
Thank you all for your 
patience, prayers and 
partnership in ministry 
during my enjoyable time 
as Intentional Interim 
Senior Pastor at our 
w onder f u l  T r i ni t y 
Evangel ical  Lutheran 
Church. I have re-
discovered my Andover, 
Augustana and Quad City 
roots and discovered 
warm new friends and 
partners in ministry.  
 

We have shared Word and 
Sacrament mi ni stry, 
prayers, Purpose Driven 
Life, and we experienced 
God’s amazing power and 
presence. Together we 
have grown into a more 
healthy congregation with 
many  t r ansf or med 
M i ni stry Leadershi p 
Teams as well as new 
ministry team adventures. 
We cel ebrated the 
wonderful success of the 
Trinity Cares and Moving 
F o r w a r d  sp r i n g 
stewardship campaigns 
and M ar di  gr as, 
participated in Transition 
Team Cottage Meetings 
a n d  a d o p t e d  a 
Congregational Mission 
Profi le for Trini ty’ s 
mission and ministry into 
the 21st Century. We have 
also adopted a new 
constitution, established a 

Personnel Handbook and 
Position Descriptions and 
perf ormance revi ew 
process for all staff and so 
much more. 
 

As I begin God’s next 
great faith adventure, I 
wi l l  bring countless 
healthy memories of the 
joys and sorrows that we 
have shared together. 
Every baptism, every first 
communi on,  ever y 
confirmation class, every 
gr aduat i on,  ev er y 
w e d d i n g ,  e v e r y 
“celebration of life”  and 
indeed, every experience 
that I was privileged to 
share with you, has taught 
me that God’s amazing 
grace is alive and well at 
Trinity. Please know that 
you and your families are 
in my thoughts and 
prayers as we share the 
love of God with each 
other and the world in the 
years ahead.  
 

I  look forward to 
celebrating Trinity’s new 
Senior Pastor as we 
d i s c o v e r  G o d ’ s 
transforming vision for 
mission and ministry in 
the 21st Century and as 
Trinity approaches its 
100th Anniversary in a 
few short years.     
 

� � � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 � � � 
 � � 
 � � � � 	 � � � � �

 � � � � � � �  

� �

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 � 
 �

� � � � ����	 
� � �
� � �

� � 

��� � �
� 
�� � � �� 
� � � �

� 



��� ��� � �
� �� ��
� � � ��
�

� �

� ��� �
� �� � 
� 
�� � �

	 � ��� �� � � � � �

� ��
� � � � �� � �

� 


�� � ��� 
 �! 
� ���
� 
" #
��

� �

! 
�� �� $��� �%� � &��' � � �
� � �

� � � �� 
�� � � � �

� ( � � 	 �

� � ���� �� � ��
� 
 � �

� ����� � �
� �)� � �� � 
 � �

� 
� ��� ��� �
�***� 
 
 �

� �#�� �� �� �� 
�� 
 
 �

� ��+� +� �
� 
� 
 � �

, � ��� �' � � $
�� 
 � �

� � $� �
�� � �
� � � �� 
 � �

� �- ��� . . �! 
�� ��
� 
 � �

� �
� � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � � � 
 
 �

� � � � � � � 
 
 � � � � 	 �

�

       This year’s Northern Illinois ELCA Synod Assembly theme was “Living in God’s Amazing 
Grace”  held June 16-17 at Augustana College.  The Trinity Attendees were Pastor Laura, Rose 
Andresen, Linda Milton, Jeff Martin, and Dick Eckermann, as well as Art Milton as a presenter 
and Jim Scott as a member of Northern Illinois Synod Council. 
       Dick reported, “This assembly is a worthwhile, inspirational experience for any lay member of 
our church. We need to encourage people to attend each year and be exposed to the many voices of 
Lutheranism. Our own Christian fellowship and diplomacy skills, not to mention faith-building, 
can be enhanced by the experience.”   Almost 600 people attended. 
 

The delegates considered and approved resolutions including: 
1. Resolution Ending World Hunger as a Core Conviction 
2. Bread for the World Hunger Advocacy Resolution 
3. Hurricane Katrina Relief Resolution 
4. In Thanksgiving for 100 Years of Lutheran Campus Ministry 
5. A Call for Conversation & Compassion of Immigrant Issue Immigration Advocacy Resolution 

(Continued on page 3) 

My future ministry plans are 
in God’s hands, as they have 
always been. Donna and I 
will go with our family to 
Minnesota’s grand BWCA 
in August, launch our long-
awaited fall vacation to New 
England and celebrate our 
40th wedding anniversary on 
an Elder Hostel adventure to 
New Zealand and Australia 
next spring. Following this 
time, I hopefully intend to 
continue as an Intentional 
Interim Pastor in my home 
Saint Paul Area Synod. My 
personal priorities are to 
affirm my love for my 
spouse and family, to 
celebrate grandparenting and 
to grow in faith, hope and 
love. 
 

Your faithful partner in 
Christ’s mission, 

� � � � � � � � � 	 
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Our  M innesota connection: 
Pastor  Joel and Donna 
Bexell, 8822 Jewel Ave 
South, Cottage Grove, MN 
55016; phone 651-459-
7 7 0 4 ;  e m a i l 
Joelbexell@comcast.net  

 

Please see the “ Letter  of 
Pastor al  Advice”  by 
Bishop Peter  Rogness for  
congregations following 
pastoral transitions on 
page 4. 
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LYO Coordinator  Repor t: Robyn Graham joined the Council for a brief update on the LYO 
trip to San Antonio.  Robin shared the highlights of the experience and the bonding and faith 
growth that occurred for her personally as well as the group.  Video diaries and pictures will be 
shared with the congregation in the weeks to come, and the youth will lead the worship at the 
first week in August as a more formal way to share their experiences. 
Synod Assembly:  Dick along with three other congregational members attended the Synod 
Assembly last month.  He and the other attendees shared their learning and thoughts via written 
reports.  Dick shared highlights from the two-day assembly and encourages members who are 
approached in the future to attend. 
Financial Repor t:  
a. Mid-Year Financial Report. 

