Da Vinci, left clues as to the 
nature of the proof and it’s 
meaning in their artwork, 
writings and architecture. 

Sounds like a good fairy 
tale, you say, or a nice 
murder mystery to read 
during a hot and lazy summer 
day. So, where’s the history? 
Brown makes use of enough 
evidence from Biblical 
studies and the study of 
earliest Christianity to bathe 
his tale in the aura of 
possibility. He mentions the 
Dead Sea Scrolls and the 
collection of documents 
found at Nag Hammadi in 
Egypt. These two collections 
of documents from the 

Take one Messiah, add two 
women, two thousand years 
of church history, one really 
good myth, a bunch of 
medieval churches, a couple 
really famous pieces of art, a 
Harvard art historian, the 
Louvre, oh and don’ t forget 
an albino monk. What do you 
get? The best selling novel, 
The Da Vinci Code by Dan 
Brown.  

Brown’s book – a work of 
fiction – tells the tale of 
Robert Langdon, a Harvard 
art historian who studies 
symbols and their meanings. 
Professor Langdon is 
somehow implicated in the 
murder of the curator of the 
Louvre museum, Jacques 
Sauniere, who just happens to 
be the… grandfather of Jesus’  
great-great-great-great-great-
great-(you get the idea)-great-
granddaughter, Sophie.  

While this may sound more 
than a little ridiculous, Brown 
weaves enough real history 
into his novel to get many 
people wondering about how 
much of the entire tale is 
myth and how much might 
just be historical. Here’s the 
myth: Jesus married Mary 
Magdalene. Mary happened 
to be pregnant at the time of 
the crucifixion and escaped to 
Gaul (modern day France) 
where she bore a daughter 
she names Sarah. Sarah had 
children, her children had 

earliest of Christian 
communities include 
documents called gospels 
written by other disciples, 
including Mary Magdalene. 
Are you intr igued yet? Want 
to learn more? This spring at 
Trinity we have two adult 
education offerings that will 
shed light on this topic! In 
Apr il we will be offering a 
course on the Dead Sea 
Scr o l l s t hat  i nc l ude 
fragmentary gospels that did 
not make into the Bible. Craig 
Tigerman will be leading this 
course in the Lounge. Come 
May we will have a chance to 
discuss the novel itself when 
Anne Williams, Education 
Minister, offers a three-week 
series on The Da Vinci Code. 
Watch for more information 
about opportunities to see the 
movie with other Trinity 
members as well. 
 

New members are always 
welcome to join either of these 
book discussion groups. 
 

The Good Book Club meets 
Monday, April 24th  at 7:00 p.
m. to discuss Motherland by 
Fern Chapman.�
 

The TLC Book Club 
April 20th—Shadow Baby by 
Alison McGhee. 
All TLC meetings are held in 
Trinity’s lounge at 1:00 p.m.  
Everyone is welcome to join in 
the discussions.  Hope to see 
you there! 
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GLOBAL MISSION 
SUNDAY WAS A 

SUCCESS! 
 

Trinity members made 
Global Mission Sunday a 
success.  The special 
offering received for 
Trinity’s global mission 
projects was $5135.00. As 
we have been reminded 
repeatedly in recent 
weeks, financial support 
for Trini ty’ s global 
mission projects must 
come f rom speci al 
offerings and not from 
annual pledges.  This 
amount, together with the 
anticipated offering from 
“Try-A-Tithe Sunday”  on 
October 1st, will enable 
Trinity to carry out the 
global mission projects 
planned and committed to 
for 2006.  We thank God 
that through the guidance 
of the Holy Spirit the 
congregation supported 
Trinity’s global mission 
program in a manner 
pleasing to Him and to our 
members. 
Global Mission Ministry 
Team 
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Trinity Supper Club 
 

Apr il 18th at 5:30 pm in 
Founders hall 

for a swiss steak dinner 
catered by Mulky’s 

Restaurant.  And enjoy 
“ Medicine: Yesterday, 
Today, and Tomorrow”  

presented by Dr. Reinholdt 
Bodenbender.   

