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And now it is 2008. 2007
now isjust a memory, and
we will al find out what
2008 holds for us one day at
atime. But what does the
numbers 2008 stand for?
Oneclueisinthelittle
letters you sometimes see
written after the year. A
common oneis“CE”, which
stands for
“Common Era’,

letters after the date to
denote the name of the
calendar. One set of letters
that once was quite common
for our calendar was“AD”.
When | wasllittle, | can
remember being told with
great authority that this
stood for “after death”,
meaning the death of Jesus.
But | did learn since
then that the letters

date, it is good to remember
that 2008 isindeed a year of
our Lord. Every year since
Jesus' birth has been a year
of our Lord, since our Savior
isKing of Kings and Lord of
Lords. We may face
misfortune in this new year
and we may see things that
greatly trouble us. But let us
not forget who went to the
Cross for uslong ago and

although you
will see from
timeto time
“Christian Era”
as the meaning
of the letters.
Other calendar systemsin
our world have similar
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“AD” come from Latin
\ and stand for the words
\ “Anno Domini”, which
meansin English “in the
year of our Lord".
And | think that,

regardless of what letters (if
any) that you use after the

that 2008 is a year of the
Lord.

In the Name of the Child
born to Mary in the manger,

Pastor Larry Conway

Trinity Choir
Rehearsals resume Thursday, January 3rd—
May 15th, weekly from 7:00 to 8:30pm.
No rehearsal on March 27th .
Services include:
8:30am Sun. worship: Jan. 6th—May 18th
Ash Wednesday: February 6th
Lenten Mid-week Services. TBA
Holy Week: March 20th, 21st, 22nd

Trinity Handbell Choir
Rehearsals resume Thursday, January 10th,
from 5:45 to 6:45pm. Full schedule TBA.

Praise Ensemble:

Rehearsals resume Wednesday, January 9th
from 5:30 to 6:30pm. No rehearsal on
February 6th (Ash Wednesday) and during
Lenten Mid-week Services (dates TBA).

God’s Children Sing:

Rehearsals resume in the Temple Room on
Thursday, January 10th from 4:45 to 6:30pm:
Shalom (grades 2-6)  4:45t0 5:40
Hallelujah (gradesK-1) 5:451t0 6:30
There will be no rehearsal on March 27th.

Services are as follows:
January 27th, 10:45am service
February 29th, 8:30am service
March 20th, Maundy Thursday evening service
April 13th, 8:30am service
May 11th, 10:45am service

Rehearsals resume Sunday, January 6th during
the first portion of the learning hour for the
Happy Notes (infants and toddlers) and
Sunbeams (preschool), meets in the lounge and
the 2nd floor music room, respectively.
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Asthis column is being
written, the United Nations
Climate Change Conference
ismeeting in Bali,
Indonesia. From
government officialsand
Nobel laureates to those
already suffering from
effects of the warming,
people are discussing what
measures will be needed
when the Kyoto Accords
expirein 2012. (Kyotois
actually a modest
program. Stronger
measures will be needed
after that.) Australia has
just signed on to Kyoto,
leaving the United States
the only non-signatory
among the devel oped
nations.

Businesses and industries,
both large and small, from
large and small nations are
coming up with their own
efforts, recognizing that it is
good for their own profits as
well asfor their images, to
go green. Oil companies,
utilities (MidAmerican is
good on this) corporations
(like General Motors),
colleges (Augustana has a
plan) and universities and
others are stepping up to the
plate. BUT the U.S. still
holds back.