A mid-year financial report meeting is planned for July 23rd at 11 a.m. in the Multi-Purpose 
Room.  This meeting will review the financials for the first ½ of the year, year-to-date income 
and expenditures, results of the Moving Forward campaign and the plans for how this money 
will be invested in our ministries, a look ahead to the budget for 2007 and needs for the future, 
as well as an update on open staff positions.   Additionally, time will be spent sharing some of 
the good news of the new initiatives that are occurring.   

b. Tom Scott reported in the absence of Bruce Peterson from the Finance Team.  Pledged giving 
remains on track for the first ½ of the year and overall expenses are on-track as well.  Many 
HR issues will affect expenses between now and the end of the year.  Moving Forward pledges 
are being met and are much appreciated.  Property expenses continue to be a challenge and are 
being prioritized for action. 

MOTION:  To accept the Financial report for June 2006.  (CC 07-06-02) 

Human Resources Update:   
MOTION:  To accept the resignations of Brian Schou and Jon Palomaki with regret.  (CC 07-
06-03) 

Council discussed the need to update the congregation on plans for staffing the music ministries 
of TELC in the short-term and long-term. 
An idea was presented to create a different model for providing support and Mutual Ministry for 
all staff members.  The current Mutual Ministry team will be charged with further discussions of 
this concept. 
Children Youth and Family M inister  Update:  Pastor Laura updated the team on the finalized 
position description.  A team will be formed by the end of July.  Becki Grimes will be the 
Council liaison for this team.  Resumes will begin being reviewed by August 1st. 

MOTION:  To accept the finalized position description with salary range to be determined 
based on salary, education and experience. (CC 07-06-04)   
Call Committee Update: The Call Committee is expecting to receive additional names in the 
next two weeks from the Bishop.  The committee asks for the continued prayers of the 
congregation. 
Inter im Pastor  Update:  The Council recognized and thanked Pastor Joel for his service at his 
last Trinity Council meeting.  Pastor’s last Sunday will be July 30th and we will plan a send-off 
for Pastor Joel on that date. 
Candidates for our next Interim will be interviewed in the near future.  Pastor Joel will be 
involved in the selection and will assist in the transition as possible.   
Other  Business: - Alternatives for Offering Deposit.  The current system of Council members 
collecting offering deposit is not working well.  Counting of the offering and bank deposit is 
another situation that needs to be reviewed.  The Financial Team will be asked to bring ideas for 
Council approval to improve the process.�

acolytes.  The CMNT team is 
looking forward to the new 
Hands-On Bible Sunday 
School curriculum that will 
debut this fall. 
Social Action M inistry 
Team is signing up members 
to help with Habitat for 
Humanity house.  The team is 
still has MANY openings and 
needs additional help for this 
project on July 22nd.  Council 
liaison Dave Maccabee 
shared the what he learned 
about the good work done by 
our Global Missions team and 
encourages members to view 
the bulletin board and talk 
with members about the work 
of the team. 

Proper ty team continues to 
face challenges with energy 
costs.  Our budget 
expectations of a 40% cost 
increase are being realized.  
Additional unplanned repairs 
are being addressed.  Set-
back thermostats will be 
installed to help control costs.  
A request to Endowment was 
sent to look at repairs to the 
multi-purpose room.  A 
mower has been donated for 
the summer and the custodian 
has taken over the bulk of the 
outdoor duties. 
Junior  high team is looking 
for ways to create more 
consistent attendance among 

Witness and Outreach team 
is working on a fall 
neighborhood festival.  
Member  Care team sent out 
47 cards to members and 
continues this ministry.  The 
Food committee remains 
busy feeding families with 
new babies and special needs.  
The Military Team is seeking 
pictures and contact 
information for members and 
friends of members serving in 
the military. 
The Technology Sub-team 
is meeting to finalize the 
purchase and installation of 
new equipment that has been 
funded by endowment. 

Recognition of Good 
Fruits/M inistry 

Blessings 
 
· Robyn Graham, Anne 

Williams, Todd 
Slothower, Miles 
Anthony and the 26 
Youth who attended 
the LYO Youth 
Conference.  Thanks to 
this group for their 
enthusiastic 
participation and we 
look forward to hearing 
more from the group 
about their experience. 

· Jim Scott for his 12 
years of service on the 
Synod Council. 

· Pastor Joel for his two 
years of service at 
Trinity Lutheran.  His 
wisdom and wit will be 
missed.  Special thanks 
to Donna and family 
for her understanding 
and generosity in 
allowing us to 
monopolize Joel’s time 
and energy. 

· Rose Andresen, Linda 
Milton, Jeff Martin, 
Dick Eckermann and 
Pastor Laura for their 
faithful preparation and 
attendance at the 
Synod Assembly. 

· Jon and Brian and 
families for their 
outstanding service and 
their many talents and 
gifts given to TELC. 

 
 
Note:  The date for  
the August Council 
meeting was 
incorrectly listed.  
The correct date is 
August 8th.  First 
Tuesday will be held 
on August 1st. 
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   Well, it had to happen 
sooner or later.  “What?” 
you ask.  A garage sale.  I 
approach this all with a bit 
of fear and trembling, and a 
refusal to do my own 
hosting (too much work!).  
A pastor friend is having 
one and that seemed the 
perfect way to move on 
some “ treasures”  to other 
homes.  All of that “going 
through the stuff”  brings 
back memories of our 
garage being the host 
garage.  Of lemonade 
stands. Of making signs and 
making change.  Of baskets 
and baskets of Happy Meal 
toys.   

   A Tupperware Noah’s 
Ark was one toy that moved 
on in a garage sale some 8 
years ago.  I think of it as 
one of a favorite “hands on”  
type of Bible toy.  The blue 
ark with a white deck and 
yellow “ark top”  was home 
to snap-together pairs of 
animals like giraffes and 
elephants.  It showed up in 
the tub, the sandbox, the 
living room floor and the 
kitchen sink.   

