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February. February isthe
shortest month of the year in
terms of days and one of the
coldest months of the year.
With the shorter length of
the days, it can dlso be a
month with little sun. |
remember one February,
years ago, in which the sun

forgetting what sunlight
looked like!

But | suspect that there are
timesin our lives when
everything seems cloudy
and grey and gloomy, like
that February of long ago.
And when we are in those
times, we can even forget

place of joylessness. In those
times, please remember that
you are not alone, even if
you feel alone. Please
remember that you remain a
child of God and that Jesus
still cares about you. Please
remember to reach out and
ask for help if you are caught

Trinity Festival Choir

The Trinity festival choir
will begin preparing for
the Holy week services

of Good Friday and
Easter. Rehearsalswill
be Thursdays from
8:00—8:30 pm.
Beginning February 7th
through Easter (March
23rd). No auditionis
necessary . Contact Dan
or KristaMays or come
to the music room for
rehearsal on February
Tth!

did not shine for 30 what joy in agloomy place, and let
days straight, with fedslike or the people of God be an aid
one cloudy day what it is and ahelp in walking

after another. When

the sun finally did
shine, | wondered

what that bright

light was at first,

until | remembered

that it was only

direct sunlight.
Needlessto say |

also felt ahit foolish for

liketo through the gloom. After all,
we are in thislife of faith

experience

happiness. together, and we can be, as
People can Martin Luther put it, “Little
be cloudy on Christ’s” to each other. May
theinside God bless you this month
evenif the and in the times to come!
sunis

shining Pastor Larry Conway

outdoors, caught in a private

Trinity Choir
Rehearsals are held Thursdays through May
15th, from 7:00 to 8:30pm. No rehearsal
on March 27th .
Services include:
8:30am Sun. worship: Jan. 6th—May 18th
Ash Wednesday: February 6th
Lenten Mid-week Services. TBA
Holy Week: March 20th, 21st, 22nd

Trinity Handbell Choir
Rehearsals Thursdays from 5:45 to 6:45pm.
Full schedule TBA.

Praise Ensemble:

Rehearsals Wednesdays from 5:30 to
6:30pm. No rehearsal on February 6th (Ash
Wednesday) and during Lenten Mid-week
Services (dates TBA).

God’s Children Sing:
Rehearsals in the Temple Room on Thursdays
from 4:45 to 6:30pm:
Shalom (grades 2-6)  4:45t0 5:40
Hallelujah (gradesK-1) 5:451t0 6:30
There will be no rehearsal on March 27th.

Services are as follows:
February 29th, 8:30am service
March 20th, Maundy Thursday evening service
April 13th, 8:30am service
May 11th, 10:45am service

Rehearsals Sundays during the first portion of
the learning hour for the Happy Notes (infants
and toddlers) and Sunbeams (preschool), meets

in the lounge and the 2nd floor music room,
respectively.
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During these winter months
we all become more aware
of the cost of heating our
homes and the expense of
the electricity we use.
Electric companies
understand that concerns
about climate change are
growing, and some are
taking voluntary action to
address GHG (greenhouse
gas) emissions. Mid
American Energy web site
www.midamericanenergy.c
om includes a Chairman’s
message by David Sokoal,
CEO, about environmental
efforts and he states some
general principles. It will
require an aggressive and
sustained commitment by
the power industry and
policymakersto develop
strategies and technologies
to reduce greenhouse gasses
and carbon dioxide
emissions.

However, we, as committed
stewards of our
environment, can do more
than just contact our
legislators. If we have not
already taken advantage of
the newest compact
fluorescent lights (CFLS),
thisis an especially good
timeto investigate what is
available for different areas
of our homes. There may
be afew people who have
had older CFL bulbsin their
homes, are dissatisfied with
the amount and/or quality of
light emitted, and have
investigated no further.

There is good news and
much from which to choose
for these folks—and for all
of us. .