Loca and state
governments are taking up
the dack. Hereisone
example of what is going on
locally. Rock Island Mayor

(and St. John® member)
Mark Schwiebert talked to
me recently about what the
city is doing and about his
attendance at Robert
Redford® Sundance
conference. These
conferences have been
going on for 3 years with
mayors of cities with green
programs. Mark was
invited when Rock Island
declared itself aKyoto

city. He said more than 500
(numbers growing
constantly) cities have
signed on. The conference
was addressed by Redford
and others, mayora and
non-mayoral. One speaker
Mark mentioned, an
oncologist from Texas, told
how because of the
warming moving north,
tropical diseaseslike
malaria and West Nile (we
know about that!) are
moving up heretoo. He
described the conference as
a*mind and eye opening
experience" asit dealt with
the dangers facing us,
pointing out that because
measures we take today will
only be effective beginning
10 years from now, carbon
emissions will be in our
atmosphere in the 2020s.

So, what is Rock Island
doing? Roughly 2/3s of the
City®energy use will come
from hydroel ectric power as
its own flow dam
hydroelectric plant services

major utilities, water and
sewerage facilities, etc. The
city is using green technology
in its vehicles and buying 200
hybrid cars. Itisadding
voluntary curbside recycling to
its current recycling locations.

A "green team" in City Hall
brings departments together to
coordinate conservation
measures in city buildings, like
motion activated lights, energy
efficient air conditioners and
new energy efficient
windows. This saves
thousands of dollars as well as
cutting down on carbon
emissions.

Thereisaso an "Advanced
Technology and Sustainability
in Resources Consortium"
formed 2 years ago of the
public and businesses which
meets regularly, brainstorming
ideas for using sustainable
designsin new and rehabbed
buildings, such as the use of
"green roofs’, planted to catch
and conserve rain water and
cool buildings. An exampleis
the old McKesson Building
which will be rehabbed to
provide condos and office
space using state of the art
green technology.

In other columns we will
point out what other
governmentsin the areaare
doing to COOL IT aswell as
report on the findings of the
Bali conference.

Barb Steigman, Karen Neder
and Shirley Trevor

Earth Keepers

A shared ministry of St. Johns’ & Trinity Lutheran Churches

Reporters:
Trinity:

Karen Neder 788-6313

Barbara Steigman  752-0250

St. John's:

Shirley Trevor 762-0071




Notes onthe Journey

“Many hands make light
work!” Did one of my
grandmothers say that? |
can’t remember when | first
heard that asachild. But
surely, it'strue. By the
timethisisread by you
many hands will have
worked together. The
Christmas Program will
have been presented with
dozens and dozens of
people and their hands at
work — dancing, telling

“Working together
unites us.”

Jesus’ story, singing,
designing a bulletin cover,
helping with costumes.
Several dozen hands
worked together in
Founder’s Hall to “tie”
fleece blankets for women
and their children at
Douglas Park Place. By the

time you read this my
daughtersand | will be
reflecting on our favorite
cookiesthisyear. Six hands
for baking are far better than
two.

The secret Grandma
didn’t mention was that
thereisjoy in this“light
work.” Working with
others on tasks bigger than
ourselvesisn’t just
accomplished more quickly.
Working together creates a
shared story. Working
together promotes
community. Working
together helps us get to
know one another. Working
together helps us help
others. Working together
unites us.

Hopefully, before you al
read thisin your homes my
daughters and | will not
only have written a
Christmas letter, but also
sent it out! Itisalittle way
of spreading the joy of
Christ’s birth — with a bit of
humor about what we have
been through in the past
year. Graduations are
wonderful asthey are, but
processes like kitchen

remodeling are better when
remembered from a
distance. Usually we work
together in the daysright
after Christmasto sign and
seal and stamp.

In these days at Trinity,
the staff and ministry team
leaders are also writing their
“good news.” The annual
report this year isabit like a
family’s Christmas card —
offering the gift of joy in the
infant Jesus, and sharing the
joys of the year just passed.
The work of writing this
together has been a gift.

Working together gets me
wondering. What joys are
ahead that we can't even
imagine yet? Where will
we be surprised? Where
will we be challenged to
grow? Where will we work
together in new ways? May
our work for the one true
Light, bring Joy to the
World.

