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On “Consecration Sunday”  November 19, and on November 26th when our 
new Senior Pastor, Larry Conway led us in Worship, many Trinity members 
made their Pledge Commitment for 2007.  Trinity thanks those who have 
already Stepped Up for our ministries for next year.  
 
As we bring our “Step Up” Fall Stewardship Program to a close, there is still 
time, for you who have not made your own commitment.  Enclosed with this 
Trinity Visitor is a card that can be put in the offering plate or sent or brought 
to the office at Trinity. (Please disregard if you have given your card.) 
 

We ask those who have not yet committed to pray about your own 
commitment. 

 
We have or can: 

·  Step up to make Worship attendance regular.  Come in December as we 
prepare during Advent with the coming of Jesus on Christmas.   

·  Step up and meet other members and guests. You may meet someone 
new .  Join in morning fellowship time.  Be welcoming! 

·  Step up to welcome Pastor Larry Conway as he joins with us in Worship 
and Ministry in 2007. 

 
Your “Step Up” Pledge Commitment will guide our Council as they work on 
the preparation of Trinity’s Ministry Plan and Budget for 2007.  If you have 
not yet pledged, please consider your commitment to the Ministries at Trinity. 
Your help makes a difference! Again, many thanks for those who have and 
will “Step Up.”  
 
(Your “Step Up” commitment now, is Stewardship for 2007. There is no plan 
for a 2007 additional Spring program, like “Moving Forward”  last Spring.) 
 

Stewardship is everything I  do after  I  say: “ I  believe” . 
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The details of holiday events can be found in the November 25th issue of the 
Visitor.  You may obtain a copy in the church narthex or find it online 
trinitylutheranmoline.org. 

6*   8:30 Up ‘N Adam, 
Eve 

1:30 Hanging of the 
Greens 

6:30 WOW 

7:30  LYO 

7 12:30 Ruth Unit 

6:30 Nominating Team 

7:00 Library Team 

8 9:00 Repairing the 
Crismons 

6:30 LSSI Christmas 
Party 

9 8:00 Men’s Advent 
Breakfast, Pastor 
John Leaf 

9:30 Hanging of the 
Greens 

10 8:30 Worship w/Holy 
Communion 

9:45 Learning 

10:45 Worship 

Last Day to order 
Poinsettias 

12:00 4H Present Wrapping  

2:30 Pastor Willers’  
Installation at Salem 

5:00 Congregational 
Potluck 

5:45 Caroling 

11   9:00 Staff 
Devotions and Meeting 

12 9:00 Trinity Senior 
Board 

12:00 Illowa Faith 
Formation Lunch 

6:30 Trinity Church 
Council 

13 7:30 LYO 
Christmas Party 

6:30 Praise Ensemble 

14 6:30 Endowment 
Team 

6:30 Assistant Minister, 
Communion Assistant 

Training 

7:00 Trinity Choir 

15   9:00 Sarah Unit 16 8:00 Men’s Advent 
Breakfast, Pastor 
Fred Schmidt 

8:30 Chronic Pain 

10:00 Sunday School 
Program Dress 
Rehearsal 

17   8:30 Worship w/Holy 
Communion 

9:45 Learning 

10:45 Worship w/Holy 
Communion 

4:00 Sunday School 
Christmas Program 

18  Blessed Beginnings 
Christmas Parties 

9:00 Staff Devotions 
and Meeting 

11:30 Lydia Unit 
Christmas Luncheon 

 

19 Blessed Beginnings 
Christmas Parties 

5:30 Trinity Supper 
Club Christmas Music 

20 5:45 Praise 
Ensemble 

6:30 WOW 

No LYO 

21 7:15 Anna Unit 

7:00 Trinity Choir 

22 23  8:00 Men’s Advent 
Breakfast, Pastor Stacie 
Fidlar 

24 10:00 Caroling 
Service 

3:00 & 5:00 Family 
Worship 

7:30 & 11:00 Traditional 
Worship 

25 Merry Christmas! 

Office Closed 

26 27 Collate Newsletter 

No LYO 

28 7:00 Trinity Choir 29 30  8:30 Chronic Pain 

31   8:30 Worship w/Holy 
Communion 

9:45 Learning 

10:45 Worship w/Holy 
Communion 

3:00 New Year’s Eve Party 

* These events occur every Wednesday unless otherwise noted.               
1:00 pm—Wednesdays @ One 

5:45 pm—Praise Ensemble 
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manger with wonder and 
awe. 

