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Greetingsto al of youin
the name of our Lord!

“ People look East. The
timeis near of the crowning
of the year. Make your
house fair asyou are able,
trim the hearth and set the
table. People look East, and
sing today — Love,
the Guest, ison the
way” . (Verse one
of “People Look
East” —ELW #
248.

It isthat time of
year again, and like
many other people, ™
| aminthe process |
of preparing for the
coming holiday. -~
House decorations are an
old tradition in our
household, and the thinking
and getting of gifts started
months ago, since my
spouse Lindais a dedicated
bargain shopper. The
weather is getting colder,

we might see some snow,
and the many activities of
this time of year beckon.

But thereis also a danger
in this coming season of
“Peace on Earth and Good
Will”. That danger isin
losing a small precious
jewel of a season
called Advent.
For Adventisa
season that can be
lost under apile
of preparations
for the Christmas

. season that
f follows. In many
f householdsitis

; lost altogether,
% . with Christmas

*‘lﬁhs\ .. beginning after

Thanksgiving and ending on
the 25™ of December.

And to methat is a sad
thing, for Advent has a
beauty and a delight of its
own. Advent’s call of
waiting and watching can

slow us down a bit at the end
of the year and help us
appreciate what isreally
important in life. Advent
reminds us that the season to
come is more about the
Christ than about the cash.
Advent’s quiet call and lit
candles evoke our need to
make time to think and
reflect, carving that time out
of hectic schedules by
slowing down, doing less,
and gaining more for our
soulsin the process.

So as we approach the
coming, but not yet here,
Christmas season, | hope you
can find Advent and rescue it
from the pile of stuff. There
are spiritual joys and
perspective to be found in
Advent... if you look!

Wishing you a more
uplifting season of Advent,

Pastor Larry Conway

The 100" Anniversary
Team has someideas and
will be asking you about
them in December. These
ideas consist of some
different visions for our
100th, and we seek your
thoughts on them in

December. There will be an
insert in the bulletin on
December 9, 16, and 23 that
will list these different
visions and seek what you
think of them. Theideaisto
take all of our responses
toward building a consensus

on how best for Trinity to
celebrate this anniversary.
Of course, if anyonewhois
out of town wants to see the
visions and to respond, we
will be happy to mail or
email them a copy.



Earth Keepers

A shared ministry of St.
Johns’ & Trinity Lutheran
Churches

Reporters:
Trinity
Karen Neder  788-6313

Barbara Steigman
752-0250

St. John's
Shirley Trevor 762-0071

The holiday season is herel
More household waste is
produced between
Thanksgiving and New

Y ears than any other time of
the year — as much as six
million additional tons. As
we await the celebration of
the birth of Jesus, let’s take
some time to think about
how to make the season a
bit more Earth-friendly.

Christmastrees. Red tree
or artificial tree? There are
pros and cons to both. Real
trees are grown on farms
here in the United States.
They clean the air, replenish
it with oxygen and provide
habitat for wildlife as they
grow. They can be recycled.
The best choice in real trees
would be from an organic
tree farm that uses no
pesticides. While potted
trees might seem like a
green option, they often
don®fare well in
unseasonably warm homes
but can be set up outside.
After Christmas plant itin
your yard or donateitto a
school. Artificia treesare
made of plastic and other
man made materials and
consume significant energy
and petroleum-based
materials during their
manufacture. They are
usually imported from Asia
and areinitialy expensive
although they are generally
aone-time purchase and can
save gas otherwise used for
annual tripsto the local tree
farm. They can be used over
and over again and are easy

to use but they are not
recyclable. (See
www.care2.com for more
information).

Lights: UseLED lightsfor
decorating this year. They
are 90% more efficient than
traditional Christmas lights
and can last up to 200,000
hours. See

www. national geographic.co
m for more information.