Joy on the journey,

LY O serves coffee during
fellowship:
January 6, 13, 20 and 27
(funds received will go
towards summer trips)

LYO PROGESSIVE
DINNER
JANUARY 23 @ 6:30
We will meet at the church
then travel to various homes
for our four course meal.
Please let Robyn know if any
adults are able to drive.

ADVENTURE TRIP 2008
Huron National Forest,
Northern Michigan
DATE: June14 - 21

**|nformational meeting

about the trip is scheduled

for Sunday, January 13 @
12pminthe Lounge **

UPCOMING EVENT

February 2nd
LYOishosting a Trivia
Night
7:00 pm in Founders Hall
Details TBA
(Youth set up event
at 5:30 pm)
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Friendship Fridays

Following are the dates
we will be meeting for
this school year:
Morning Session: 10:00
am.-11:15am.
Afternoon Session: 1:00
p.m.-2:30 p.m.

Fri. January 11
Fri. February 8
Fri. March 14

Fri. May 23 (10:00 a.m.
and/or 1:00 p.m.
Promotion Ceremony)

Buddhism: The Religion

of Ground Hog Day?: with

Pastor Larry. Meetsin the
Chapel.

TheNamesof God: a
study of the names of God
throughout the Bible with
Craig Tigerman.

Meetsin the Blessed
Beginnings Room.

“The Best Gift of All!” -
Epiphany Programs

Monday, January 7, 2008
- 4'sclasses

Tuesday, January 8, 2008
3'sclasses

Keep the holiday spirit alive
by coming to see the 3'sand
4's classes celebrate the

great gift of Jesus with
songs, stories and action
rhymes! Fun for the whole
family! Nursery care
availablefor little ones
under 3 years.

Both programs begin at 6:30
p.m. in the Trinity Lutheran
sanctuary. Joinusin
Founder’s Hall after the
program to enjoy some
holiday goodies. Please call
TinaHayz at 764-7220 with
questions.

Blessed Beginnings
Preschool will be on
Christmas break from
December 24, 2006 -January
7, 2008. May you and your
families have a blessed
holiday season!

I’m writing between the
beginnings: the church
calendar began the first
Sunday of Advent (Dec. 2)
and the New Y ear (2008) of
the secular calendar begins
Jan.1. So, as| look briefly
back, at the present, and
surely to the future what |
see are three (always)
promising venues: 1) new
lectionary based Sunday
School curriculum, 2) the
exploring (by ayouth) of an
after school program one
day aweek here at the
church, 3) and the new
challenge for me to be part
of the confirmation
program.

One, the new curriculum
is called Seasons of the
Spirit and it is based on the
scripture readings used in
worship each week. This
means that thereisan
opportunity every week to
hear, study, and apply the

meaning of scripture to our
livestoday twicein the
same morning, at worship
and at Sunday School.
Preschool through sixth
grade and the high school
(which already was using a
lectionary based program
caled Faith Lens) classes
will al be studying the same
thing at their age level.
Wow! What an opportunity
for the whole family to have
a conversation together
about their worship and
Sunday School experiences
on Sunday morning.

Two, when | heard the
tentative plan for an after
school program presented to
Pastor Laura by Sarah
Buckles, | could have
jumped up and shouted
alleluia, amen, and amen!
Kid's Club will be
beginning at Trinity soon.
Watch for updates about
thisinspired plan by one of

our youth who is a member of
the Lutheran Y outh
Organization (LYO) and
worked on the mission trip
last summer.

Three, confirmation is
where Anne's presence is
most surely missed by the
youth, leaders, and staff. | am
trying to help with
organizational components,
and | am learning the content
of the program to assume
more of the leadership in the
future. Pray for usall to be
led by the Holy Spirit to
continue a program that isa
milestone in the faith journey
of our youth and also inspires
and instills a sense of
discipleship that isonly the
beginning of alife long
covenant with the Lord and
church.