And to go about our lives 
glorifying God. 

 

A profound Advent and a 
blessed Christmas to you 
all..  See you in church. 
 

Rev. Fred Schmidt, 

Interim Pastor 

“Be not afraid…” Luke 
2:10 (RSV) 

Of all the lines in Luke’s 
familiar version of the 
Nativity story, these words, 
spoken by the angel to the 
shepherds, often miss our 
attention.  Yet they are of 
critical importance. 

Fear disables us.  It closes 
our minds and our hearts.  It 
slams the door on vision, on 
risk-taking, on growing as 
human beings. 

The shepherds overcame 
their initial fear and 
trembling and hurried to 
Bethlehem to find a new-
born baby lying in a 
manger.  They went away 
glorifying God.  We read no 
more about them.  Yet we 
may safely assume that their 
lives are forever changed. 

Our own time, our own 
moment, our own situation 
is fraught with fear.  We are 
anxious and we are tempted 
to go into some safe, torpid 
state of hibernation, wishing 
that the world and our 
responsibilities in it would 
just go away. 

We, too, are called to 
come to Bethlehem—not 
the literal Bethlehem in 
war-torn Palestine, but the 
new birth in Christ which 
God offers us each day.  
This is especially true now, 
amid the uncertainties, the 
losses, the 
changes.  We 
are called to set 
aside, if only 
for a little 
while, our own 
cares, and 
approach that 
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Have you heard about the new Evangelical Lutheran Worship Book being published this year?  If 
you are curious to see it and learn about what©s inside the hymnal, join us for an informational 
workshop.  The West Conference Workshop will be held on Sunday, January 14, 2007 from 
2:00-8:30 p.m. at First Lutheran Church in Moline.  The $20 fee includes your own copy of the 
new book along with dinner.  

Registration is due by Monday, January 8.  Contact Karen Anderson in the Church office or Jan 
Peterson (309-523-2008) with questions or interest. 
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Financial Repor t:  October giving was 5% below budget and Trinity has experienced 
extraordinary property costs this fall beyond what was budgeted. 
Search/Call Team Updates: Children and Family Minister Search Team—continues to meet 
and interview candidates.  Recent advertising and website postings have yielded additional 
candidates.  Minister of Music Search Team—has met twice and has received resumes. 
Stewardship Planning &  Update:  The team hopes to have a stewardship report ready by mid-
December to enable Council to continue working on the 2007 budget.  
Proper ty Team: An elevator malfunction last month required repairs and needs updating. 
Estimated cost is between $10,000—$14,000.  MOTION: To pursue funding through 
Endowment for KONE proposal.  Passed. 
Nominating Team:  Council terms expiring are Patty Tillman, Laura Ford, and Kurt Meyer and 
there are additional ministry team leadership openings.  A ministry forum will be held on 
November 27th to inform and meet with those interested in serving.  
Executive Team:  Staff Transition: Many members have expressed concerns verbally and in 
writing about the resignation of Steve Steely as interim Minister of Music.  A vigorous 
discussion about how to reach out to members who have expressed concerns was held.  Kurt will 
write a letter to update members on staff changes, plans for a good-bye celebration for Steve and 
other issues.  All Council members expressed a willingness to discuss concerns with individual 
members.  Inter im Music Plan:  Pastors and Worship leaders have met with a candidate who is 
available to provide leadership and direction for our traditional worship needs.  Larry Johnston 
has agreed to lead our contemporary worship efforts and will be seeking assistance from other 
interested members. 
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Witness and Outreach:  Seven people are scheduled to attend a new member class December 
2nd.  The Fall Festival was a big success and plans for next year have begun.  Additional ideas 
for neighborhood outreach are under consideration.  
Adult Spir itual Formation:  Planning for educational opportunities continue for 2007. 
Congregational L ife A good-bye celebration is being planned for Steve Steely on December 
3rd.  An all congregation holiday celebration and potluck is being planned for December 10th. 
Social Action:  Winnie’s place is nearing completion. Thrivent Habitat House is complete.  
Social Action will host a series of adult education classes yearly next year. 
Children and Youth Education: Trunk or Treat had a great turnout (50 children) and may 
continue as an annual event.  A movie/pajama party is planned for January.  The 7th grade retreat 
was a success!  LYO is seeking new leaders as Teresa Scott and Paula Tigerman are retiring 
from the team. 
Worship: The team is planning for interim music needs.  The offerings from the drama team 
have been well received and future dramas are being planned.  Thanks to Karen Decker and the 
members who have shared their talents.  Assisting minister training is offered on December 16th. 
Communication: will undertake an updated pictorial directory once Pastor Conway arrives.  
Carole Bloeser has resigned as team leader but will continue as webmaster.  Judy Johnson is the 
new team leader. 
Memor ial: Met and approved several requests. 
Recognition of Good Fruits/M inistry Blessings 
·  Best wishes, Godspeed and our deepest thanks to Steve Steely fro 21 years of music. 
·  Witness and Outreach for the Fall Festival and for the many congregational members who 