Different types of CFLs
include twin tube, quad
tube, triple bias, spiral,
circular, and F lamps
Pictures and descriptions
can be found at http://
saveenergy.about.com with
suggestions on the types of
lamps or light fixtures for
which each is appropriate.
There are three-way
models, CFLsthat can be
used for dimming, and
choices of brightness and
color of light. Another
helpful resourceis
www.energystar.gov, and
local store personnel are
often well-informed about
choices of light bulbs.
According to the
"lowaDNR Waste
Management” print-out, “1f
every homein America
replaced just one
incandescent light with an
ENERGY STAR rated CFL,
it would save enough
energy to light more than 3
million homes and prevent
greenhouse gas emissions
equivalent to those of more
than 800,00 cars annually”.
And, we get more power for
lessmoney. Every little
watt counts!

Because CFLs contain a
small amount of mercury,
they should be disposed of
properly, ideally recycled.
Locally, different cities

Earth Keepers

A shared ministry of St. Johns’ & Trinity Lutheran Churches

Reporters:
Trinity:

Karen Neder  788-6313

Barbara Steigman  752-0250

St. John's:

Shirley Trevor 762-0071

have differing views on
disposal. At least onelllinois
QC town is unconcerned about
the small amount of mercury
and saysit is permissible to
just put them in with the
regular trash. A call tothe
Regional Collection Center in
Scott County definitely advises
that CFLs should be brought to
their location along with old
medicines, paint, or other toxic
materials. More information
about scheduling such adrop-
off isavailable at 563-386-
9575. Some of theinternet
sites give specific information
on how to clean up the
material in your homeif abulb
is broken.

We Lutherans remember the
children’s song, “This Little
Light of Mine”. Let’swork
together to make the song
meaningful in more ways than
onel!

SAVE THISDATE - APRIL
5th!l “ Stewardship of
Creation, A Green
Congregation Training
Workshop” will be held at
Trinity Lutheranin Moline,
from 8:30 am. until noon and
will be presented by Dr. David
Rhoads, L utheran School of
Theology at Chicago and
Director of the Green
Congregation Program. This
opportunity is being sponsored
and planned by the Earth
Keeper committee of St.
John’sand Trinity Lutheran
Churches.

All people have reason to be
concerned about the
environmental state of the
world. As Christians, we have
aspecial call to care for the
earth by reducing our negative
impact upon God’s creation
and by seeking to discover
waysto care for God's Earth.



Notes onthe Journey

In our house we have a
room that we affectionately
call “The Grandma Room.”
When we moved to Rock
Island, we purchased a new
mattress set for thislittle
room that otherwise has
only adesk and dresser.
It'sareally good mattress.
We wanted our guest (who
was usually my mom or my
husband’s mom) to feel at
home, comfortable, and
well rested.

“...my favorite was
reading about his
(the Jesus dall’s)

adventures...

Since that time four and a
half years ago, many people
have stayed in the Grandma
Room. Last year, | stayed
in that room for two weeks
while | was “sidelined” by

bronchitis. It is much more
fun to have friends and
family over than
“bronchitis’! Infact| try to
keep that room ready just in
case we have someone
cometo visit.

| wasn't really thinking of
guests the other day, but one
showed up! Not at home,
but in my study at church.
Perhaps you have see this
guest — the Jesus doll (and
his accompanying backpack
and journal)! Yes, for about
24 hours, Jesus (who went
with my family on the
“appendicitis’ vacation to
Mississippi) was back. He
witnessed a pre-baptismal
session, numerous little
meetings, phone calls,
funeral preparation, prayers,
and day-to-day comings and
goings.

I’m not sure what his
favorite part of hisreturn
visit was, but my favorite
was reading about his
adventuresin hisjournal.
Since my last reading, he
had been to afarm, several

work places, taking a child
to get an apartment,
preparing for Christmas
celebrations, to adoctor's
appointment, and to
Wartburg seminary.

Thejournal pages offer
sincere ponderings about
where Jesus is at work.
Folks consider how Jesusis
with them all the time, not
just when we see him
represented by something
with cotton stuffing and
yarn hair.