 

Dr. Bodenbender grew up in 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 

graduated from Augustana 
College and became a 

medical doctor in the U.S. 
Navy.  A former 

administrator of the Naval 
Hospital in Bethesda, 

Maryland, Dr. Bodenbender 
was inducted into Moline 

High School©s Hall of Fame 
last year.  Tickets may by 
purchased during Sunday 

morning fellowship on April 
9th and 16th or call Lucille 

Almquist at 794-1580. 

Dig Deeper Dur ing 
Lent 

Looking for a chance to 
dig deeper during Lent? 

Could your spiritual 
life use more focus and 

discipline? Join 
“Coffee and 

Conversation: A Lenten 
Exploration of 

Spirituality.”  This 
small study and 

discussion group led by 
Jane Bahls will meet 
Tuesdays at 10:30 in 
the church lounge.. 

Participants will read 
The Clearing Season: 
Reflections for Lent by 
Sarah Parsons and put 
its ideas into practice. 

Sign up Sundays 
between services. 

Lenten Soup Supper 
 

The Congregational Life 
M i ni st r y  T eam has 
organized a SOUP SUPPER 
to be held in the All Purpose 
Room on Apr il 5th. The 
meal will be served from 
5:00 – 6:00 p.m. with the 
Lenten Learning Session at 
5:30 p.m. and the Lenten 
Service at 6:30 p.m.  It is 
with the cooperation of 
several Ministry Teams and 
Trinity groups that we are 
able to provide thi s 
opportunity to worship God.  
We hope everyone will 
come and enjoy fellowship 
and sharing with each other 
on this last Wednesday 
evening of lent.  Any 
questions should be directed 
t o  D i ane Sw ay ne, 
C h a i r p e r s o n  o f 
Congregational Life at 796-
0740. 

Up ‘N Adam, Eve  
 

Wednesday, April 5th at 
8:30am 

 
Meeting at Intouch 
Day Care Center , 

 4011 Avenue of the 
Cities, Moline 

For  breakfast and a 
tour ! 

 
Tickets $3.00 available 
March 30th and April 2nd                

In Founders Hall 
 

Or call either Julie Blew 
at 762-3624 or Al 

Hansen at 762-1734 
(Be watching for 

upcoming information 
on our June Mini-hostel 
at Augustana College) 

Maundy Thursday 
Luncheon and Holy 
Communion Service 

 
Please join us for the annual 
Maundy Thursday luncheon 

followed by a Holy 
Communion service at 12:00 

noon on Thursday, Apr il 
13th in Founders Hall.  We 

will serve the traditional 
lamb stew and other items 

that may have been served at 
the Last Supper.  All Trinity 

members and friends are 
welcome.  Cost of the 
luncheon is $5.00 and 

reservations may be made in 
Founders Hall on April 2nd 
and 9th, or call Irma French 
at 764-3698.  A babysitter is 
available if requested, and we 
ask that you provide a sack 
lunch for your child.  We 

look forward to sharing this 
time of fellowship and the 
Lord’s Supper  with you. 

Tr inity Churchmen’s 
Lenten Breakfasts 
for  All Tr inity Men 
Apr il 1st &  Apr il 8th 

 

· In The Multi-Purpose 
Room.  

 

· Coffee served 7:30 
dur ing gather ing time. 

 

· Breakfast is at 8:00 am 
 

· Worship at 8:30 in the 
Chapel. 

 

· No reservation is 
needed. 

              Donation of $ 3.00  
 

· We welcome all Tr inity 
men, especially “ First 
Timers”  

 

Please join us! 
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Attention Blood 
Donors 

 

Please do not give 
blood 

after April 10th 
so that you will be 
eligible to give at 

Trinity  
on June 5th.  
Thank you 
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HAVE YOU RUN OUT 
OF FAIR TRADE 

COFFEE?  
Time for our spring coffee 

sales that benefit third 
world farmers. Sign up for 

your favorite kinds in 
Fellowship Hall  

April 2 and 9 during the 
coffee hour or call Judy 

Rullman - 762-5173.  
FYI: all profits go to 

Lutheran World Relief. 
Please support this 
worthwhile cause. 