Christmas Cards: Send e-
cardsinstead of paper cards
(www.e-cards.com). Buy
cards at garage sales over
the summer. Transform old
greeting cards into new
ones. Choose cards that use
soy-based inks and hemp or
post-consumer recycled
paper that has been
bleached without chlorine
(look for the PCF logo -
processed chlorine-free).
See www.doodle-
greetings.com. Reuse old
cards by turning them into
gift tags, bookmarks, lacing
toys, ornaments, and
children’s crafts. Donate
your old cards to schoals,
day cares and after school
programs.

Gift wrap: Most wrapping
paper is NOT recyclable.
Use reusable gift containers
instead such as cloth or
decorative bags, boxes,
scarves, tins, baskets or
handkerchiefs. Use
newspaper, old posters,
sheet music, maps, or
blueprints instead of
wrapping paper. If you
purchase gift wrap, look for
paper with ahigh

percentage of post—consumer
recycled content. When
unwrapping gifts, dedicate a
collection areafor gift wrap,
trim, and boxes to be reused
next year. Save and reuse
packing peanuts or donate
them to alocal mailing and
shipping store. Give gifts that
don’t require much wrapping
(see ideas below). Hide that
large, unwieldy gift
somewhere in the house or
yard and give the recipient a
card with a series of clues
leading to the present. A
necklace or pair of earrings
hanging directly on the treeis
apleasant surprise.

Gifts. Stay away from highly
packaged gifts. Giftslike
theater or game tickets and gift
certificates do not require alot
of packaging. Homemade
dinners, donations to Heifer
International or Kiva
(www.kiva.org) require no
packaging. Give items that
save energy like low-flow
shower heads and fluorescent
light bulbs. Rechargeable
batteries are an especially
thoughtful gift for kids whose
toys require batteries. See
www.abundantearth.com for
more gift ideas.

For more ideas on how to have
agreen Christmas, visit
www.thegreenguide.com. Pick
one Earth-friendly idea this
year and turn it into a tradition!

Have aMerry Green
Christmas!

-Karen Neder



Notes onthe Journey

The other day | was
talking on the phone with a
dear friend and she said,
“Have you started your
Christmas shopping yet?’
Fair enough question. |
have afew ideas. I'm
certainly considering what
books | might give to folks
in my family (afavorite
gift-type). 1I'm wondering
what to give a college
student who would need to
take gifts with her on a
plane at the end of a month-
long break.

Certainly I've been
thinking alot about
“giving” lately asl'veled a
small group Stewardship
Bible Study. I've been
pondering and praying
about my faithful financial
response for 2008. 1I'm
thankful for the many
people that participated in
the Stewardship Prayer
Vigil. I'm glad that the
council isin agreement
about presenting a balanced
budget for the coming year.
Yet, | hope we can exceed
our giving expectations, get
pledges in before January
(hint....isyour card in
yet?), and look to meet
some pressing heeds for the
staff like additional office
and custodial/handyman
support that are currently
beyond the scope of the
budget plan. In our
stewardship small group we

talked about being careful
stewards of all our gifts—in
our homes, churches and
communities.

Thisyear's Christmas
gift preparations are going
to feel pretty different with
one daughter in college and
not coming home until the
week before Christmas. We
have alot
of baking to
do and
she’'sahig
part of that!
We have
some old
family
cookie
recipes that
we love to make plus a new
recipe or two each year. A
few weeks ago | discovered
the joy of baking on
parchment paper. This
might either revolutionize
our holiday baking or bring
about disaster as cookies
dlide off our super-sized
baking sheets too easily!

Even more than the
tasty product, | enjoy the
process of the baking. | like
the time my daughtersand |
spend together. Thetelling
of stories. The song
singing. Thejoy of making
things to bring joy to others.
Yes, and the tasting! Y um!

I’m pretty excited that
we are adding atimeto sing
and tell stories, the joy of
making and sharing to our

Advent ministries at Trinity.
Thisyear at 6:30 pm on the
Wednesdays in December
we will gather in the
sanctuary for asimple
worship that features some
favorite songs, and
delightful dramas. Then,
we will move to Founder’'s
Hall to do some fine, fine
ministry — snacks (of
course!),
fellowship (you
betchal), and make
stuff! We'll make
advent wreaths for
our homes on the
first week. The
next we will tie
some of those
fleece blankets for
women and children at
Douglas Park Place in Rock
Island. Thethird week
we'll make a snack mix for
each household to be able to
give as a gift to someone
else.