As aperson who reads alot
about the adventures of our
foremothers and fathersin
faith (e.g. inthe Bible!) itis
ablessing to read of the
continuing adventures of
folks' welcoming of Jesus
into all of the rooms of their
lives. Andremember, | am
with you always, to the end
of the age. Mt. 28:20

With Jesus on the journey,

LYO Trivia Night

February 2nd
LYOishosting a Trivia
Night
7:00 pm in Founders Hall
Details TBA
(Youth set up event
at 5:30 pm)

ADVENTURE TRIP 2008
Huron National Forest,
Northern Michigan
DATE: Junel14 - 21

See Robyn to sign up now!

ALL YOUTH
Frenzy February at LYO
Sunday Events
from 5:41—7:01 pm

Meet in Founders Hall for
an evening of food, fun and
fellowship!

Inviteall your
friends...Let’s Pack the
House!
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Mark Your Calendars...
Blessed Beginnings
Preschool is now
accepting 2008-2009
enrollments for our 3 and
4 year olds' programs.
Please note your family’s
specia datesto enroll:

Current students and
Trinity Lutheran Church
children:
Tuesday, February 5
through Wednesday,
February 18, 2008

Alumni families (any
family that has had a
child at Blessed
Beginnings Preschool in
the past):
Tuesday, February 12
through Monday,
February 18, 2008

Open enrollment to the
public:
Thursday, February 21
through August 31, 2008

Hours to enroll:
8:15-11:00 am.
and 12:15 - 3:00 p.m.

Who Wrote the Torah?
Take fascinating walk
through Bible history and
witness the stages of
development of the first five
books of the Old Testament.
Find out who woveit all
together, revealing an image

of God that is greater than
the sum of its parts. Let by
Craig Tigerman, in the
Multipurpose Room.

What is Worship? Join our
Pastors in the chapel to take

alook at the “why” behind
worship as well asthe
dynamics of “Traditional”
and “Contemporary”
worship here at Trinity.

Y our feedback and dreams
for our worship are also
most welcome!

Please stop in the preschool
to drop off your application
(do not mail) and pay your
“non-refundable’
$35.00 enrollment
fee, according to
the dates above.
Class spaces will
befilled on a“first
come, first served”
basis; therefore no
mailed applications are
accepted in the month of
February —in order to be
fair to al. If you or someone
you know is unable to com

in to the preschool and drop
off the application, please

call TinaHayz, Director, at

the preschool (764-7220) to
make other arrangements.

Please make your check
payable to: Blessed
Beginnings Preschoal.
*your enrollment fee check
will be returned, if no space
isavailablein desired class.
We will notify you
regarding placement by
March 1st.

Thank you so much for your
interest and support for
Blessed Beginnings
Preschool!

Blessings and Peace!

Blessed Beginnings
Preschool Family Ministry
Board

Friendship Fridays

Following are the dates
we will be meeting for
this school year:
Morning Session: 10:00
am.-11:15am.
Afternoon Session: 1:00
p.m.-2:30 p.m.

Fri. February 8
Fri. March 14

Fri. May 23 (10:00 am.
and/or 1:00 p.m.
Promotion Ceremony)

SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT
is the Sunday School
curriculum that is now
being used from birth
through sixth grade classes
here at Trinity. At the heart
of this ecumenical and
international resourceisa
church family that ties the
ministries of worship,
education, and service
together.

SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT
isgrounded in tradition,
engaged in the present, and
envisions the future by
using the three year cycle of
Bible readings from the
Revised Common
Lectionary and the seasons
of the church year (Advent-

Pentecost). As God' s people
we become unified in our
worship, learning, and
mission and connected to
the past, present, and future.

SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT
integrates the ministries of
the church by weaving them
into a holistic approach to
faith formation and faithful
living. Asall ages worship,
learn and engage in
compassionate service
(Hedlth Kits, Schoal Kits,
Harvest Blessing Mix,
Lifestraws, etc.); astrong
fabric of faith formation
emerges.

