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halting 
human 
efforts, 
pointing 
the way 
to God 
though 
the cross 
of 
Calvary. 
 January is a gift from 
God; a gift of a new 
beginning, a clean page, a 
fresh start.  May the child 
Jesus lead us toward that 
day when all things are 
created new.  Remember, in 
January and always, it is 
Jesus who is the alpha and 
the omega, the beginning 
and the end. 
 

A most blessed New Year to 
all.  See you in church. 
 

Rev. Fred Schmidt, 

Interim Pastor 

 The month of January 
takes its name from the 
pagan god Janus, the keeper 
of doors, who was 
constantly depicted as 
having two faces: one 
looking backward and one 
looking forward.  It seems 
fitting that the first month of 
the year connotes both 
backward and forward 
vision. 
 Looking back, we can 
count blessings, assess our 
conduct, analyze how to 
avoid past mistakes.  But we 
cannot undo the past.  It is 
there, on the record.  We 
can learn from it or we can 
let it wear us down. 
 Looking forward, we can 
experience both hope and 
anxiety.  Anxiety over how 
the troubles of this world 
will impact us in the coming 
year and beyond and hope 
regarding the promise of 
God for an open future in 
Jesus Christ. 

 The noted preacher and 
writer, Barbara Brown 
Taylor, notes that human 
life goes in cycles of three 
stages: finding life, losing 
life, finding life again.  She 
calls these stages “seasons 
of faith.”   These stages 
happen over and over again, 
not just once and for all.  
Jesus provides the true 
model of human life as God 
intends it. See you in 
church. 
 Let me repeat that:  
JESUS PROVIDES THE 
TRUE MODEL OF 
HUMAN LIFE AS GOD 
INTENDS IT.  This 
includes prayer, worship, 
and action. 
 We struggle with how to 
live out our baptismal vows, 
our confirmation promises, 
our need to live as disciples 
of Jesus.  We do this 
together.  And mysteriously, 
miraculously, Jesus joins us 
in our seemingly frail and 

Have you heard about the new Evangelical Lutheran Worship Book being published this year?  If 
you are curious to see it and learn about what's inside the hymnal, join us for an informational 
workshop.  The West Conference Workshop will be held on Sunday, January 14, 2007 from 
2:00-8:30 p.m. at First Lutheran Church in Moline.  The $20 fee includes your own copy of the 
new book along with dinner.  

Registration is due by Monday, January 8.  Contact Karen Anderson in the Church office or Jan 
Peterson (309-523-2008) with questions or interest. 
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 Greetings during this Advent Season! I am writing to update you on our news and to bring you greetings from 
Tanzania. The landscape is lush and green and the crops are thriving. The country is getting unusual large amounts 
of rain for this time of year. It is good because the water tables and aquifers needed recharging. 
 Life is good for us once again. Of course we continue to miss Meredith but we are learning to adjust to the loss 
and empty spaces she left behind. I am getting used to being single again and am learning to cope with the many 
tasks Meredith took care of so well. I thank God that both of my boys, Chris and Jesse continue to do well. Chris is 
working as a manger of a store in a shopping mall in Minnesota. He misses living in Tanzania but he is happy and 
learning how to cope in the USA. Jesse is in grade 11 in a boarding school in Moshi, an hour drive from me. He 
comes home on weekends. He is doing well in school, something he hasn’ t done for many years. He seems much 
more focused, motivated, and directed. This improving situation with the boys brings much relief to me. 
 Work continues well. I am seeing very positive results as I visit fish farming projects throughout the country. 
There are now about 4000 ponds in the Heifer projects. It is a real success! Heifer has four committed and talented 
staff coordinating the fish farming work. My role as a support person is diminishing as their roles are increasing. 
 On a recent trip to Southern Tanzania I visited a fish farming project of Heifer International in the village of 
Igurusi. I was happy to see the enthusiasm and interest that the new fish farmers have for their project. The work 
started in 2003 by training one farmer from the village in a two week training course on the basics of fish farming. 
He went back to Igurisi as a volunteer motivator to promote fish farming and provide the training and extension 
services in his area. Three years later there are 142 fish farmers with 207 fish ponds and 11 motivators helping to 
supervise this work. Farmers are harvesting fish for home consumption and sale in this area where previously fish 
were difficult to obtain. 
 What was even more striking to me during that trip than the incredible speed of project expansion was the way 
in which this community is working together to help one another. There was a blind man and a handicapped 
woman, with a crippled leg that forced her to walk with a large stick as a crutch, who are part of the project. They 
both have their own fish ponds. The project farmers helped them build their ponds and they take care of the ponds 
on their own except for occasionally times when they need an extra hand. 
 That day the blind man was an inspiration to me in the way he is overcoming difficulties by making the most of 
opportunities that he has. Not only does he manage his own pond but is a part of the farmer’s choir and dance 
group. They sang and danced for us that day. The blind man was right in there with them---singing and dancing, 
being lead by the hand by a fellow member. The group also performed a skit on the benefits of fish farming which 
they use as a teaching and promotional tool to get others interested in fish farming. The blind man played the lead 
role and was the star of the performance. 
 Just as Jesus healed the cripple and blind, this community is making life better for this one blind man and 
cripple woman. Jesus must be pleased with the love and concern being demonstrated in this community. As a result 
of this visit my prayer for this Christmas Season is that we can share more love and care for others by loving our 
neighbors as ourselves. 
 Heifer has been asking me to start fish farming projects in other African countries where they have existing 
programs. We have started the ground work for this and it looks like the 
work will begin soon. I am planning trips to Malawi, Cameroon, and 
Mozambique during the first quarter of 2007. 
 I want to inform you that the book “Daring to Hope” , which Erwin 
Kinsey (former Director of the Heifer Program in Tanzania) and I 
wrote, is at the printers. The book describes the work of Heifer in 
Tanzania during the first 30 years, includes stories of farmers assisted, 
many beautiful photos, and watercolor sketches. The book is dedicated 
to Meredith because she spent much of her time at the end of her life 
editing and designing the book. More  information is available on 
Trinity’s website, trinitylutheranmoline.org or contact the church office 
at 309-764-3624. 
 May the love of God fill you with a spirit to love others this 
Christmas and into the New Year. 
 