       There is a newer Fisher 
Price toy out there that is a 
Nativity set �  complete with 
Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus, 
animals and more.  What a 
great toy idea.  Maybe that 
will still be around when 
I’m a grandma.   

       There are so many 
voices in our world that talk 
about things being “hands 
off”  or “hands-free”  �  like 
phones and such.  We talk 
about safe touch and other 
times not to have hands on 
one another.  However �  

some things need to be 
“hands on.”   One of those 
things is the Bible. 

    In baptisms, we pastors 
ask parents and sponsors 
(and congregations) to place 
in the scriptures in 
children’s hands and teach 
them.  However, if we wait 
to tell our littlest ones those 
stories when they are old 
enough to read them, we are 
missing years and years of 
wonderful memory making.   

        In one July worship, I 
talked with the children 
about Jesus sending the 
disciples out two by two to 
do ministry with very 
little �  no bag, no money, 
one tunic, one staff.  I 
showed them a suitcase of 
stuff I use� lots of Bibles, a 
couple of frogs (stuffed, 
bean, inflatable, rubber), 
and a box of Resurrection 
Eggs.  But I shared that I 
really didn’ t need quite so 
much stuff.  I could even 
just use a cross to tell Jesus’  
story �  one that they knew 
already!   

        Then we went over to a 
beautiful new wooden cross 
that was made for a wall in 
the Multipurpose Room 
with memorial funds from 
Harold and Teckla 
Rasmussen.  I talked about 
the cross and the many 
people who would see it in 
wonderful Wednesday 
evening WOW worship, and 
in classes and meetings and 
parties and Vacation Bible 
School.  And then we all 
touched it.  We all put our 
hands on it �  some my size, 
some 3 year old size � - and 
we prayed around it.  We 

blessed it with our hands.  
We blessed the people who 
will see it for years and 
years to come.  Now that is 
“hands on.”  

    This fall another “hands 
on”  approach will begin.  
Anne Williams and our 
Children’s Education 
Ministry Team have been 
working hard to prepare a 
wonderful Sunday School 
Experience for our children.  
What curriculum are they 
using?  It’s called “Hands 
On Bible.”   It is amazing.  
(Check out the bulletin 
boards in the hall outside 
Founders Hall and the 
Lounge to get a preview of 
the clever “stuff”  that is 
used “hands on”  to teach the 
wonderful stories of God’s 
love!) 

    Keep looking for 
something else!  Look for 
the coming of a new 
Children & Family 
Minister.  This person will 
work with our current staff, 
including myself, Education 
Minister Anne Williams, 
Youth Minister Robyn 
Graham, and the education 
ministry teams to enhance 
and grow ministry for our 
children and their families.  
(The job description is 
posted on our web site and 
we will begin as soon as 
August 1 to review 
resumes.) 

       Can you “ feel”  it?  I 
can!  The Spirit moving �  
encouraging us to grow, to 
get busy, to reach out, to get 
our “Hands on the Bible”?   

       Hand in hand with you 
on the journey 
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(Continued from page 1) 
       According to Rose, “ It was a joy to witness the first of two receptions of a new 
congregation: Followers of Christ Lutheran Church, Plainfield on Saturday morning. The Pastor 
is Ron Voss and Trinity’s own Ben Ingelson is the Intern. We, as Trinity delegates were proud to 
join Pastor Laura in presenting the new congregation a check for $1,000 from Trinity, Moline 
council and members. Ben accepted the gift and along with Pastor Voss thanked Trinity joined 
by Bishop Wollersheim and the assembly.”   Rose concluded, “The 2006 Northern Illinois Synod 
Assembly came to a close Saturday afternoon with the resounding “A Mighty Fortress is Our 
God.”  We would go away knowing that we are called by God into community with others where 
we can live in God’s amazing grace.”  
       Linda shared that “Representative Rev. Dr. Sherman G. Hicks, Exec. Dir. Multicultural 
Ministries, ways are being sought to have diversity in congregations – the main one being grass 
roots hospitality to visitors. He pointed to the increase of multicultural neighborhoods that 
reflects population changes as well as legislation.  
       Jeff attended the Anti-Racism Forum where immigration issues were discussed and also the 
Bishop’s Forum where he learned about rebuilding efforts in the Gulf. 
       Dick has a full report on Global Mission Ministry Support and the Diakonia Program.  To 
read more see our Trinity web site and consider being a Trinity delegate in 2007. 



As an addendum to my final TV article, we as Intentional Interim Pastors of the ELCA are 
asked to include the following information for congregations who are moving through Pastoral 
leadership transition. Bishop Rogness’  following “Open Letter of Pastoral Advice”  has been 
greatly appreciated by pastors and congregations.  
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The following was originally published in the newsletter of the Saint Paul Area Synod, and has 
been widely reproduced.  It is intended to give guidance to pastors and congregations alike. 

 
WHY NOT ASK OUR FORMER PASTOR? 

(An Open Letter of Pastoral Advice from Bishop Peter Rogness) 
 