SEASONS OF THE SPIRIT
engages with the arts,

technology, and science.
Faith formation is not merely
a matter of theological
discussion. It is also a matter
of the heart and soul. The
arts, science, and technology
stir our imagination and feed
our experience of divine
mystery. In these experiences
we encounter God in deep
and unexpected ways.

edited from SEASONS OF
THE SPIRIT from START
TO FINISH

See you in church and beyond
its doors,

Jennifer
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Bring Your Burdens
to the Cross

Beginning Ash
Wednesday and
continuing throughout
Lent, look for aCrossin
the West narthex.

Please jot down your
prayers, burdens, or
concerns and bring them
to the cross.

@

Lenten Brunch

WELCA hosts brunch
February 9th

10:00 am in Founders Hall.

Enjoy food, fellowship and
aprogram by Jennifer
Jordening

Tickets are $5.00 and are

Up ‘N Adam, Eve

Wednesday, February 6th
at 8:30 AM

Program TBA

Tickets $3.00 January 20th
and 27th in Founders Hall
or call either Julie at 762-

3624 or Al at 762-1734

Mardi Gras
Celebration

Sunday, February 3rd
During fellowship enjoy
King cakes.

After 2nd service stay for
Gumbo in Founders Hall

available in Founders Hall
during fellowship February
3rd

LYO TriviaNight

Kid's Club

Coming February
14th!

Kid's Club is an after-
school program for grade-
schoolers that will meet
on Thursdays after school
(younger children at 4:30
and older at 5:30). Kid's
Club will offer Bible
stories, snacks, games,
and crafts.

Look for more details
soon.

Thanks to Sarah Buckles
for starting this program.

TRINITY CHURCHMEN'SBREAKFASTS
AND WORSHIP
“A Tradition for over 25 Years’

We have just finished our four Advent
breakfasts. Thanks to the men who joined us.
Lent starts early this year. Ash Wednesday,
Feb. 6™ and our Lenten breakfasts begin
Saturday, Feb. 9™ in the Multi-Purpose Room.
The remaining five breakfasts are in Founders
Hall, ending March 15", the Saturday before
Palm Sunday.

All ages of Trinity men areinvited to join
us for these Lenten breakfasts, fellowship time,
and worship.

We meet for breakfast at 8:00 am. with
worship in the Chapel at 8:30. Our Trinity
Pastors as well as other visiting pastors will
give the homily each week. There is adonation
of only $ 3.00 and no reservations are needed.

Come join us as we prepare for the Risen
Christ at Easter. Remember, thisis open to all
Trinity men and other ELCA Churchesin the
Quad City area. Invite someone to come with
you. If you haven't been before, we welcome
you.

Saturday, February 2nd
7:00—9:00 p.m.
$10.00 per person
Sign up your team today!

Prayer Shawl
Ministry

This wonderful ministry
isagreat way to use gifts

of needlework to bring
comfort to those who are

struggling and joy to

those celebrating significant eventsin
life.

The group meets again at 10:30 am on
February 11" in the lounge

All are welcome.

If you'd like to learn more about Shawl
Ministry or are interested in
participating, call Julie, 762.3624.

Trinity received arecent update and greetings from Ben Ingelson, Trinity member and 2007
seminary graduate. Ben and wife, Rakel, are well and are anticipating Rakel’s May graduation
from Lutheran School of Theology in Chicago. Ben has been serving as an interim associate
pastor at Peace Lutheran Church in New Lenox, IL since August 2007. Soon they will hear
from the EL CA about where they while be assigned and have their names go out for call as

pastors. We will receive information about their ordinations when that time comes.

Ben concludes his letter, “Also, thank you for all the gracious support during the four years|
wasin seminary. All you prayerful and financial support made a huge difference and still

continues to do so.”