Peace and love Dennis Murnyak Missionary in Tanzania 
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“ So many 
wonderful 
times are 
ahead in 
ministry.”  

�

 My daughters have 
always loved to have me 
tell stories about times 
when they were little.  
Most of the requests 
usually come about the 
time that it would be good 
for people to be asleep 
already, but that’s not too 
surprising. 
 One night back in 
Advent I told one of my 
favorite stories – from 
when I was pregnant with 
my first daughter.  My 
husband and I were living 
in Portland Oregon where I 
was studying for my 
master’s degree in 
Childbearing Family 
Nursing.  I was getting my 
prenatal care at the 
University Hospital 
Clinics by one of the 
leading obstetricians.  
(Rod was quite excited 
about this 
because my 
doctor was 
the college 
room mate 
of Rod’s 
favorite 
player for 
the New York Jets.) 
 At one appointment the 
doctor told me that my lab 
work, an alpha-feta-protein 
(AFP) level, was a bit off 
and wondered if I would 
like to have further testing 
to see if there was a 
problem with the 
pregnancy.  Rod and I both 
agreed that we would love 
this child with our whole 
hearts, regardless of any 
problems; however we 
wanted further testing – 
just in case our baby 
needed special attention at 

birth. 
 A week or so later I 
prepared for an 
amniocentesis – where 
some amniotic fluid is 
aspirated from the womb 
through a long needle and 
then genetic testing is 
performed. 
 The day of the test was 
pretty stressful.  Our car 
was rear ended in the 
parking lot as we arrived 
(with us sitting in it!).  We 
found out that our very 
limited student health 
insurance wouldn’ t pay for 
the testing.  And, I needed 
to go to the bathroom – 
and they wouldn’ t let me! 
(A full bladder helps the 
doctor locate the right spot 
to aspirate the fluid). 
 As I lay on the table, 
ready for the test (gripping 
Rod’s hand tightly), the 

doctor did an 
ultrasound of 
our baby.  As 
obstetrics nurse 
myself, I had 
watched these 
for 8 years or 
so.  As the 

doctor went from part to 
part, I got a first wonderful 
glimpse of our child.  
Heart fine.  Head fine. 
Spine fine.  Arms and legs.  
All in order.  I had the 
most overwhelming sense 
of peace and thanksgiving. 
 A week later I got a call 
from the clinic.  In fact, I 
still have the index card 
that I took the note on (like 
I wouldn’ t remember!).  
“AFP  OK.  Girl.”   I don’ t 
think I had ever before felt 
that thankful.  All OK…a 
girl. 