I’m confident that this
way of journeying through
Advent is designed to be a
blessing to us and to others.
It's designed to nurture
relationships with God and
each other. Oh, yes...and
it'sfun. Come. Try it out.
Let’swait for Jesus
together. | think I’ll bring
some cookies.

Waiting and baking on the
journey,

There are gtill some
openings left on the
memorial chart for this year.
The 2008 memorial chart
has also been posted. They

are located at the west end
of Founders Hall. Please
take a moment to stop and
sign up for altar flowers or
the eternal light. Be sureto

print clearly and mark in
memory or in honor of your
loved ones or event.

“weare
adding ... the
joy of
making and
sharing to
our Advent
ministries...




M essianic Expectations
in the Old and New
Testaments

Join Dr. Rachael Magdalene
in the Chapel as she leads us
on afour part exploration of
what people thought the
Messiah was going to be
and do.

The Power in
Matthew’s Gospel

Join Craig Tigerman in the
Blessed Beginnings Room
for alook at the unique
features of thislife of Jesus
and the Good News found
therel

Friendship Fridays

Following are the dates
we will be meeting for
this school year:
Morning Session: 10:00
am.-11:15am.
Afternoon Session: 1:00
p.m.-2:30 p.m.

Fri. December 14

Specia Event: Monday,
January 7, 2008

Blessed Beginnings' 4's
Epiphany Program
(6:30-7:45 p.m.) Trinity
Lutheran Sanctuary

Y ou and your friends are
invited!

Fri. January 11
Fri. February 8
Fri. March 14

Fri. May 23 (10:00 am.
and/or 1:00 p.m.
Promotion Ceremony)

Grateful Giving
During November, the
Blessed Beginnings
Preschool children brought
aboxed or canned food for
“Show & Share.” The
children told what they
liked about the food and
then we boxed them up to
be donated to the food
pantry. A total of 69.5
pounds of food was
collected. Guess what the
favorite was...(mac ‘n
cheesel!!) though we have a
wide assortment of soups,

pastas and canned fruits and
vegetables, too. We talked
about being thankful for our
food and being able to help
others. Thank you, God, for
letting us share our
blessings with others!

Pizza with the Preschool is
aHit!!
What a success!! About 150
people came to celebrate
with pizzaand fun on
November 7th. Families and
friends of Blessed
Beginnings Preschool came

to enjoy food and fellowship
and to raise money for the
T.0O.P. Scholarship Fund.
Over $600 dollars were raised
at the “Pizza with the
Preschool” event, which will
be matched by Thrivent, to be
used to help give the gift of
preschool to familiesin need.
Thank you to al for your
generous support of the
preschool! The 4'sthen
“lifted their spirits’ to sing at
the W.O.W. service. They did
agreat job!!

Little Town on the Prairie
by Laura Ingalls Wilder.
The book, Little Town on
the Prairie is one of my
favorites because it is about
how Mary getsto go to
college for blind students.
Laura gets ajob when she
turns sixteen to help keep
Mary in school; first asan
assistant seamstress, then as
ateacher. But theteaching
position is about two hours
away from Laura s friends
and her family. Should se
takeit? To find out what
Laura decides, read the
book, Little Town on the

Prairie by LauraIngalls
Wilder!!

The TLC Book Club Join
usinthelounge at 12:30
p.m. Thursday, December
20th. The Good Book Club
meets again on January 28th
to discuss Balzac and the
Little Chinese Seamstress
by Dai Sijie.

Join any of the discussion
groups. We enjoy
welcoming new members!

Library Linesis written by
volunteers from Trinity
Church. A review of

anything from our church’'s
library, including videosis
welcome. The sign-up sheet
isinthelibrary next to the
computer.
Reviews from the children’s
and youth sections are also
welcome.