See you in church and beyond
its doors,

Jennifer
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Lenten Brunch
WELCA hosts brunch
February 9th

10:00 am in Founders
Hall.

Enjoy food, fellowship
and a program.

Tickets are $5.00 and are

available in Founders Hall

during fellowship January
27th and February 3rd

Trinity Supper Club

Tuesday, January 15th
At 5:30 pm
Dinner and a Program
Tickets are $7.00

And are available during
fellowship timesin
Founders Hall Sundays,

Up ‘N Adam, Eve

Wednesday, February 6th
at 8:30 AM

Program TBA

Tickets $3.00 January 20th
and 27th in Founders Hall
or call either Julie at 762-

3624 or Al at 762-1734

Congregational
Potluck

Sunday, January 13th, 12
noon in Founder®Hall.
Bring adish to pass and
table service. Beverages

will be provided. Sponsored
by Trinity® WEL CA Units.

January 6th and 13th.
Please contact Irma French
(764-3698 with questions.

Thereis NO January
Meeting

Member Care Service
Opportunity

Transportation is needed
to help members get to
church and/or Doctors

appointments.

Please call Julie B. at 762-
3624

or Cindy W. at 792-3864.

Kid's Club
Coming Soon!

Kid's Club is an after-
school program for grade-
schoolers that will meet
on Thursdays after school
(younger children at 4:30
and older at 5:30). Kid's
Club will offer Bible
stories, snacks, games,
and crafts.

Look for more details
soon.

Thanks to Sarah Buckles
for starting this program.

Life Line Screening
at Trinity in the M ultipur pose Room

Thursday, January 31, 2008.

Life Line screens for carotid arteries,
abdominal aneurysms and hardening of
the arteriesin the legs. Bone density
screening is available to assess the risk of
0steoporosis.

The cost of all four testsis $129.00.
Pre-registration isrequired.

Please call 1-800-325-1851 for an
appointment. Look for the hot pink
fliersaround the church for more

infor mation.

Marty's Place Coffeehouse

Friday, January 25th
7:00 pm Multipurpose Room

Coffee, Mochas, Lattes, Snacks,
Fellowship, Live Music

TRINITY CHURCHMEN'SBREAKFASTS
AND WORSHIP
“A Tradition for over 25 Years’

We have just finished our four Advent
breakfasts. Thanks to the men who joined us.
Lent starts early this year. Ash Wednesday,
Feb. 6™ and our Lenten breakfasts begin
Saturday, Feb. 9™ in the Multi-Purpose Room.
The remaining five breakfasts are in Founders
Hall, ending March 15", the Saturday before
Palm Sunday.

All ages of Trinity men areinvited to join
us for these Lenten breakfasts, fellowship time,
and worship.

We meet for breakfast at 8:00 am. with
worship in the Chapel at 8:30. Our Trinity
Pastors as well as other visiting pastors will
give the homily each week. There isadonation
of only $ 3.00 and no reservations are needed.

Come join us as we prepare for the Risen
Christ at Easter. Remember, thisis open to all
Trinity men and other ELCA Churchesin the
Quad City area. Invite someone to come with
you. If you haven't been before, we welcome
you.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Thiswonderful ministry is a great way to use gifts of needlework to bring
comfort to those who are struggling and joy to those celebrating significant

eventsin life.

The group meets again at 10:30 am on January 14" in the lounge

All are welcome.

If you'd like to learn more about Shawl Ministry or are interested in participating, call Julie,

762.3624.