3D—Diet, Discipline and 
Discipleship 

 is a Christian based weight loss 
program that has enjoyed success 

in the past here at Trinity.    
3D is a twelve week program 

which involves: 
· Learning about and committing 

to a healthy, well-balanced diet 
· 30 minutes of daily exercise 
· 15 minutes of daily devotions 
· Commitment to a weekly one 

hour meeting 
· A willing spirit and an openness 

to a more disciplined way of life 
Cost:  $50.00/person 

Sign up now!  Classes begin 
Monday Apr il 10th at 7:00 pm. 
Please call Julie Blew at 762-3624 

for more information. 

Saturday Apr il 22nd 
Come enjoy chicken salad, 

other salads, and a 
presentation by the  

Music Guild Children’s 
Chorus.  

12:00 is the time,  
Trinity is the place.  

Donation is $7.00 Please 
call Lois Gerse, Jan 

Peterson or Judy Rullman 
762-5173 for reservations.  

Sponsored by the 
Valparaiso University 

Guild.   

GOODWILL COOKBOOK UPDATE  
You may have wondered what happened to the money raised by the sale of the Goodwill 
Cookbooks. Thanks to the over $5,000 profit from the sale, several new changes have occurred 
within Trinity. The old round tables in Founders Hall were replaced by new round tables to 
match the other tables. The new ones are much easier to move and store.  
Also, the ladies restroom next to Founders Hall is being renovated with the remaining money. 
The toilets were replaced as well as the sinks, fixtures, and a new vanity. The heating element 
is new along with the furniture and window treatments. A new mirror is being ordered. The 
whole restroom has been painted by Kathy Meyer. We thank this kind volunteer for a job well 
done!  
We also thank the entire cookbook committee for their hard work of putting the cookbook to-
gether and Ardis Bloeser for her consulting work. The project was given a jump-start with a 
grant from the Endowment Committee for which we were extremely grateful. WELCA sup-
plied a beginning loan (which has been repaid) and now has very generously donated funds to 
purchase the new chairs.  
It was a major undertaking but so well received by Trinity members and the QCA community. 
Liz Meegan of the MOLINE DISPATCH gave wonderful coverage which greatly enhanced 
sales outside the church.  
But, most of all we thank the 47 women of the Goodwill Circle for the 25 years they diligently 
put together the original cookbooks with their wonderful recipes. It is another chapter of Trin-
ity©s history which we treasure. Efforts like this are what highlight the real Trinity spirit.  
There are a small number of cookbooks remaining if anyone needs one. They are available 
through the church office.  
Gratefully,  
Lucia Moore and Carole Bloeser 

Ruth Unit offers fellowship, study and service 
    Women of the church have always banded together to serve those in need and, in the process, 
support each other and grow in the Christian faith. WELCA, the Women of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, has long been a pillar of strength and service for the Lutheran church and for 
Trinity in particular. And WELCA’s own pillars are its individual units, small groups of women 
who meet monthly for fellowship, study and service.  
    Consider, for example, Ruth Unit, the largest of WELCA’s units here at Trinity. Ruth Unit 
meets just after noon on the first Thursday of each month in the home of one of the members. 
After a sinful dessert, good conversation and plenty of laughter, we discuss WELCA business, 
including plans for upcoming opportunities and responsibilities. Then we turn to Bible study. 
This year, we©re studying Parables from the Backside by J. Ellsworth Kalas, a fresh look at 
Jesus© parables that offers some surprising insights. 
    Each month, a member of Ruth Unit checks the church’s acolyte robes, cleans them and 
makes any needed repairs. Over the years, the unit has hosted coffee hours, prepared funeral 
lunches, made sleeping bags for the homeless, and published a compilation of church recipes, 
which raised money to refurbish the downstairs women’s restroom. It’s a relaxed, down-to-earth 
group that would welcome new members. For more information, call Diane Swayne at 796-
0740. 
--Jane Bahls 

Family Fun Night 
May 7th 

5:30—8:00 pm 
 

Join us for dinner and 
Bingo. 