assisted with this event. 
·  LYO team for great fun at Trivia Night and their witness through the Homeless Night Out. 
·  The Youth Praise Ensemble for their musical offerings.  We look forward to the growth of 

this new ensemble. 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Welcome 
New 

Members: 
Ed & Kathy 

Sturr 
And Cynthia 

Bowen 
And  

April Bowen 
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“ It called us 
forward—and 
connected us 

with one 
another”  

·  Sarah Unit for providing a wonderful day of fellowship, shopping and hospitality at Ladies 
Day Out. 

·  Praise God for our Sunday School teachers, planning team, Anne Williams and the many 
children who attend. 

·  Everyone involved with Trunk or Treat. 
·  To the congregation for their enthusiasm and warm welcome of Pastor Conway and his wife. 
·  Tom Scott for his tireless dedication for our grounds work and hours volunteered in caring 

for our property. 
·  Eric Sandberg and Lynette Meredith for their hard work in finances this year. 
·  Many volunteers who faithfully stuff our additional mailings, bulletins and various 

communication materials. 
·  Tim Burbridge who joyfully maintains our buildings and grounds and has put in extra effort 

in a fall of property trials. 
·  Craig Tigerman and Carole Bloeser for wonderful website—the constant updating and new 

pictures and much appreciated! 

(Continued from page 4) 
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 I love to bake.  Around 
this time of year my 
daughters and I usually are 
compiling a list of cookies 
that we want to bake and 
give as Christmas gifts.  
One favorite cookie for 
generations in my husband’s 
family is a Springerle – a 
white, anise flavored cookie 
which is sometimes served 
“soft”  but more often kept 
in tins for weeks and served 
“hard”  with coffee or tea. 
 Over the course of a 
few years I learned to bake 
them with my mother-in-
law.  There was quite a trick 
to produce these little 
delights with a “design”  on 
them that isn’ t lost in the 
baking process.  The year 
that I was given an antique 
carved rolling pin I decided 
to strike out on my own.  
Over the course of the next 
20 years I became the 
primary Springerle baker for 
the family. 
 Imagine my surprise to 
learn of a tea room called 
“The Springerle House”  
when visiting my friend, 
Pastor Trina, in Lancaster 

County Pennsylvania about 
18 months ago .  I saved 
their business card and 
when I returned to visit my 
friend in November we 
spent the afternoon at the 
tea room. 
 Over the course of a 
few hours we got to know 
Heather, the owner/baker.  
In her tea room on Main 
Street, in the little town of 
Strasburg, Pennsylvania, we 
feasted on gourmet 
sandwiches and soup, on 
cookies and tea, and 
conversation about the art of 
cookie baking.  Heather 
shared her tips for keeping 
the design in the cookies 
and how to best use the 
molds and rolling pins. 
 Pastor Trina ended up 
buying 3 molds and later 
that day also a new mixer 
and a kitchen scale.  That 
next evening we filled her 
house with the wonderful 
aroma of anise as we 
churned out a first batch of 
Springerle cookies at her 
home. 
 I bought one mold, too.  
All of the molds are cast 