 There have been so, so 
many occasions for 
thanksgiving in my life.  In 
fact, I would characterize 
my attitude toward God as 
one of “ thanksgiving.”   
Thankful for my family 
and friends, my call to 
ministry, the ample gifts of 
creation, for frogs and 
gardens, for song and well, 
you get the idea.  In fact, 
that thanksgiving is the 
primary attitude that 
compels my stewardship.  
I don’ t give because I’m 
happy with one thing or 
another. Happiness comes 
and goes.  (For example, 
I’m not happy that my 
husband died, or that my 
house needed a new roof, 
or that people that I care 
deeply about are 
bickering.)  I also don’ t 
give because I have 
leftovers.  (When you 
really love someone, they 
get the best stuff first.  
Some folks call this “ first 
fruits”  giving.)  I give 
because I’m thankful. 
 As this New Year 
begins, I’m still thankful.  
I’m also encouraging you 
to express your 
thanksgiving—through 
giving!  So many 
wonderful times are ahead 
in ministry.  So many 
births to anticipate.  So 
many stories to tell of 
Jesus’  love – and our own.  
All of our giving makes a 
difference. 
 
Giving thanks on the 
journey, 
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If someone just handed you 
a copy of the story of 
Esther, and you weren’ t 
knowledgeable about the 
Old Testament, you might  
think it was just that - a 
great story – not a book of 
the Bible.  Jealousy, 
revenge, murder, rags-to-
riches – it has it all, but no 
mention of God.  However,  
in Charles Swindoll’s book, 
Esther  (222.9 Swi), the 
author gives strong support 
to the belief that God is 
definitely at work in the 
incredible sequence of 
events.  Esther is truly a 
woman of strength and 

dignity as the subtitle 
indicates.  The Jewish 
Festival of Purim, which 
will be March 3-4 in 2007, 
still celebrates their 
deliverance due to Esther’s 
bravery. While the book 
might appeal to women 
more than men, there is a 
lesson for all of us that God 
is in control and that he 
does have the power to 
bring about change.  Read 
the Biblical account, then 
read Swindoll’s book and 
finally see the movie 
“Hadassah  – One Night 
with the King.”  
 

 The Good Book Club will 

meet January 22nd in the 
lounge at 7 p.m to discuss 
Sarah by Marek Halter. 
 Digging Deeper will meet 
Thursday, January 18th at 
7:00 pm to discuss A 
Graceful Life: Lutheran 
Spirituality for Today by 
Professor Bradley Hanson. 
 The TLC Book Club will 
meet Thursday, January 
18th at 12:30 p.m. in the 
lounge to discuss Snow 
Flower and the Secret Fan 
by Lisa See. 
 Join any of the discussion 
groups.  We enjoy 
welcoming new members!    
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I would like to thank each and every one of you that came to help celebrate my 90th birthday 
on November 26th.  Thank You, Lucille Almquist 
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A special invitation is 
extended to everyone 
interested in hearing local 
Bettendorf author, Gunda 
Davis, talk about her book, 
Pumpkin Soup and 

Shrapnel: Growing Up 
Under the Third Reich at the 
February 15th meeting.  She 
is a charming lady and 
you’ ll enjoy learning more 
about her and her memoir.  

We look forward to seeing 
you! 
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“ Jesus Lives in my Heart!”  - Epiphany Programs 

Wednesday, January 3rd, 4’s Classes and Thursday, January 4th, 3’s Classes 
Keep the holiday spirit alive by coming to see the 3’s and 4’s classes celebrate the great gift of 
Jesus with songs, stories and action rhymes! Fun for the whole family! Nursery care available for 
little ones under 3 years.  Both programs begin at 6:30 p.m. in the Trinity Lutheran sanctuary. 
Join us in Founder’s Hall after the program to enjoy some holiday goodies. Please call Tina Hayz 
at 764-7220 with questions. 
 

Blessed Beginnings Preschool will be on Chr istmas break from December  20, 2006 -January 
3, 2007. May you and your  families have a blessed holiday season! 
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Dates  

 
January 12 
February 9 
March 9 
April 13 
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Beginnings Preschool 
in the past):  Thursday, 
February 8 through 
Friday, February 16, 
2007 

 

Open enrollment to the 
public: Tuesday, February 
16 through August 31, 2007 
 

Hours to enroll are 8:15 – 
11:00 a.m. and 12:15 – 3:00 
p.m. 
 