Lots of prizes and fun! 
Special treats for 

moms. 
Watch Sunday’s 

bulletin 
announcements for 

more details 

All women of Trinity  
are invited to a  

church-wide meeting of 
Women of the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church  
on Sunday, May 7th 

 at 4:00 pm.   
Location to be announced. 
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Hello Trinity Lutheran 
Congregation members 
and staff, 
 
WOW!!!I am pleased and 
honored to have accepted 
the position as the Youth 
Minister of Trinity. I was 
overcome with emotion 
when I  received a 
voicemail from Pastor 
Laura indicating the 
council approved and said 
yes to hiring me. I can 
only share the love and 
passion I have for the 
youth of today and of 
Trinity.  They need 
compassi on,  l ov e, 
encouragement, trust and 
consistency.  My hope is to 
provide these needs to 
Trinity©s youth. I just ask 

for the congregations 
support of youth ministry 
and myself.  As I prayed 
with the youth on the night 
of 3/22/06 at youth group, 
I asked God to help the 
youth come or come back 
to youth group and I©ll led 
them to a cl oser 
relationship with God. It©s 
His work that is making all 
the difference in these 
youth.  
In closing I would like to 
share with you all a bit 
about myself.  I am 
employed with Family 
Resources, Inc. as the 
Kinsman Youth Shelter 
supervisor.  I have been 
with the agency for over 
six years, working in 
several different arrays 

(foster care, counseling, 
day t reatment, and 
admi n i st r at i on) .  I 
absolutely love working 
with youth no matter the 
ci rcumstances or the 
challenges they face today.  
I know that I have some 
BIG shoes to fill (my dad), 
however, as Pastor Joel 
said - "You have new 
shoes to fill".  Again- 
thank you for thi s 
opportunity. 
Peace and Love, 
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Sharing 
Smiles! 
The families of 
B l e s s e d 
B eg i n n i n g s 

Preschool donated 62 tubes 
of toothpaste to go towards 
the Lutheran World Relief 
efforts and health kits. Joan 
Ri bbeck  v i si t ed t he 
classrooms and told the 
children about how the 
toothpaste would be used to 
help others around the world.  

 
Enrollment 
 

There’s still time to enroll for 
the 2006-2007 preschool 
year – and classes are filling 
up! Call 764-7220 to arrange 
a visit to the preschool or to 
get an application.  
 

Friendship Friday 
 

Mark your calendar for Friday, 
April 21st. It’ s our last 
Friendship Friday of the year 
and you won’ t want to miss it!  
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First Communion 
Workshop 
There will be a First 
Communion workshop for all 
fourth grade students and a 
parent (and any 5th or 6th 
graders who missed the 
workshop in the past). The 
workshop will be held on 
April 22nd from 9:00 a.m. to 
noon. Please look for a 
mailing home soon! 

Calling all kids! 
Hey kids, we are going to be 
singing on Palm Sunday at 
11:00 worship! Come to 
Sunday School between now 
and April 9th to learn our 
songs and to be part of this 
fun annual tradition! 
 
 

Confirmation Sunday 
On April 30th we will wel-
come into membership 17 
young people who will affirm 
their baptisms at the 11:00 
worship. Affirmation of Bap-
tism (Confirmation) is a time 
to celebrate these young peo-
ple who affirm their faith 
publicly. 
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1. The Dead Sea Scrolls: The 
Dead Sea Scrolls -- What 
are they? Who wrote them? 
A nd why are they 
important to us today? 
Come and find out, in four 
sessions led by Craig 
Tigerman in the Lounge, 
April 2, 9, 23, and 30. 

 
2. Building Developmental 

Assets in Youth: We all 
know what makes kids fail, 
but what makes them 
thrive? Extensive research 
by the Search Institute has 
shown all young people 
need certain developmental 
assets if they’re going to 

become contr i but i ng 
members of society. Jane 
Bahls invites you to come 
l earn about the 40 
Developmental Assets—
and about simple ways that 
you, whoever you are, you 
can help the young people 
in your family, church, and 
community become all God 
created them to be. Meets 
in the Multipurpose Room 

 
3. Faith in the workplace: 

Join Larry Johnston on 
April 2nd and 9th and Dr. 
Dan Lee on the 30th for 
conversations about faith, 
leadership and ethics in the 

workplace. This class will 
meet in the chapel. 