from original wood-carved 
molds.  Mine is an 
Epiphany scene – of the 
manger scene with Mary, 
Joseph and the infant Jesus 
– and of the bright star in 
the sky, and the three wise 
men who followed the star 
to bringing gifts to Jesus.  
I’ve used the mold already 
and am excited to use it at 
my house now. 
 It seems to me to be the 
right mix of combining the 
best of family history, of the 
Biblical story, of classic art, 
and story telling.  The 
whole experience was so 
valuable.  It called us 
forward – passing on a craft, 
a story and a skill – and 
connected us with one 
another.  Every time I share 
one of those cookies I get to 
tell more than my family 
story, I get to tell Jesus’  
story.  Humm….I guess 
that’s my family story too!  
That’s a gift we can all 
share. 
 

Looking for the Star on the 
journey, 
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 Spirituality is not the first 
word that pops to mind 
when Lutherans are being 
discussed. Sure, Lutherans 
are big into music, and the 
Bible, and we do social 
ministry and global ministry 
pretty well, but we don’ t 
seem to be that spiritual as 
such. Professor Bradley 
Hanson at Luther College 
begs to differ with the 
stereotypical view of 
Lutherans in his book, A 
Graceful Life: Lutheran 
Spirituality for Today 

(Augsburg Fortress, 2000). 
The premise of his book is 
that Lutherans are spiritual 
precisely when they are 
singing and reading the 
Bible and engaging in social 
and global ministry! 
 This book and the notion 
it presents intrigued some of 
us so much that we decided 
to read it! Digging Deeper 
will be getting together to 
discuss the book on 
Thursday, January 18th at 
7:00 pm in the lounge! 
Hope to see you there! 

 The Good Book Club will 
meet January 22nd in the 
lounge at 7 p.m to discuss 
Sarah by Marek Halter. 
 The TLC Book Club will 
meet Thursday, November 
16th at 12:30 p.m. in the 
lounge to discuss Angry 
Housewives Eating Bon 
Bons by Lorna Landvik.   
 Join any of the discussion 
groups.  We enjoy 
welcoming new members!    
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Thanks to all of you that supported Ladies Day Out on October 28. Our fun day raised over 
$800 for the WELCA Educational Scholarship Fund. 

Thanks, Jan 
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Thank you thank you blood donors - you came through again.  We made our 30 units right on 
the button. 

Thanks to Craig Tigerman and Carole Bloeser.  The website looks great and we love the 
photos!  (trinitylutheranmoline.org) 
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“ Jesus Lives in my Heart!”  - Epiphany Programs 

Wednesday, January 3rd, 4’s Classes and Thursday, January 4th, 3’s Classes 
Keep the holiday spirit alive by coming to see the 3’s and 4’s classes celebrate the great gift of 
Jesus with songs, stories and action rhymes! Fun for the whole family! Nursery care available for 
little ones under 3 years.  Both programs begin at 6:30 p.m. in the Trinity Lutheran sanctuary. 
Join us in Founder’s Hall after the program to enjoy some holiday goodies. Please call Tina Hayz 
at 764-7220 with questions. 
 

Blessed Beginnings Preschool will be on Chr istmas break from December  20, 2006 -January 
3, 2007. May you and your  families have a blessed holiday season! 
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Fr iendship Fr iday 
Dates  

 
December 15 
January 12 
February 9 
March 9 
April 13 
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You’re invited to join Pastor 
Laura and Trinity members 
for a showing of  

 
The Nativity at Great 
Escape Theater in Moline on 
Thursday, December  14th 
at 12:15 (movie starts at 
12:30)!  

 

 

After the movie, meet at 
Panera for a mocha or 
cof fee or bagel  and 
conversation! Pastor Laura 
will be continuing the 
conversation about the 
mov i e on Sunday , 
December 17th at 9:45 in 
the chapel for those with 
more questions or for those 
who saw the movie at 
another time! 

Pizza with the Preschool is 
a Hit!!  