    With our community being as geographically compact as it is, pastors who have moved from 
one congregation to another ministry or are who are retired, sometimes are asked to perform 
pastoral acts by their former parishioners.  There is no painless way out of this situation that is 
both understandable and awkward. 
    A good pastoral relationship is not coldly functional; it is personal as well.  So, it’ s not at all 
uncommon for people facing a wedding, funeral, baptism, or illness to desire the presence of a 
pastor who has been personally important in their lives.  Good pastors can expect that times 
will come when former parishioners would like the pastoral relationship to continue for a 
special occasion. 
    That’s where we run into trouble.  We need to be clear on what has come to be understood as 
a professional ethic for pastors: when a pastor leaves a parish, she/he is no longer those 
people’s pastor. He/she may continue to be a friend, but the pastoral relationship is ended. 
The implications for pastors are clear; it is often (not always) appropriate to do what other 
friends do  - attend a wedding or funeral - but the act of presiding or participating as a pastor 
in those moments belongs to the current pastor. 
    I served a wonderful parish for ten years and for the next 15 years continued to live in the 
same house, just over a mile from the church. I knew this awkward situation well – I was often 
asked. I found the most helpful response to be something like, “ I’m not your pastor anymore,
_____ is.  But I’m glad you’d like me there, and I’d love to come if invited, as your other 
friends do.”  
    I don©t say, “ You©ll have to talk to your pastor about that.”   That would put the current pastor 
in the no-win situation of either saying yes and relinquishing the pastoral role to me or saying 
no and being regarded by the parishioner as cold, jealous, and insensitive to their wishes.   
    Nor could I say that the church has rules against that, leaving the people to be angry at this 
arbitrary and autocratic church (and at me for caving in and going along with it). It was best to 
simply draw the line – I would not do those things. 
 

So what is the best way to handle this? 
· For laity: Don’ t even ask - it immediately puts both the current and former pastor in very 

awkward positions.  Even if the current pastor is someone that you hardly know, you affirm 
your former pastor best by inviting her/him to come while showing high regard for the 
pastoral office he/she held by seeking out that new pastor to be your pastor. 

· For pastors: Don’ t ever give in to the temptation to think “ just in this case.”  Everybody is 
going to think their situation is the exceptional one. You reduce future difficulty for yourself, 
your colleagues, and all you former parishioners by being very clear that you simply don’ t do 
pastoral acts for former parishioners. 

 

        There are also other situations that arise, such as contacts with former pastors over 
personal life struggles, complaints about the life of the parish, etc., but the same principle 
applies: we honor our former pastors most highly by recognizing the importance of the work 
they do and the office they hold by looking to current pastors for those ministry acts. 
        Most pastors know of this issue, and most are sensitive and appropriate. Many laity have 
never thought about it and may innocently make this kind of request, not thinking about the 
complexities.  It doesn’ t hurt to remind congregational members from time to time that his is 
how we create and nurture healthy on-going pastoral relationship. I don’ t mean this to sound 
arbitrary and legalistic. I mean it to be pastoral. This is how we best care for the whole body 
and each other as members of it. 
 
Shared on behalf of the Trinity Lutheran Church Council and as a summary of the “Guidelines 
for Retired Ordained Ministers”  adopted by The ELCA Church Council as policy for the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, November 1998 [CC98.11.45]. �
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Up ‘N Adam, Eve 
 

Wednesday, August 2nd at 
8:30 AM  

 

“ Winnie’s Place”  
K it M iller , Shelter  

Manager 
(Old cell phones are being 
collected as a benefit for  

Winnie’ s Place – br ing old 
or  used cell phones to help 

with this project) 
 

Tickets $3.00 available July 
23rd and 30th     

In Founders Hall 
 

Or call either Julie at 762-
3624 or Al at 762-1734 

Trinity Supper Club 
 

Tuesday, August 15th at 
5:30 pm 

Program to be announced. 
Join us for a salmon 

croquette dinner catered by 
Mulkey’s Restaurant. 

 
Tickets are $7.00 and may 

be purchased during Sunday 
morning fellowship on 

August 6th and 13th or call 
Lucille Almquist at  

309-794-1580. 

Trinity Senior 
Board Meeting 

August 8th 
at 9:00 am 

September 10, 2006 – Rally Day 
 
       Church Council approves a modified Worship-Learning-Worship schedule for Fall 2006 
Sunday Worship.  The modified schedule expands fellowship time, maintains learning for all 
ages, shortens time between events, maintains first service start time and moves second service 
start time.   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Over a period of two weeks a 15-person special taskforce, formed at the request of the Church 
Council, for the purpose of reviewing the current fall time schedule for Sunday morning 
worship and learning along with study of other options. After the study the taskforce was to 
submit a recommendation to Council for consideration.   

 
Goals kept in mind throughout the process: 
1. Support growth in Sunday Worship and Children & Youth Sunday School 
2. Encourage family worship 
3. Continue growth in Adult Education. 

 
       Several sources of data were used as reference in making a final recommendation.  
i.e.; TELC Mission Statement, Worship & Sunday school attendance data, Q-C ELCA 
Worship/Learning Schedules, premise of original decision, and 17 new and modified worship/
learning options. 
 

       Council thanks the taskforce for their time and efforts in this study. If there are further 
questions or comments please direct them to Council through Karen Dowsett, 309-762-3524. 

8:30-9:30 a.m. Traditional Service 
9:45–10:30 a.m. Learning for All 

10:45-11:45 a.m. Contemporary Service 
**Continuous Fellowship with Refreshments available 8:15 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.**  

Learn CPR 
 

Join us on Saturday, 
September  9th from 9:30 
until noon, when a CPR 
class will be held in the 
Multipurpose room.  The 
class is recommended for 
new learners as well as 
those who are updating 
their certification (those 
who were certified two 
years ago are up for 
renewal at this time).  
There are new guidelines 
for administering CPR 
a n d  t h e se  n e w 
recommendations will be 
taught along with updates 
for AED use.  
Call Julie Blew at 309-
762-3624 if you are 
interested in participating.   

Babysitting and 1st aid 
classes offered: 
Boys and girls age 10 
and older who want to 
baby-sit will learn about 
infant and child safety 
and emergency 
readiness, parental 
expectations and job 
confidence.  9-12, 
Saturday, August 19th. 
In addition, from 12:30-
3:30, Saturday, August 
19th, boys and girls 10 
and older who spend 
time caring for 
themselves or others will 
learn about common 
emergency care, how to 
contact the emergency 
medical system and how 
to respond to choking.  
Certificates will be given 
upon successful 
completion. 
Call Julie at 762-3624 
for more details. 

Open House 
You are cordially invited  

to an Open House  
in honor of  

Lois Meredith’s 
75th birthday. 
Please join us  

Sunday, August 6th  
from 2:00—4:00 pm in 

Founders Hall 
(no gifts, please). 