 
Looking ahead to May: 
 

Watch for more information 
about May©s adult education 
offerings: Here©s a sneak peek 
 

1. Baptism 101 for Families 
        led by Pastor Laura 
 

2.     The Da Vinci Code with 
        Anne Williams 
 

3.     Congregations in 
        America with Dr. Peter 
        Kivisto, Augustana 
        Sociology department. 
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From the Education 
M inister ’s Desk: 
Summer is one of those times 
of year when we think about 
slowing down, sipping cool 
drinks and watching the grass 
grow. Well, this summer at 
Trinity we are going to heat 
things up just a little bit! (Too 
many clichés?) In addition to 
our regular ministries like 
Confirmation Camp and 
Vacation Bible School we 
have a whole line up of 
exciting Sunday School 
offerings for the whole 
family. We have offerings 
that are kid friendly and great 
for the whole family! After 
all, isn’ t summer supposed to 
be a time for get-togethers 
and family fun?  
Summer for the Whole 
Family!  
Are you wondering what to 
do this summer on Sunday 
mornings – besides coming to 
worship that is? We have an 
exciting summer ministry in 
the works for you and the 
whole family! This summer 

we are going to be learning 
and making projects that will 
help people here at Trinity 
and all over the world. We 
will be making Lutheran 
Wor ld Relief kits full of 
things that students need no 
matter where they live! After 
that, we will be making our 
very own Labyr inth to use 
and enjoy all year round at 
Trinity. The best part is 
these projects are not just for 
grown-ups! They are for the 
whole family!  Everyone 
from preschool on up has 
something they can 
contribute to our summer 
fun and learning! Check out 
the coming issues of the 
Trinity Visitor, the bulletin 
and our website for more 
information about Summer 
for the Whole Family! 
Get On Board!  
Can you believe that June is 
only two and bit months 
away? Before you know it 
summer will be here and it 
will be time for picnics, long 
lazy days in the shade, train 

rides. Train rides? Yes, train 
rides. This summer our 
Vacation Bible School is 
going to be climbing aboard 
the Gospel Express! We are 
looking for enthusiastic, fun-
loving adults and teenagers to 
help the children of Trinity 
and our neighborhood learn 
more about God’s love! 
Vacation Bible school will be 
June 12th to the 16th this 
summer. So, if you want to 
come and play games, sing 
songs, eat fun snacks and 
share God’s love with 
children keep an eye out for 
sign-up cards in the bulletins 
this month or call Anne 
Williams, Education Minister 
at 762-3624! All Aboard!  
 

Confirmation Camp: June 
19th to 23rd!  
Calling all 6th and 7th graders! 
It’s time to save the date for 
confirmation camp this year! 
We’ ll be off to Camp Abe 
Lincoln the third week of 
June!  Look for more 
information to come home in 
April!�
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Rose and Joseph Kettering Alex Stuedemann 

Dear Trinity Lutheran Church, 
             I wanted to express a heartfelt thank you to the church, Pastor Joel, Pastor 
Laura, and Pastor Meyer, WELCA (for a wonderful luncheon). Thanks also for the 
flowers, cards, food, hospital visits, phone calls, prayers, and compassion given during 
Howard’s illness, surgery, and passing.  
             The love and support of Trinity Lutheran was deeply appreciated by myself and 
my family.  Those of you who attended  the visitation and funeral cannot be thanked 
enough. Your presence was a marvelous source of strength for me. 

Eulalia Dunn and Family 
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Dear Friends in Christ, 
On behalf or your sisters and 
brothers in Christ in the 
Texas Louisiana Gulf Coast 
Synod who have been 
af fected by Hurricanes 
Katrina and Rita, I want to 
express our deepest gratitude 
for your prayers, offers of 
assistance, gifts-in-kind, and 
especially your financial 
support in the total amount of 
$2091.11. 

We all feel deeply touched 
and supported by your 
generosity and kindness.  
Please be assured that your 
donat i on, al ong wi th 
hundreds of others from our 
partners throughout the 
ELCA, will be put to good 
use in helping those most 
directly affected to find relief 
and recovery from the 
storms. 
May you continue to know 

God’s richest blessing in your 
life as well.  We will continue 
to lift you up in prayer before 
God’s throne of grace in 
t hanksgi v i ng f or  our 
relationship as the baptized 
children of God and our 
relationship as fellow members 
of the Body of Christ and the 
ELCA. 
Thank you so much! 
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Deaths 
 

Randy Archer 
Thelma Magnusson 
Harold Rasmussen 

Howard Dunn 

Bir ths 
Benjamin Edward Bloeser was born 
on 3/6/06. Benjamin is the son of 
Jeff and Jeanie Bloeser, the grand-
son of Carole Bloeser and the great-
grandson of Ardis Bloeser. 
 