Please stop in the preschool 
to drop off your application 
and pay your non-
refundable $35..00 
enrollment fee according to 
the dates above. Please 
make the check payable to 
Blessed Beginnings 
Preschool. Class spaces will 
be filled on a “ first come, 
first served”  basis and we 
will notify you regarding 

The wintry wind is still 
blowing, but Blessed 
Beginnings Preschool is 
looking ahead to the crisp 
days of Fall. We will soon 
be accepting enrollments for 
the 2007-2008 school year 
for our 3 and 4 year olds’  
programs. Please note your 
family’s special dates to 
attend: 
 

Mark your calendars… 
·  Current students and 

Trinity Lutheran 
Church children: 
Thursday, February 1 
through Friday, 
February 16, 2007 

(a mailing will be going out 
to eligible TLC families at 
the end of January)  
 

·  Alumni families (any 
family that has had a 
child at Blessed 

placement by March 1. If you 
have any questions, please 
contact Mrs. Hayz at (309) 
764-7220. Peace and 
blessings to you all and thank 
you for your interest and 
support of Blessed 
Beginnings Preschool. 
 

I t’ s Fr iendship Fr iday Time 
We would love even more 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Seniors to help out with the 
children and the participants 
from Intouch Day Center for 
Older Adults.  Just come to 
the Multi-Purpose Room for a 
session (even if you can make 
it only for a few Fridays!) 
 

Morning: 10:00—11:15 a.m.   
Afternoon: 1:00—2:30 p.m. 
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awake!). Then come the 
recriminations, the vows to 
slow down and (gasp!) the 
RESOLUTIONS… Since I 
knew this article was 
coming, I’ ve thought about 
mine (yes, even before 
Christmas), and am going to 
share a couple with you, 
here goes: 

1. Share my daily to-do 
list with God. Instead of 
getting stressed out and 
uptight about all the stuff I 
have to do, I’m going to ask 
God to be present in my day 
and in all the bits and pieces 
I have to do! 

2. I am going to write a 
Lenten devotion for our 
devotion book – you should 

too! 

3. Recommit to growing 
my faith. I run around 
asking you to grow and 
stretch your faith all the 
time. The Adult Spiritual 
Formation Team is planning 
something new for Lent that 
I hope and pray will benefit 
many of us at Trinity; I 
know it will stretch me! 
4. I am going to read 
Scripture daily. 

So, there you have it, some 
of Anne’s 2007 resolutions! 
As we begin a new year at 
Trinity I pray that we will 
continue to grow in faith and 
knowledge at all age levels! 
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It seems very odd to be 
writing my article for the 
first Trinity Visitor of 2007 
before Christmas. You all 
know how it goes, we need 
to prepare certain things 
well in advance, and even 
when we are prepared we 
somehow end up neck deep 
in things that need to be 
done at the last minute. We 
rush, we get ahead of the 
curve and than the curve 
seems to double back on us 
and we have to start all over 
again with the rush! This 
seems doubly the case 
during the holidays, doesn’ t 
it? We rush through Advent 
and Christmas and all of a 
sudden it’s 11:59 on 
December 31st (if we’re still 
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Inside Islam:  
Sit back and learn more 
about the Koran and Islam 
in this video class. Meet in 
the chapel. 

 

 

 

 

Evolution and Creation – 
par t I I :  

Janet Moline, former 
biology teacher at Moline 
HS, returns to continue her 
thought provoking 
conversation on evolution 
and creation and a 
Christian’s response to both 
or either. Meet in the 
multipurpose room. 

Me? A Lutheran? What’s a 
Lutheran? 

 A Mighty Fortress is our 
God… infant baptism… 
justification by grace… 
Discover what it is that makes 
a Lutheran a Lutheran! Join 
Education Minister Anne 
Williams in the Lounge. 
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To the endowment committee for the exceedingly generous giving towards the summer trip 
2007. 

To the Trinity Supper Club for their monetary donation to LYO. 

To everyone who helped support LYO at the Congregational Potluck 

To Thrivent for matching funds raised at the Pastabilities Dinner. 

Come be a par t of LYO and join in the 
fun, fellowship, and faith building. 

Everyone is welcome! 

¨  Additional adult leader  needed to help with LYO on Wednesday nights and LYO 
events/tr ips.  Interested adults should see Robyn as soon as possible.  A male leader  
would be a great asset.   

¨  Come be a par t of the Youth M inistry Team, additional team members are needed. 
Please contact team members or  Robyn about this great ministry. 