1—Jessica McCabe, Carolyn
McGehee, Mike Natsis,
Camille Thoms, Sarah
Weigandt, Tara Weigandt
2—Shelley Altenbaumer,
Julie Dawson, Lindsay
Kooken, Thomas Ribbeck,
Adrian Winters

3—Rena Johnson, Steven
Nimrick

4—Robert Baner, Zachary
Cochuyt, Dale Olson, Monica
Piehl, Brayden Seefeldt,
Caitlin Timmer

5—Janis Meyer, Mark Moran

6—Rachel Basala, Emily
Blackall, Michael Carosn,
Donald Hilger, Christine
Moriarity, Marguerite Pierce
7—Theophiel Hecht, Carol
Hilger, Norma
Schweinberger

8—Eric Boster, Jon Davis,
Zachary Fowler, Benjamin
Ingelson, Amy Ochkie

9—Jennifer Bergren, Wendy

Hild, Noah Hoepfner,
Autumn Love, Aidan Mays,
Lawrence McCallum

10—Brian Alm, Bailey
Bicknell, Elizabeth Hunt,
Dorothy Pearson

11—Judith Hennings, Debra
Kelly, Teresa Moore, Joel
Ryser

12—Martin Cosentine, Robert
Ruud

13—Adelle DeVolder, Haley
Moore Robyn Nelms

14—Marjorie Possin, Aaron
Smith, Sue Smith

15—Nancy Beek, Gerald
Bloomberg, Andrew
Campbell, VirginiaDeMarce,
Daniel Frieden, Patricia
Good, Barbara Peterson,
Kathleen Trevor

16—Kirk Beek, William
Grimes 1, Elise Palomaki,
Nicholas Walters

17—Roxanne Groegaert, Judy
Dwyer, Jeffrey Nelson, Jaiden
Womack

18—Melissa Barnes, Emma
Tews, Kelly Vinsel
19—Patricia Averill, Fred
Langrehr, Kirsten Lester,
Shelby Resler

20—William Deadmond,
Vikki Hankins, Amy Roehrs,
Alexandria Tiedge
21—James Gale, Jeremy
Suman

22—Gregory Blew, Samuel
Cavins, Cindy Wildermuth
23—Jorel Justus, Penny
Knox, Elizabeth Lee,
Katherine Smith
24—Howard Braren, Marilyn
Johnson, Phyllis Sinksen,
Brian Wils

25—Janice Baner, Nicholas
Roallick, Joshua Weinle
26—Cindy Bender
Christopher Larsen Jr.
27—Abigail Sutterman
28—Dalton Klundt

29—Richard Johnson,
Marissa Lindell, Cole Neder
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"A Year WithC. S. Lewis"
contains areading for each
day of the calendar year,
drawn from Lewis books
such as "Mere Christianity",
"The Screwtape Letters', "A
Grief Observed", "The
Problem of Pain®,
"Miracles", and "The Great
Divorce".

Some of the pages feature
footnotes about events
important to the life of
Lewis on the dates they
occurred in history.

"Bread for the Journey" by
Henri J. M. Nouwen isa
daily collection of essays by
the well-known Catholic

writer. Unlike the C.S.
Lewis book above, the
writing in thisbook is all
new, rather than excerpts
from previously published
works, and deals with
subjects such as prayer,

silence, and solitude.

The TLC Book Club Join us
in the lounge at 12:00 p.m.
Thursday, February 21t to
discuss The Sunflower by
Simon Wiesenthal.

The Good Book Club meets
again on February 26th to
discuss Beneath a Marble

Sky (RILK*) by John
Shors.

Join any of the discussion
groups. We enjoy
welcoming new members!

Library Linesiswritten by
volunteers from Trinity
Church. A review of
anything from our church’'s
library, including videosis
welcome. The sign-up sheet
isinthe library next to the
compuiter.

Reviews from the children’s
and youth sections are also
welcome.
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January 2008
Service
Attendance

Jan. 6th
8:30 146
10:45 153

Jan. 13
830 167
10:45 123

Jan. 20
830 129
10:45 142

Jan. 27
8:30 125
10:45 155

WOW
1/2 43
116 ?
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