Andrew William Heinicke was 
born on 3/21/06. Andrew is the son 
of Paul and Amy Heinicke and the 
grandson of Elaine Widener. 

Baptisms 
 

March 12th—Spencer Henri Roemer  
 

March 19th—James Wilson Blew 

Weddings 
 

Nicole Fonger and James McCabe 
were married on March 18th, 2006 



Graduations are 
just around the 

corner! 
 

Please let us know 
of Trinity 

members who are 
graduating this 

spring. 
 

Call the church 
office (762-3624) 

or e-mail 
office@trinityluth
eranmoline.org 
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1—Kimberlee Forber, Taryn 
Menzer 

2—Mitchell Allison, Andrew 
Boster, Kullan Buckrop, 
Kathleen Maxey 

3—Larry Carson, Caran 
Johnson, Kai Johnson, 
Kimberly Lambert, Lindsey 
Vana, George Westcott 

4—Carl Bengston, Ronald 
Johnson, Julie Meyer, Scott 
Woods 

5—Bruce Anderson, Miles 
Anthony, Chip Lyman, 
Allison Meyer, Sherman 
Rowland 

6—Joshua Ford 

7—Bryan Blew, Justin Tigerman 

8—Charles Johnson, Gary 
Johnson, William Layman, 
Margaretha Magnusson 

9—Judit Blad, Andrew 
Bodenbender, Lisa Gorgal, 
Dianne Hall, Timothy 
Larsen, Jerry Moore, Carolyn 
Rasmussen, Joshua Saunders 

10—Samantha Haynes, Craig 
Sommers, Carolyn Thomas, 
Sara VonGillern 

11—Robert Maxey, Kathryn 
Meyer 

12—Jenifer Chase, Kathryn 
Crotty, Aisha Springfield, 
John Williams 

13—Kathryn Brown, Beth 
Deadmond, Nicholas 
Gellerstedt 

14—Kyleigh Cox, Heather 
Johnston, Hermina Lindell, 
Michael Malmstead 

15—Dina Dolleslager, Scott 
Ellefritz, Jacob Leech, 
Jeanne Meyer, Thomas 
Rasmussen 

16—Katherine Cutrer, Benjamin 
Newcomb, Tasha Olmstead, 
Amanda Schroder 

17—Roger Fobair, Betty 
Johnson 

18—Cindy DeWitte, Quinn 
Flemming, Anna Nenycz, 
Robert Olson 

19—Katie Bodenbender, 
Richard Eckermann, Sarah 
Eckhardt, Barbara Hohnston, 
Linda Langrock, April 
Peterson, Linda Robb 

20—Natalie Condit, Michael 
Ducey, Jaclyn Lopez-
Negrete, Randy Weigandt 

21—Maggie Jones, Whitney 
Loser, Emily Palomaki 

22—Keith Gellerstedt, Lori 

Lester, Emmett Schultz, 
Parker Stewart, Jolene 
Welser 

23—Aaron Ford, Audra Ford, 
Carly Minch, Daniel Neff, 
Kari Poby, Stephanie Scott, 
Karen Zweifel 

24—Jennifer Dean, Arthur 
Milton, Christopher Pearson 

25—Ella David, Myron Fogde, 
Kathryn Griffith, Emily 
Kauzlarich, Kristofer Loff, 
Amy Olson, Joshua Stice 

26—William Grimes, Lucia 
Moore, Andrew Olson, Sally 
Welvaert 

27—Sydney Griffin, Schuyler 
Moore, Kirk Rylander, 
Deann Thoms, Sean Vogler 

28—Meryl Eckermann, Jeannine 
Ingelson, Chester Johnson, 
Cynthia Meiresonne, Britt 
Moen 