1. Health belongsin every
holiday plan. Limit stress
by arranging arealistic
schedule. At parties, fill up
on veggies, and then enjoy
small helpings of holiday
temptations. Limit
alcoholic beverages — drink
more water. Maintain your
regular fitness routine and
get plenty of rest. Set
realistic expectations —
remember you can’'t do
everything — if necessary,

say ‘no’ to some things and
set abudget for gifts.
Focusing on the true
meaning of the season will
make this a special season
for you and those you love.

2. Accordingto Dr.
Patricia Love, there are four
things kids REALLY want
for Christmas — arelaxed
and loving time with family,
realistic expectations about
gifts, an evenly paced
holiday season, and reliable

family traditions. Ironically,
most parents find it more
difficult to spend relaxed time
with their childrenin
December, leaving them to
their own devices —sittingin
front of the TV, video games,
compuiter, etc.

3. Remember who and
‘whose’ you are. Itisthrough
God's extravagant love for us
that Jesus was born into the
world to show us the way to
peace, hope and eternal life.
Rejoicel

Thanksto all who
participated in our Ladies
Day Out Event on October
27th. A profit of over $800
will go towards the WELCA
Educational Scholarship
Fund. Sarah Unit

One would think that the
three most treasured,
thankful, and sought after
words might be “1 love
you.” The truth of the
matter isthat most
Americans want to hear,
“you’'ve lost weight!” Any
of us who have fought the
battle of the bulge know that
the word diet is not the
solution to our struggles, but
only atemporary fix that
often puts the weight right
back on after the “diet.”.
What one must really do is
change their life style. In
order to keep the desired
effect, one must be a good
steward of the gift of
creation of one's own body.
Like dieting those of us

engaged in the study of
stewardship for three weeks

have had insight from Mark
Allan Powell’ s book,
GIVING TO GOD as being
away of lifeaswell. |
would like to encourage
othersto read this book by
starting an All Trinity
Reads, where everyone
reads and talks about a
single title during this next
year. Copies of the book by
Powell can be found in the
office. You can either
borrow a copy to read, or
purchase the book to keep
for your own. Biblically
stewardship isaway of life
we as Christians should be
practicing. We need to be
more informed and continue
beyond Consecration
Sunday in our giving
practices in worship and as
aspiritual disciplinein our
life.

We aretrying to lift the
importance of stewardship up
in Sunday School too asa
Christian practice that is one
way to show God our love. In
fact the offering box upstairs
islabeled Gifts for Jesus. On
Fall Festival Sunday offering
envelopes were distributed at
the opening of the new
program year to help remind
youngsters of the importance
of their giving. It isimportant
for familiesto ingtill the joy
of giving at an early age. One
of the best ways you can do
thisis by setting an example
with your own stewardship
practices for spiritual growth.

See you in church and beyond
its doors,

Jennifer

3

$ %




#
SUR (YR) *

+

Midweek Advent Services
December 5, 12, and 19, 6:30pm

Christmas Eve Service
December 24, 11:00pm

All members of the Trinity Choir, Trinity Praise Ensemble, and any members of Trinity
Lutheran Church with alove of singing are invited to join the Festival Choir for our Midweek
Advent Services and for the late service on Christmas Eve. During the Midweek Services, we
shall sing excerpts from Marty Haugen’s Holden Evening Prayer juxtaposed in ancient/future

style with four-part psalmody from the medieval era. Even if you are unavailable for the

midweek services, please consider singing with us for the late service on Christmas Eve. Many
of our choir members will be out of town or unavailable to attend that service, and our cantata,
Welcome All Wonders, will not be possible without adequate voicing in each of the four parts.
Whether or not you would like to sing and plan to participate, we encourage you to invite
guests, even and perhaps especially those who might otherwise not attend worship that night,
who might be interested in worshipping with us as we lift our voicesin gentle accord, lulled by
the music of oboe and strings, to welcome our Savior and Lord. Although rehearsals began in

November, new members are welcome to join us for rehearsals after the three Midweek
Services (Wed. December 5, 12, & 19), from 7:30 to 8:45pm.