What a success!! Over 100 
people came to celebrate 
with pizza and fun on 
November 15th. Families 
and friends of Blessed 
Beginnings Preschool came 
to enjoy food and 
fellowship and to raise 
money for the T.O.P. 
Scholarship Fund. Over 
$500 dollars were raised at 
the “Pizza with the 
Preschool”  event, which 
will be matched by 
Thrivent, to be used to help 
give the gift of preschool to 
families in need. In 
addition, a generous gift 
was given by Mary & Stuart 
Thoms to assist in tuition 
assistance. Thank you to all 
for your generous support of 

Grateful Giving 

During November, the 
Blessed Beginnings 
Preschool children brought 
a boxed or canned food for 
“Show & Share.”  The 
children told what they 
liked about the food and 
then we boxed them up to 
be donated to the food 
pantry.  A total of 89 
pounds of food was 
collected. Guess what the 
favorite was…..mac ‘n 
cheese with a whopping 18 
boxes!!! Among the other 
favorites were 19 cans of 
soup and 14 cans of various 
veggies. We talked about 
being thankful for our food 
and being able to help 
others. Thank you, God, for 
letting us share our 
blessings with others 

the preschool! The 4’s 
then “ lifted their 
spirits”  to sing at the 
W.O.W. service. They 
did a great job!! 
 

I t’ s Fr iendship 
Fr iday Time 
We would love even more 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Seniors to help out with the 
children and the participants 
from Intouch Day Center for 
Older Adults.  Just come to 
the Multi-Purpose Room for a 
session (even if you can make 
it only for a few Fridays!) 
 

Morning: 10:00—11:15 a.m.   
Afternoon: 1:00—2:30 p.m. 
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treating in the parking 
lot, children memorized 
Bible passages in fun 
and silly ways, women 
“spa-ed”  for Christ, and 
people all over Trinity 
read amazing books! 
 So, in the spirit of 
Thanksgiving, when 
you see any of these 
people thank them, as I 
am thanking them here, 
for their amazing 
ministry and witness to 
God’s presence among 
us here at Trinity! 
 

Hands-on-Bible 
Teachers: 

Carol Burns, Lindsey 
Magee, Amy Roehrs, 
Kelly Anthony, Kathy 
Meyer, Jan Peterson, 
Sue Basala, Cindy 
Fowler, Margo 
Bensenberg, Lisa Tews, 
Heidi Schultz, Haleigh 
Turner, Lisa Gorgal, 
Kelly Giovanine, Jenny 
Anthony, Sara 
Maccabee, Janice 
Priggie, Theresa Scott, 
Becki Grimes, Laura 
Lambert, Lori Doroba, 
Gretta Wells, Craig 
Tigerman, and Chris 
Ford 
 
Children’s Education 

Ministry Team: 
Deb Slothower, Ruth 
Stewart, Sally 
Rylander, Kathy Meyer 

and Becki Grimes 
 

Faith Builders 
Confirmation Small 

Group Leaders: 
Terri Schickel, Tom 
Ribbeck, Joe Kettering, 
Todd Slothower and 
Brent Johnson 
Youth Education Team: 
Lori Doroba, Janice 
Priggie, Kathy Johnson, 
Becki Grimes, Lori 
Lambert 
 

Adult Learning 
Teachers: 

Larry Johnston, Pastor 
Fred Schmidt, Prof. Jim 
Winship (Augustana 
College), Bob Blew, 
Heather Martin, Craig 
Tigerman, Jane Bahls 
and Julie Blew 
 

Women’s Retreat 
Leaders: 

Janice Priggie, Kathy 
Johnson, Kay Allen, 
Mary Carson, Jane 
Bahls, Pastor Laura 
Koppenhoefer and 
Becki Grimes 
 

Adult Spir itual 
Formation Team 

Jane Bahls, Sheryl 
Eckermann, Dick 
Eckermann, Craig 
Tigerman and Judy 
Rullman 
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 As the Thanksgiving 
holiday moves into to 
Advent and our 
preparations for 
Christmas, I want to 
take this opportunity to 
thank the many people 
who have made this fall 
in learning a huge 
success! Thanks to the 
hard work of our  
·  Hands-On-Bible 

Sunday School 
Teachers 

·  Children’s 
Education Ministry 
Team  

·  Faith Builders 
Confirmation Small 
Group Leaders  

·  Youth Education 
Team 

·  Adult Learning 
Leaders 

·  Retreat Leaders 
·  Adult Spiritual 

Formation Team  
we have seen more 
children and more 
adults in learning on 
Sunday morning! Our 
confirmation ministry 
has thrived and grown 
thanks to the dedication 
of the pastors and the 
small group leaders! 
 The most exciting 
part of this past fall has 
been all the NEW 
things that we have 
tried! We’ve painted 
labyrinths, had trick or 
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The Beauty and History of 
Stained Glass Windows 

Join award-winning 
photographer and Trinity 
member, George Schlenker 
for a virtual visit to some of 
the most beautiful stained 
glass windows in the Quad-
Cities region. Meet in the 
Blessed Beginnings 
Classroom. 