Questions? Please call 
Amanda at 309-558-9588 or 

Lynn at 309-764-8456. 

Farewell 
Sunday, July 30th  

join us in celebration to 
honor Pastor Joel and 

Donna between services in 
Founders Hall. 

Cards and blessings for the 
Bexells can be brought to 
the celebration, dropped 
off or mailed to Trinity. 
Pastor Joel and Donna’s 
plans are to travel with 

family and any donations 
will be used for fueling the 

family camper! 

Attention: All Br idge 
Players 

The Trinity Bridge 
Marathon is being organized 

for the 2006-07 year. 
Anyone interested in joining 

contact Ardis Bloeser at 
309-762-5666 or Carole 

Bloeser at 3090-794-3153 
by August 30th. 

Coming Soon!  The Drama 
Spot - 

Drama can be a wonderful 
way to worship God and 

celebrate His Word.  Brief 
sketches will be presented as 
a part of our worship service 
that will help illustrate the 

Gospel.  The Worship 
Ministry Team is looking for 
members who are interested 
in serving the Lord through 

dramatic interpretation of His 
Word.  If you’re interested or 

would like to learn more, 
please call Karen Decker by 

July 9 at 309-793-4146.   



Skiles, Jerry Wagner 
23—Ries David, Christopher 

Ford, Janet Rusk, David 
Schriefer, Julie Trelstad 

24—Scarlett Ferguson, 
Charlotte Ortiz, Penny 
Weigandt 

25—Michael Bergren, Lucas 
Jones, Lois Olson 

26—Kevin Cavins, Donald 
Johnson, Matthew 
Marine, Karlee Rumler, 
Robert Schwieder 

27—Jill Rakus, Cindy 
VonGillern, Nancy 
Zeidler 

28—Amy Bowling, Kirk 
Ingersoll, Ashley Miller, 
Ardith Schafer, Cheryl 
Schmidt, Noelle Schriefer, 
Kristin Vana 

29—Eleanor Flatley, Joyce 
Ford, Douglas Johnson, 
Fritz Larsen, Sally 
O’Donnell, James 
Thatcher 

30—Zachary Elder, Sarah 
Kramer, James Scott 

31—Lois Lindgren�
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1—Camron Fowler, Kelsey 
Jackson, Chelsea Sisco, 
Candace Walters, Melissa 
Womack 

2—Chad Creen, Lucas Knox, 
Jeremy Womack 

3—Joseph Duvall, Charles 
Ehredt, Alice Groene, 
Mark Hansen, Austen 
Johnson Charles Pierce, 
John Turnbull, Reilly 
Weaver 

4—Robert Brockhouse, 
Karen Decker, Sara 
Judickas, Donald 
McPherson, Sarah Rogers 

5—Leslie Crotty, Teresa 
DeFrane, Gerald DeWitte, 
Alvina Hansen, Morgan 
Mumma, Peggy Schriefer, 
Zachary Sisco 

6—Charles Downey, Kristin 
Eckhardt, Katherine Neff, 
Kelsey Rumler, Thomas 
Thoms, Grace Young 

7—Breanna Fitzpatrick, 
Michael Resler, Giles 
Weigandt 

8—Madison Carmoega, 
Linda Leaf 

9—Jack Anderson, Linda 
Anderson, Amanda 
Johnson, Patty Jones  

10—Rose Carlson, Melinda 
Carson, Brian Croegaert, 
Matthew Dempsey, 

Brenda Flowers, Lois 
Patch, Donna Rynott, 
Margaret Swenson 

11—Ethel Johnson, Jeremiah 
Love II, Lois Meredith 

12—Robert Brown, Lori 
Doroba, Wyatt Lamb, 
Emily Welser, Cynthia 
Wieland 

13—Patricia Boney, Lynn 
Denato, Sally Doran, 
Brian Doroba, John 
Turner Jr., Elise 
Vermeulen 

14—John Kiddoo 
15—Molly Doroba, Vito 

Lampasona, Juniper 
Loser, Jean Lundberg, 
Diane Swayne, Lisa Tews 

16—Sandra Bergren, 
Christopher Larsen, Tara 
Smith-Prybil, Angela 
Suman 

17—Edward Meyer 
18—Michelle Duvall, Lisa 

Olson 
19—Lucile Noack 
20—Katherine Burns, Jessica 

DeWitte, Sara Hansen, 
Lorri Larsen, Charles 
Wasinger  

21—Blake Boster, Kaitlyn 
Carson, Eulalia Dunn, 
Loah Finks, Ashley 
Pearson 

22—Derek Fuller, Ashley 
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Bir ths 
 

Kari Marian Hegg was born on June 11th to Katy and John Hegg. Her grandparents are  
Larry and Cindy McCallum 

 

Landon Jeffrey Colton was born June 27th to Jeff & Heidi Colton.  His grandparents are Larry 
& Barbara Johnston 

 

Zayda Lynne Graham was born July 10th to Mike & Jessica Graham.  Her grandparents are 
Terry & Jan Baner. 

 

Lauren Victoria Groene was born July 10th to Rob & Amy Groene.  Her grandmother is Val 
Groene and great-grandmother is Alice Groene. 

Congratulations 
to 

Meghan & Jason Bristol 
Wed July 1st. 
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Brenda lives in Geneseo 
with her husband, Scott, and 
daughters, Beth &Laura. 
She and Scott met while 
students at Augustana 
College (many years ago). 
Scott is a history teacher and 
cross-country coach at Orion 
High School. Brenda 
worked as a CPA until they 
started their family and she 
stayed home with the girls. 