¨  Hosts for  LYO’s Regressive Dinner  on Wednesday January 24th are needed. Please 
contact Robyn. 
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Up ‘N Adam, Eve 
 

Wednesday, February 7th at 8:30 
am 

‘One Step at a Time’  Tr inity’s 
Labyr inth M inistry  

presented by Bob Blew 
Tickets $3.00 available January 
21st and 28th in Founders Hall or 
call either Julie at 762-3624 or 

Al at 762-1734 
There will be NO Up ‘N Adam, 

Eve meeting in January. 

	 � 	 � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

Save the Date! 
 

May 17, 2007 

 
Member Care is sponsoring 

“Swinging on a Star”  
At the Playcrafters Barn 

Theater 

 

Details coming soon! 
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1—Sophie Doroba, Lois 
Gerse, Travis Hankins, Robert 
Johnson 
2—April Bowen, David 
Esterdahl, Kristine Ruggles 

3—Bruce Carter, Jean Ray 
4—Carolyn Doroba, Jean 
Lee, Debra Rollick, Craig 
Tillman 
5—Aileen Day, Dylan 
Duvall, Leslie Ingelson 
6—Paul Eckermann, Jessica 
Graham, Roberta Prybil, Ernst 
Rehder, Diane Sandberg, Inez 
Stablein, Anna Trevor, 
Terrance Walters 
7—Shelly Decker, Betty 
Hufford, Karen Zurn 
8—Francis Creger, Lloyd 
Cutrer, Beth Darnell, Calvin 
Lancour, Lori Love, Daniel 
Olson, ElizabethPeterson, 
Eric Prybil 
9—Laura Carter, Ronald 
Strother, Peter Suman, Lukas 
Thoms, Sarah VanDamme 
10—Clayton Bergren, 
William Gustafson, Todd 
Hansen, Makayla Mendoza, 
Kelly Quinn, Manda Schultz 
Sr. 

11—Michael Bailey, Steven 
Ellefritz, Abby Tillman 
12—Cynthia Esterdahl, 
Richard Liljeberg, Trista 
Menzer, Thomas VonGillern 
13—Andrea Darnell, Charles 
Hall, Delaney Klundt, Jerry 
Rusk, Patricia Tillman 
14—Sarah Althous, Kevin 
Meredith, Chad Minch 
15—Kelsey Cavins, Jeanette 
Fensterbusch, Feremiah Love 
16—Ronald Knuth, Valerie 
Lopez, Nicole Pulfor, Howard 
Swayne 
17—Bertie Anderson, Cary 
David, Shannon Fox, Robert 
Hibbert, Larry Johnston, 
Anthony Kruse 
18—Jacquelyn Fitzpatrick, 
Megan Meyer, Justin 
Womack 
19—Elsa Johnson, Jennifer 
Larsen, Richard Moore, Brian 
Roderick, Allison Wells, 
Ellen Wells 
20—Janice Moriarity, John 
Sandberg 
21—Eric Contreras, Teresa 
Kruse, Lance McCafferty 

22—Jack Devilder, Diana 
Johnson, Stephanie Kruse, 
Joseph Robb 

23—Stacy Christensen 
24—Madison Schickel, 
Marcia Wetzel 
25—Angela Bahls, Payton 
Bowling, Angela Moore, Ruth 
Rosenberg, John Scott, Scott 
Stephenson, Randall Welser 
26—Mariellen Ehredt, 
Benjamin Pulley, Bethany 
Roth, Andrew Schrup, Ronald 
Weis 
27—Jeffrey Brandt II, 
Matthew Vana 
28—Eric Maffie, Kimberly 
Nelson, Mel Piff 
29—Julie Baner, Randy 
Bender, Gary Bowling II, 
Ashlee Drury, Beverly 
Gregory, Hillary James, 
Kathy Johnson 

30—Eva Hunt 
31—Bruce Adams, Adrianne 
Kruse, Mark Petersen, Tyler 
Peterson, JoAnn Rowland, 
Duane Swenson, Robert 
Wasinger 
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 Trinity Visitor (USPS 641-740) is published monthly 
with additional issues at Easter and Christmas by 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 1330-13th Street, Moline, 
Illinois 61265-3099.       

 Periodicals postage paid at  Moline, Illinois.  
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to 
Trinity Visitor C/O Trinity Lutheran Church, 
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All teams are requested to submit a written report of their activities for the past 
year.  These will be printed in the annual report to the congregation and are due 

in the church office no later than 1/5/06.  
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LYO will be serving a light snack after  

the 10:45 service and before the meeting. 