1—Sophie Doroba, Travis
Hankins, Robert Johnson
2—April Bowen, David
Esterdahl

3—Bruce Carter, Jean Ray

4—Carolyn Doroba, Jean
Lee, DebraRollick, Craig
Tillman

5—Aileen Day, Ledie
Ingelson

6—Paul Eckermann, Jessica
Graham, Roberta Pryhil,
Ernst Rehder, Diane
Sandberg, Inez Stablein,
AnnaTrevor, Terrance
Walters

7—Shelly Decker, Betty
Hufford, Karen Zurn

8—Lloyd Cutrer, Beth
Darnell, Calvin Lancour, Lori
Love, Daniel Olson,
Elizabeth Peterson, Eric
Prybil

9—L aura Carter, Ronald
Strother, Peter Suman, Lukas
Thoms, Sarah VanDamme

10—Clayton Bergren, C.
William Gustafson, Makayla
Mendoza, Kelly Quinn,

Manda Schultz Sr.
11—Michael Bailey, Steven
Ellefritz, Abby Tillman
12—Cynthia Esterdahl, Dick
Liljeberg, TristaMenzer,
Thomas VonGillern
13—Andrea Darnell, Charles
Hall, Delaney Klundt, Jerry
Rusk, Patricia Tillman
14—Sarah Althous, Kevin
Meredith, Chad Minch
15—Kelsey Cavins, Jeanette
Fensterbusch, Jeremiah Love
16—Ronad Knuth, Nicole
Pulford, Howard Swayne
17—Bertie Anderson, Cary
David, Shannon Fox, Robert
Hibbert, Larry Johnston,
Anthony Kruse
18—Jacquelyn Fitzpatrick,
Megan Meyer, Justin
Womack

19—Jennifer Larsen, Brian
Roderick, Debra Roth,
Allison Wells, Ellen Wells
20—Janice Moriarity, John
Sandberg

21—TeresaKruse, Lance

McCafferty

22—Jack Devilder, Stephanie
Kruse, Amy McGinnis

22—Stacy Christensen

24—Madison Schickel,
Marcia Wetzel

25—Angela Bahls, Payton
Bowling, Angela Moore, Ruth
Rosenberg, John Scott,
Randall Welser
26—Mariellen Ehredt, Ben
Pulley, Bethany Roth,
Andrew Schrup, Ronald Weis
27— Jeffrey Brandt I,
Matthew Vana

28—Kimberly Nelson, Mel
Piff

29—Julie Baner, Randy
Bender, Gary Bowling 11,
Ashlee Drury, Beverly
Gregory, Kathy Johnson
30—EvaHunt

31—Bruce Adams, Adrianne
Kruse, Mark Petersen, JoAnn
Rowland, Robert Wasinger

LUTHERAN QUESTIONS,
LUTHERAN ANSWERS
by Dr. Martin Marty

This 2007 book by the
leading American Historian
of Christianity in the United
States explores the various
facets of Lutheran practice
that make us different from
other denominations; such
as why do Lutherans baptize
infants, when some other
denominations wait until
adulthood, and do you need
to be re-baptized if you
changeto a different
denomination? Why do

L utherans have only two
Sacraments, Communion
and Baptism, when other
denominations have as
many as seven?

All of this and much more
answered in this short, easy-
to-read book.

The TLC Book Club Join us
in the lounge at 12:00 p.m.
Thursday, January 17th to
discuss March by Geraldine
Brooks. The Good Book
Club meetsagain on
January 28th to discuss
Balzac and the Little

Chinese Seamstress by Dai
Sijie.
Join any of the discussion
groups. We enjoy
welcoming new members!

Library Linesiswritten by
volunteers from Trinity
Church. A review of
anything from our church’'s
library, including videosis
welcome. The sign-up sheet
isinthe library next to the
compuiter.

Reviews from the children’s
and youth sections are also
welcome.

&
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December 2007
Service
Attendance

Dec. 2nd
8:30 133
10:45 135

Dec. 9th
8:30 153
10:45 128

Dec. 16th
8:30 130
10:45 115

Dec. 23rd
8:30 97
10:45 123

Christmas Eve
3:00: 172
5:00 231
7:30 157
11:.00 136

Dec. 30th
8:30 108
10:45 115
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