Beth also graduated from 
Augie and will finish her 
Masters in Social Work 
after interning in School 
Social Work in the Moline 
School District next year. 
Laura is heading to Luther 
College this fall to study 
music. They©ve been so 
busy attending school and 
music events the last few 
years there hasn©t been 

much time for outside 
activities, but they do enjoy 
sports and music also. 
Brenda is also the Financial 
Secretary at the 1st 
Congregational Church in 
Geneseo, where they attend. 
She finds it interesting that 
even though they are not 
Lutheran, somehow they 
have all ended up at 
Lutheran Colleges.  
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Our Sympathy 
 

To Norma Henning & 
family on the death of 
her husband Donald, 

July 14th 
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If you are unable 
to serve on your 
assigned time 

and date, please 
find your own 

substitute. 
Don’t forget to 
notify Karen 

Anderson (in the 
church office at 
762-3624) of the 

change. 
Thank You! 

June 2006 Service Attendance 
 
 
 
 
 
 

June 4th 
8:30        226 
10:00      121 

June 11th 
8:30        156 
10:00      123 

June 18th 
8:30       148 
10:00     101 

June 25th 
8:30       185 
10:00     142 

WOW 
6/7         42 
6/21       31 
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       I have been sitting at my 
desk all morning trying to 
figure out how to share with 
all of you the experience of 
the National Youth Gathering 
in San Antonio. And to be 
honest, I haven’ t gotten very 
far… it’s now 1:30 (I’ve been 
working on Confirmation 
material since I’ve got 
writer’s block!) and I’m still 
not sure what memories or 
stories would best impart the 
awesomeness of the 
Gathering to you. I’m 
grateful that I am only one of 
30 people from Trinity who 
attended the Gathering and I 
am sure that they will be able 
to better express it on August 
6th when LYO will be our  
worship leaders at both 
services. Be sure to join the 
youth that morning! 
       There is one realization I 
made at the Gathering that I 

would like to share with you. 
It’s pretty simple and may 
seem almost anti-climactic – 
you probably already know 
this. The preacher on Sunday 
morning, our last morning, 
spoke about the common 
Spanish saying Vaya con 
Dios – go with God. He 
mused out loud that we 
usually put the emphasis on 
the last word – God – and 
asked us what would happen 
if we put the emphasis on 
the first word – GO. What 
would happen if instead of 
Go with GOD, we said GO 
with God. We know that 
God, the creator of the 
universe, is present in our 
world in ways that we don’ t 
know about or even 
understand all the time. God 
is already there! God is 
already in our homes! God is 
already in our schools and 

our workplaces! God is 
already in our relationships – 
those that work and the 
broken ones too! God’s here 
in our church – in our 
worship and our learning! 
God’s all ready for 
September 10th when we start 
our new HANDS-ON-
BIBLE Sunday School, when 
we re-start Faith Builders Jr. 
High Sunday School and our 
Sr. High Sunday School! 
God’s waiting for us to kick 
off our ministry year with 
THREE adult education 
opportunities on Sunday 
morning! God’s already there 
and God’s waiting for us! So 
go ahead, GO with God who 
is waiting for us to catch up! 
GO ahead, jump in, dig 
deeper, and try something 
new! God’s ready! 
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B l e s s e d 
B e g i n n i n g s 
Preschool  has 
limited openings 

for the Fall 2006 session.  
The 4-year- old class meets 
on Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday from 8:30-11:30  or 

 12:30-3:30.  The 3-year-old 
class meets Tuesday & 
Thursday  from 8:30—11:00 
or 12:30-3:00.  Call Tina 
Hayz at (309) 764-7220 for 
an application or for more 
information 

Back by Popular Demand: 
Tr inity on Vacation!  
Are you interested in what 
other Trinity members did on 
their summer vacations? 
Want to find out how God is 
working through travel? Join 

us in the lounge on Sunday 
mornings at 10:00 starting on 
August 13th!  
Already Scheduled: members 
of LYO sharing their 
experience of the National 
Youth Gathering in  

San Antonio, Texas and Jane 
Bahls talking about her 
experience at Holden Village 
(a Lutheran out-door [and 
much more] ministry!) Check 
your bulletin and postings for 
more information! 
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Hey there Faith Builders! 
Join us Sunday, August 
27th at 11:30 am (right af-
ter worship) for Pizza & a 
Scavenger Hunt! 

you can afford to share with 
others! 
The party’s over at 3:00. 
RSVP to Anne Williams at 
309-762-3624 by August 14th. 

We will be gathering 
school supplies for John 
Deere students who can’ t 
afford their own. So, bring 
$5.00 or whatever amount 

Great Big Thanks to all Confirmation Camp Leaders! 
Thanks to Todd Slothower, Maggie Jones, Kelly Anthony, John Hansen 
and Zach Elder for their extraordinary leadership at confirmation Camp!  
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Thank You!!!!!! to the Youth Ministry Team for all their hard work 
and dedication with making all the arrangements for the National 
Youth Gathering. Your dedication and support as made all the dif-
ference with LYO. I truly appreciate everything you all do for LYO. 
Robyn 
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CRUZANDO 
“ JOURNEY WITH JESUS”  

 

Join LYO on Sunday, August 6, 2006 for a “Cruzando” .   
Both worship services will be facilitated by the LYO and their experiences at the  

National Youth Gathering in San Antonio, Texas. 
 
       You, the congregation, will be amazed at the awesome experience we (youth and leaders) 
had at the National Youth Gathering.  In small and large ways we have been changed and 
touched by Jesus.  We were able to step out of our everyday world and experience a world in a 
safe and spiritual way… The youth were able to be themselves and praise the Lord with their 
arms in the air….. singing and dancing made this event memorable.   
       Personally, it was emotional to watch the youth go from not singing and standing still, to 
singing and jumping around.  One youth commented “ I felt a deep connection with the music 
all 18,000 of us in the dome could praise God at the top of our lungs” .  Another youth 
commented “ the gathering has changed my life and I’ve grown in faith a lot” . 
       I still cannot believe the number of youth at this gathering and how awesome it was to see 
and feel the presence of Jesus.  I feel a stronger connection to God and how our Lord is always 
with us, even during those awful and amazing times.  There was a significant amount of time 
for reflection, devotion, and bible study.  We were able to do nightly devotions at the hotel 
with just our group.  This was a time for reflection and sharing, laughing and crying.  The bond 
between all of us was amazing and uplifting.  The youth have developed a closer relationship 
with other youth, leaders, and especially with God.  I most definitely would take all of these 26 
youth on another spiritual trip…. Until then VAYA CON DIOS (GO WITH GOD). 
 