2nd—Entire Trinity Family
3rd—~Pastor Larry
4th—Salvation Army Ministries

5th—Advent Worship &
Service Project

6th—Pastor Laura
7th—Military & their families
8th—Men's Advent Breakfast
9th—Recycling & Earth
Keepers Ministry

10th—TLC Staff
11th—Church Council

12th—Students & Educators
13th—TLC Music Ministry

14th—Bp. Mark Hansen, Bp.
Gary Wollersheim

15th—L utheran Colleges &
Seminaries

16th—Children & Families
Ministries

17th—State & Federal Gov.
Officids

18th—Personal Hedlth &
Wellness

19th—Missionaries and
Lutheran Disaster Relief

20th—Those who are
grieving

21st—Safety in travel
22nd—Habitat/Winnie's
Place

23rd—Those who are alone
24th—Blessed Beginnings
Preschool

25th—The gift of Baby
Jesus

Order a poinsettia for
Christmas services. The
names of donors and person
remembered or occasions
honored will be included as

an insert in the Christmas
Eve bulletins.

The cost of each plant is
$10.00 and the ordering
envelopes will be located in

the pew racks.

Please return envelopesin
the offering plate or to the
church office no later than
December 10th.
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Please pick up your Equal
Exchange Coffee orders
on Sunday, December 2nd
or 9th.

Parent’s Night Out

Need sometime to do
Holiday baking and
shopping without the kids?
LYO isoffering afun night

5th at 8:30 AM

“Christmas Music”

Up ‘N Adam, Eve

Wednesday, December

Congregational
Potluck

Sunday, December 2nd, 12
noon in Founder®Hall.
Bring adish to pass and

for your children so you can KristaMays enjoy Advent Fellowship!
prepare for Christmas. With readings by the Up Sponsored by Trinity®
December 1st from 6:30— ‘N Adam, Eve Planning WELCA Units.
9:30 pm you may bring Committee
I\)/ll?,llljtrl children to the Tickets $3.00 November
purpose Room. i :
Snacks provided! Freewill 30th and December 2nd in Blood Drive
offering accepted. Founders Hall or call either December 3rd

762-1734

Julie at 762-3624 or Al at

Sign up Sunday, Dec. 2nd!

Trinity Churchmen’s Advent Breakfasts
Saturday, December 1<t.

Eat, worship and enjoy the fellowship with other
Trinity men as we prepare during Advent for the
coming of Jesus at Christmas.

No reservation needed. The cost is a donation of
$3.00. All Trinity men and guests are welcome.
7:30 Gathering, Coffee served in Founder’s Hall.
8:00 a.m. A hearty, hot Churchmen’s breakfast.
8:30 Worship in the Chapel.

We continue these Advent Breakfasts on
Saturdays, December 8th, December 15th and
end on December 22nd .

Jim Scott, for the Trinity Churchmen.

All Trinity Caroling!

Sunday, December 9th
6:30—8:30 pm
People of all ages are welcome to

come and make a joyful noise to the
Lord!

Meet in the Multipurpose Room for
song sheets and the “route”.
Caroling to several Trinity
homebound members. Return to
Trinity for cocoa, cider, cookies and
fellowship.

Sponsored by the Trinity
Faithbuilders Confirmation Class

45 % & ' ( )




1—Andrew Bartels,
Josephine Pulford

2—Tyler Brown, Anthony
Campbell, Olof Johnson,
Scott Sandberg, Sharon
Winters, Janet Woods

3—Annett Beechamp, Kayla
Kauzlarich, Tammy
Mendoza, Cindy Ribbeck,
Kenneth Roehrs, Robert
Schluter

4—Marlis Beechamp,
Sydney Hoepfner, Kay
Linney, Sonia Nimrick

5—Brittany Blackwood,
Suzanne Buckles, Carol
Burns, Barbara Herrarte,
Kelsey Malmstead, Miranda
Mendoza, Rose Pettifer,
Theresa Scott

6—Andrew Barnes, Vicki
Corners, Reid Giovanine,
Deborah Lerschen, John Wils
7—\William Cleaver, Merritt
Johnson, Heidi Schickel,
Barb Wasinger