29—Kelly Jean Bishop, Joel 
DeWitte, Elisabeth 
McCafferty, Fiana Roehrs, 
Marilyn Swanson 

30—Alice Flick, Bryan Hallene, 
Elyse Maccabee, Eryn 
Maccabee, Andrea Napier, 
Joan Ribbeck�
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I n M arch, T r i ni ty ’ s 
Communications Team sent 
an e-mail to some of our 
college students (we don’ t 
have al l  their e-mail 
addresses), and received six 
replies: 
 

From Amy Hul tquist, 
freshman at Augustana 
College in Rock Island: 
 

Hello Fellow Members of 
Trinity.  I have been very 
busy here at Augustana, but 
I wouldn©t trade in a minute 
of it.  I am involved in 
Cheer l eading, Student 
Government, "EMERGE" (a 
st u d en t  l ea der sh i p 
program), and I  am 
cur rentl y pledgi ng a 
sorority: Phi Rho, (which is 
actually the same sorority 
my mom pledged).  These 
activities keep me very busy, 
but I©ve managed to 
somehow stay on top of my 
school work.  I really enjoy 
my classes here, as I am 
maj or i ng i n Speech 
Communications and Art 
History and minoring in 
Swedish.  I decided to take 
Swedish to fulfill a language 
requirement because of my 

� � 
 � 
 � � � � � � � 
 � 
 � � 
 � �

Swedish background.  I ended 
up enjoying the language so 
much that I will be going to a 
seven week summer school in 
Sweden with other Augustana 
students and faculty.  I have 
been attending Catholic Mass 
here at 5 PM on Sunday 
evenings.  It©s amazing how 
similar it is to our traditional 
service at Trinity!  I do miss 
everyone and hope to see 
many of you on Easter!  God 
bless. 
 

From Matthew Petersen, 
senior at Wartburg College in 
Waverly, Iowa: 
 

Thanks for the email.  It is 
good to know that I am in 
everyone©s prayers.  My 
college life is beginning to 
wind down.  I will be 
graduating this May with a 
degr ee i n  Busi ness 
Administration wi th an 
emphasis in finance and a 
minor in accounting.  Next 
year, I will be attending law 
school although I have not 
yet decided which school I 
will be at.  Currently, I am in 
the middle of baseball 
season.  We are aiming for 
our 10th straight conference 
championship.  As a starting 
pi tcher, my record is 

currently 2-1 and I have a 
2.37 ERA.  My best game was 
a two-hit shutout against 
Haverford College from 
Indiana.  I am also involved 
wi th a volunteer  tax 
assistance program where I 
help low-income families 
prepare their federal and 
state tax returns.  I look 
forward to seeing everyone at 
Trinity when I make it home 
for Easter. 
 

From Sarah Hultquist, senior 
at Washington University in 
St. Louis: 
 

Thanks for the email.  All is 
well and crazy busy here at 
Wash U!  I can©t believe I 
only have 6 more weeks of 
college.  I just got back from 
an amazing Spring Break in 
Cabo, Mexico w/ 24 friends!  
Now it©s back to reality for a 
bit.  I©m planning to work for 
Sara Lee in Chicago starting 
in July.  I plan to do some 
traveling and relaxing until 
then.  I©ll be home for Easter. 
 

Watch next month’s Visitor 
for news from Ben Pulley, 
Amanda Dechert, and Meryl 
Eckermann,  
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            Many of you have already received a spring 2006 Moving Forward 
Stewardship Response letter.  If you haven’ t received your letter by April 7th, 
please let us know or pick up a copy in the narthex on Sunday.  Moving Forward 
is an appeal to fulfill our Faith Commitment for our staff, youth programs, 
ministries and calling a new senior pastor.  Trinity can continue to nurture our 
families and community with your help. 
 

         Trinity’s commitment to youth and families is long established.  The 
tradition continues this month as we celebrate the addition of a part-time youth 
minister to our staff (see page 7), new members (page 9), first communion and 
confirmation (page 8), LYO fundraising events (Easter morning breakfast at 8:00 
am), and look forward to vacation bible school (page 8) and a new summer family 
Sunday school. 

 
            We’re glad you are part of the Trinity family and look forward to seeing 
you in services this Easter season. 
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