Touched by Jesus, 
Robyn 

In this new role, the Children & Family (CF) Minister provides leadership in the educational 
and faith-formation ministries for children and their families, including recruiting and training 
volunteers for Sunday Morning Learning, Vacation Bible School and other children’s 
ministries.  The CF Minister has additional leadership responsibility for developing and 
implementing a developmental-stage based family ministry program and other opportunities 
for learning and growth.  If you or someone you know is interested in this opportunity for 
ministry, please send a resume and cover letter to office@trinitylutheranmoline.org or Trinity 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Attn. Rev. Laura Koppenhoefer, 1330-13th St., Moline, IL 
61265-3099.  For more details and position qualifications visit our website at www.
trinitylutheranmoline.org or call 309-762-3624. 
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you can use the waterless 
foam or gel located in 
each patient room.  Let’s 
help each of us stay 
healthier with this simple, 
yet important, action.   

Do you ever visit a friend 
or relative in an area 
hospital?  If so, you can 
help prevent hospital-
acquired infections as well 
as protect yourself against 
infection.  Simply wash 
your hands before and 

after visiting.  Before the 
visit you are protecting the 
patient; after the visit you 
are protecting yourself.  You 
can wash with soap and 
water (you’ve lathered long 
enough when you’ve sung 
Happy Birthday twice!) or 
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It is now August and our 
school’s are being filled 
with the laughter of 
children.  In recent years 
that laughter has been 
interrupted by pain and 
crying due to acts of 
violence.  As a country we 
have become increasingly 
concerned about the safety 
of our students and school 
staff.  Our children 
deserve a safe place to 
learn just as our teachers 
and support staffs deserve 

a safe environment in which 
to teach and guide our 
children. 
 

Please remember to keep our 
teachers, school staffs and 
students in your prayers as 
the new school year begins.  
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Crayons: 24 count Folders 
with pocket 
Glue (Elmer’s School 
Glue) 
Pencils 
Washable markers 
Loose-leaf paper (wide-
ruled) 
Colored Pencils 
Watercolors (Crayola) 
Tissues 
Erasers 
Scissors (Fiskars) 
Rulers: centimeter and 
inch 

        The new school year 
is almost here again, and, 
once again, we’ ll be 
assisting Ericsson School 
to assure each child has 
the supplies he or she 
needs to be successful in 
learning.  Traditionally we 
buy all the needed 
supplies in late summer, 
taking advantage of the 
good sales on these items.  
These supplies not only 
help get the children 
started in school, but also 

replenish depleted supplies 
throughout the year.  Each 
year the ‘supply closet’  at 
Ericsson is emptied. 
       Listed to the right  are 
supplies that are needed.  
Items can be left at Julie 
Blew’s office anytime.  If 
you have questions, call 
Carole Bloeser, 794-3153, or 
Julie Blew, 762-3624.  The 
staff and students at Ericsson 
really appreciate your help 
and support.  Thank you!! 
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Bishop Wollersheim, Ar t M ilton, Ruth 
Fairchild-Lathan, and Esther  Prabhakar  
representatives from the Nor thern I llinois 
Synod left for  India on Friday, June 30 to 
celebrate the 300 years of Lutheran ministry 
among people there. A Web site has been set 
up at http://lutheransinindia.blogspot.com so 
members of the delegation can post blogs on 
the trip. Be sure to check in often and keep 
this group in your prayers. 
 

Trinity’s Global Mission Team and 
Endowment Committee are supporting Art 
Milton’s mission visit to India this year.  



One of the credits on the back 
of the book by the 
Washington Post says that the 
book is “  a singularly 
graceful syntheses of 
memoirs and theological 
explanation.”    The theology 
is subtle – I had difficulty 
finding it.  One particular 
paragraph was meaningful 
however – “The question is 
not whether the things that 
happen to you are chance 
things or God’s things 
because of course they are 
both at once.  There is no 
chance thing through which 
God cannot speak…..”  
 
 

The motivation for this 
month’s selection was 
frequent quotations of the 
author by Pastor LeCroix. 
Frederick Buechner is a 
celebrated author of many 
works and the Trinity 
library has several of his  
fiction writings and also a 
non fiction work 
SACRED JOURNEY 285 
BUE.  Buechner’s  
premise is that “  all 
theology is at its heart 
autobiography” .  Since 
this book is primarily a 
narrative of the author’s 
life up through his first 
years after college, it is 
partly an autobiography.  

The Good Book Club will meet 
August 28th in the lounge at 7 
p.m to discuss The Other 
Boleyn Girl by Philippa 
Gregory. 
 

The TLC Book Club will meet 
Thursday, August 17 at 12:30 
p.m. in the lounge Leota’s 
Garden by Francine Rivers 
Future titles are Brick Lane by 
Monica Ali (September 21), 
Pope Joan by Donna Cross 
(October 19), and Angry 
Housewives Eating Bon Bons 
by Lorna Landvik (November 
16).  
 

Join either (or both) of the 
discussion groups.  We enjoy 
welcoming new members!    
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Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!  
 

Jeanne and I  want to sincerely thank members and friends of Trinity for all your kind 
expressions of Christian love, your warm greetings and remembrances these past days.  I t 
has been a very rewarding experience to serve as Visitation Pastor since 1990.  Memories of 
your love and friendship we will cherish always.  Trinity is a great and caring Church 
Family, and we have been proud to be a part of it.  We will continue to pray God’s 
abundant blessing and His ever-present guiding hand in leading Trinity forward in 
extending His Kingdom. 
 