8—Susan Basala, Ashley
DeVolder, Ronald Tiedge,
Jon Walker

9—Ted Averill, Jennifer Roth

10—Terrill Baner, Laura
Ford, Henry Martin

11—Robert Ingelson, Gracie
James, Tony Lampasona,
Terri Schickel

12—James Lohr, Jane
Oakleaf, Ashley Rallick, Bill
Ruggeberg, Sheryl Thomas

13—Linda Kiddoo, Ashton
Lee, Megan Tedell

14—Linda Carson, Kathy
Foslien, Spencer Roemer
15—Molly Hankins
16—Zack Bartels, Curtis
Carlson, Whitney Crotty,
Jennifer Knuth, Diane
Sommers, Todd Strother
17—Lily Lindbeck, Steven
V anSpeybroeck
18—Stephanie Eckhardt,
Kenneth Gellerstedt, Elvera
Lawson, Steward Lyman,
Patricia Mamstead, Elise
Schilb

19—Christopher Hartley,
Heather Schmidt

20—Darrell Good, Coen

Kilcullen, Madeline Peterson,
Alan Struss

21—Rachael Barnes, Donna
Mann, Bennett Welser
23—Christine Anderson,
Kevin Klundt, Mark Ribbeck
24—Adam Dawson, Nicole
Doherty, Linda Huys, Thomas
Lazenby, Jordon Williams
25—Shirley Bengston, Carole
Bloeser, Donavon Nelson
26—Gregory Boden, Jack
Roemer

27—Paul Boettcher, Andrew
Knox, Leigh Olson, Barbara
Steigman, Sara Wildermuth
28—Mary Kruse, Mary Gall
Laverenz, Ayden McCabe,
Kathie Womack
29—Cameron Beek, Sandra
Hansen, Barbara Lamon
30—Christy Hansen, Lori
Moran

31—Sean Doherty, Marc
Griffin, Becky Grimes, Mary
Thoms

Sundaysin Advent:
(8:30 & 10:45am)
December 2nd
December 9th
December 16th

December 23rd: 10:45 the
Children's Choirswill sing
Advent songs

Advent Midweek
Worship: the Festival
Choir will sing excerpts
from Marty Haugen’'s
Holden Evening Prayer.
Fellowship after each

service will include a craft.
Wednesday Dec. 5th—
Advent wreaths

Wednesday Dec. 12th—
fleece blankets

Wednesday Dec. 19th—
snack mix for giving

Christmas Eve

3:00 pm: Contemporary
Christmas

5:00 pm: Christmas Jazz
7:30 pm: Carol Service

11:00 pm: Traditional
Christmas featuring music
from Welcome All Wonders:
A Christmas Cantata by
Richard Shephard for Chair,
Organ, Handbells, and Trio
(violin, cello, and oboe)

December 30th: Carol Sing

November 2007
Service
Attendance

Oct. 28th
8:30 191
10:45 112

Nov. 4th
8:30 215
10:45 160

Nov. 11th
8:30 167
10:45 120

Nov. 18th
8:30 168
10:45 132

WOow
11/7 =126
11/21
Thnks Eve = 197




Men’s Advent Breakfasts—

Par ent’s Night Qut—

Advent is fast approaching.
Mark your calendars for
December 1¢t, 8th, 15th, and
22nd to join the Trinity
Churchmen for breakfast,
fellowship, and worship.
Coffeeisonat 7:30,
breakfast at 8:00 and worship
begins at 8:30 in the Chapel.

Need some time to do
Holiday baking and shopping
without the kids? LYOis
offering a fun night for your
children so you can prepare
for Christmas. December 1st
from 6:30—9:30 pm you
may bring your children to
the Multipurpose Room.
Snacks provided! Freewill
offering accepted.

Congregational Potluck—
Sunday, December 2nd, 12
noon in Founder®@Hall.
Bring adish to pass and
enjoy Advent Fellowship!
Sponsored by Trinity®
WELCA Units.
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