Chr istmas Classics 
December 10th, Anne 
Williams, Education 
Minister, will be leading a 
light-hearted look at some 
of the best loved Christmas 
movies and what they can 
teach us peace on earth and 
goodwill  to all!  Meet in the 
chapel. 

The Gospel of Thomas 
Discovered in the Egyptian 
sands of Nag Hammadi in 
1945, the Gospel of Thomas 
contains 114 "sayings" of 
Jesus.  Some of it is familiar 
but much is strange and even 
bizarre.  Come and find out 
why.  Meet with leader, Craig 
Tigerman, in the Lounge. 
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Inside Islam:  
Sit back and learn more 
about the Koran and Islam 
in this video class. Meet in 
the chapel. 

 

 

 

 

Evolution and Creation – 
par t I I :  

Janet Moline, former 
biology teacher at Moline 
HS, returns to continue her 
thought provoking 
conversation on evolution 
and creation and a 
Christian’s response to both 
or either. Meet in the 
multipurpose room. 

Me? A Lutheran? What’s a 
Lutheran? 

 A Mighty Fortress is our 
God… infant baptism… 
justification by grace… 
Discover what it is that makes 
a Lutheran a Lutheran! Join 
Education Minister Anne 
Williams in the Lounge. 

� � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � � �  � � � � � � �

Movie and a Mocha! 
December 17th, Pastor 
L aura cont i nues the 
conversation about The 
Nativity (viewed by some 
Tr i ni ty members on 
December 14th) for those 
with more questions or for 
those who saw the movie at 
another time! 
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Up ‘N Adam, Eve 
 

W ed n esd ay ,  
D ec em b er  6 t h  a t  

8 : 3 0  am  
 

A Christmas Program 
presented by The Up ‘N 

Adam, Eve Planning Group 
Christmas music led by Larry 

Johnston 
 

Tickets $3.00 available 
November 31st and 

December 3rd in Founders 
Hall 

or call either Julie at 762-
3624 or Al at 762-1734. 
There will be NO Up ‘N 
Adam, Eve meeting in 

January. 

“ Step Up”  and come to 
the Tr inity Churchmen’s 

Advent Breakfasts. 

 
Join us for fresh coffee in 
Founder’s Hall at 7:30 am.  
Trinity Churchmen serve a 
hot & hearty breakfast at 

8:00.  At 8:30 our 
fellowship continues in the 

Chapel with worship. 

 
No reservations are needed 
and a donation of $3.00 is 

requested. 

 
Looking for a GREAT 

opportunity? 
 

Adult Leader needed to 
help with LYO on 

Wednesday nights and with 
various 

activities/fundraisers. 
Interested adults please 
contact Robyn Graham 

309/738/3676 

Trinity Supper Club 
 

Join us for an evening of 
wonderful Christmas Music 
Tuesday December 19th at 

5:30 in Founder’s Hall.   

Christmas dinner.   
Tickets cost $7.00 and are 
available during fellowship 

times in Founder’s Hall 
Sunday, December 10th & 
17th. Please contact Lucille 
Almquist (794-1580) with 

any questions.  �
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. 
 � � �� Congregational Life 
Potluck 

 
December 10th from 5:00—

8:00 pm 

Jack & Jan Meyers 

3005—47th St. Moline 
Bring a dish to share, meat 

and beverages will be 
provided. 

Enjoy Holiday food, 
fellowship.�

Christmas Pageant 
 

Sunday, December 17th at 
4:00 pm, fellowship in 

Founders Hall following the 
program.  Contact Anne 

Williams 762-3624 or Trish 
Fox 441-6915 for more 

information. 

Save the Date! 
 

May 17, 2007 

 
Member Care is sponsoring 

“Swinging on a Star”  
At the Playcrafters Barn 

Theater 

 

Details coming soon! 
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