Again, our heartfelt thanks, 
 

Pastor Chris & Jeanne�
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       Greetings from your seminarian.  I hope this finds you well.  By the time this letter goes to 
print, I will have just finished my year long internship at Followers of Christ Lutheran Church 
in Plainfield, IL.  This also means that I’m now entering my fourth and final year of seminary 
and will graduate in May. 
       Thank you for all your support over these past three years.  You have supported me 
through prayers and encouragement, opportunities to teach and preach, and your gracious 
financial support.  Trinity’s faith-filled nurture over many years has without a doubt played an 
indispensable role in my sense of call to ordained ministry.   
       Since the fall of 2003 when I began seminary, Trinity’s WELCA has been providing 
scholarship funding.  Thus far, the Trinity WELCA has donated $8,000 towards the cost of my 
seminary education.  (The Lutheran School of Theology at Chicago estimates the total cost of 
seminary to be roughly $24,000 per year).  Trinity’s recent establishment of the Reid 
Scholarship via the ELCA’s Fund for Leaders Scholarship provides any Trinity member in 
seminary a scholarship for partial or full tuition (or equally divided if there is more than one 
member enrolled.  Trinity clearly supports the mission of the Church and one such way is 
through financially supporting its future leaders. 
       Thank you also on behalf of Followers of Christ Lutheran Church.  Before I became their 
intern Trinity had supported this mission development congregation of the Northern Illinois 
Synod and this relationship has continued throughout the time I served at Followers of Christ 
as well.  Also, Trinity’s previous gifts made it possible to have an intern.  Once again, you have 
played a key role in my pastoral development! 
       I can’ t say thank you enough for all your support.  As always, I look forward to gathering 
together with you in worship.  Soli Deo Gloria! 
 

Working with you in ministry, 
 

Ben Ingelson  �
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            The family of Ruth Snyder would like to express our thanks to Pastor 
Laura and Pastor Meyer for conducting funeral services for Ruth, and to the 
WELCA for the lunch after the service.  Thank You. 



Member Care 
The Military Ministry 
would like to update 

the list of our 
members serving in 

the military. 
Please give Larry 

Carson 
(309-762-3624)  

the member’s name, 
where they are 
serving, which 

military branch they 
are serving, and their 

birthdate. 
 

We would also like to 
have a photo of the 
member, preferably 

in uniform. 
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   Most of us don’ t tithe even though the Bible asks us to and we would like to.  
Considering our personal and family financial obligations, giving 10% of our income to the 
church seems more of a financial stretch than we feel we can handle.  If that’s how you feel, 
you’ve got lots of company. 
   On the first Sunday of October , those of us who are not cur rently tithing dur ing 2006 
will have the oppor tunity to exper ience what happens to us when we tithe.  We may find 
the answers to some of our  questions about tithing.  Did tithing create any financial 
difficulties for us?  What positive affects did we experience form tithing?  How did tithing 
make us feel?  What made it possible for us to tithe on that Sunday? 
   On “Try-A-Tithe Sunday”  (October 1), we will have the oppor tunity to tithe by putting 
an amount in a special offer ing envelope that, when added to our  regular  weekly pledge, 
will equal a tithe.  The additional amount bringing our total weekly offering to 10% will go 
to Trinity’s global mission projects. 
   The “ key ingredient to tithing”  will be the focus of the September  TRINITY 
VISITOR ar ticle about “ Try-A-Tithe Sunday.”   Watch for  it! 
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In June, 
Janet and I 
were privi-
leged to 
visit the 
I n t e r n a-
tional Rice 
Research 
Institute in 
Los Banos, 

Philippines. Since 1960 
it has been one of the 
major centers for efforts 
for improving the yields 
of rice. By developing 
new Hi gh-Y i el di ng 
Varieties, it has increased 
the average yield from 
120.1 to 149.5 metric 
tons per hectare (2 ½ 
acres). As a result, the 
total amount of rice 
produced has doubled 
even though the amount 
of land in rice production 
is essentially the same. 
This is the so-called 
“Green Revolution”  for 
which Dr. Norman 
Borlaug, professor at 
Iowa State University, 
was the major innovator. 
These ef forts have 
hel ped to provi de 

adequate food for hundreds 
of millions of people. 
Now, the focus is on 
improving the nutritional 
quality of the seeds to help 
solve some deficiencies in 
the diets of the poor. So, 
there is some good news! 
   Yet, many people still 
are without adequate food. 
Inevitably, food resources 
are unevenly distributed; 
some places have plenty of 
food, others do not. Our 
task and our Christian 
commitment is to help 
those who do not have 
enough. Fortunately, the 
ELCA World Hunger 
Appeal has been helping 
many people for over 
thirty years. Last year over 
$17 million was raised 
across the U.S., including 
over $14,000 from Trinity 
and $310,000 from the 
northern Illinois Synod. 
Yet, we know that food 
needs remain. PLEASE 
make a contribution in 
your  wor l d hunger 
envelope to allow the 
L utheran church to 
continue i ts outreach 
efforts. 
   On the local scene, we 
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bring food for the 
Churches United food 
panty at Christian 
Friendliness to help 
those in need. I t 
provided food for 148 
families (422 people) in 
April, 201 families in 
May (582 people) and 
202 families in June 
(588 people). If we were 
short on food, imagine 
how grateful we would 
be if we could get some 
groceries from the food 
pantry. I convey to you 
the thoughts from the 
r ecent  Chr i st i an 
Friendliness newsletter; 
“Thank you once again 
for your generosity that 
hel p s us ser v e 
underprivileged families 
in a time of need.”  
Please bring food stuffs 
next time you come to 
church; the World 
Hunger Committee will 
bring them to the pantry. 
 

Thank You Very Much, 
 

Norm Moline 
For the World Hunger  

Committee 
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Don’ t see your 
event? 

Did you notify 
the church 

office? 
All of the 

information for 
the Visitor 
Calendar is 

taken from the 
office calendar.  
Notifying the 

church office of 
events is the best 

way to spread 
the information 
and to reserve 

the room. 
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