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Member Care supports 
Trinity members who are in 
need due to health problems 
or who are experiencing 
difficult and stressful times. 
These needs are met with 
compassion, support, care, 
and love plus cards and 
telephone calls of 
encouragement to members. 

 

The Member Care team needs 
your help.  On Reformation 
Sunday, October 26th, 
Member Care would like to 
offer a ride to church for 
Trinity’s shut-ins.  Please 
consider if you would be 
willing to provide this loving 
service. Contact Cindy 
Wildermuth at 792-3864. 

 

Member Care also sends 
notes of encouragement and 
snacks to Trinity College 
students during exams.  But 
they can’ t without the 
addresses!  Please help.  Mail, 
phone, or e-mail the church 
office with your students 
college address. 
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Sometimes you do not know 
whether to laugh or cry.... 
Today is one of those days 
for me. It is a day that will 
be long over when you read 
this, but right now I am 
dealing with a number of 
issues both big and small, to 
include writing this article (I 
forgot about it and 
was gently 
reminded by 
Dawn) so that I 
can meet today’s 
deadline for the 
Visitor. And, in 
the very midst of it 
all, we found a bat 
in the multi 
purpose room 
happily snoozing 
on the accordion 
door. The bat was 
caught and is now 
gone, but of course we will 
wrestle and solve the issue 
of how the bat got into the 
MPR in the first place, 
along with sharing the 
numerous puns about bats, 

going batty, and so forth. 
This is not the first such 
day I’ve experienced nor 
do I think that it will be 
the last. In my time on this 
earth I have had many 
such “ laugh or cry”  days. 
It is a part of life, and I’ve 
found that laughter, such 

as in the bat 
puns, does help. 
 Another 
perspective that 
does help is that 
“ this too shall 
pass” . By time 
you read this, the 
issues will be 
resolved and I 
will probably 
have forgotten 
some of them, so 
please do not be 
surprised if you 

ask me what happened on 
this day & I give you a 
blank stare in return. The 
stuff that needs fixing will 
have been fixed and new 

challenges will arise that will 
be both good and not so 
good. It is life. There are 
good days and challenging 
days and days that are in 
between, and that also is life.  
 And, thankfully, God is 
there in the bad and the good 
and the in-between days of 
life. Our Lord remains our 
advocate even if we feel 
alone and our shield when 
issues feel like they will 
crush us. It is good to 
remember that the journey of 
life is not one that we have 
to take alone, that our Lord 
walks with us and may even 
carry us at times. So when 
you have a “ laugh or cry 
day” , go ahead and seek the 
humor and laugh. And, 
remember that this too shall 
pass, with Christ by your 
side. 

�
Pastor Larry 
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“ It was then I carried 
you”  
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Earth Keepers 
A shared ministry of St. 

Johns’ & Trinity Lutheran 
Churches 

 
Reporters: 
Trinity:    Karen Neder 
   788-6313 

 Barbara Steigman     

752-0250 

 
St. John’s:  Shirley 
  Trevor 

762-0071 
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For  President: 
Barack Obama, D http://
my.barackobama.com/page/
content/newenergy. 
Provide short term relief for 
American families by: a 
windfall profit tax to pro-
vide emergency energy re-
bates by: cracking down on 
excessive energy specula-
tion and swap oil from stra-
tegic petroleum reserves. 
*Help create millions of 
new jobs by: ensuring 10% 
of our electricity comes 
from renewable sources by 
2012 and 25% by 2025; 
deploying cleanest, fastest, 
cheapest energy sources and 
energy efficiency, winteriz-
ing 1 million homes annu-
ally; developing and em-
ploying clean coal technol-
ogy; prioritizing construc-
tion of the Alaska natural 
gas pipeline. $150 billion 
would be invested over 10 
years to be used to promote 
private efforts to build a 
clean energy future. 
*Eliminate need for Middle 
Eastern and Venezuelan oil 
within 10 years by: increas-
ing fuel economy standards; 
getting 1 million plug-in 
hybrid cars on the road by 
2015 (work to ensure the 
cars will be American 
built); create a $7000 tax 
rebate for buying advanced 
vehicles; establish low car-
bon fuel standards; a "use it 
or lose it" approach to oil 
and gas leases; promote 
responsible domestic pro-
duction of oil and natural 
gas. *Support cap in trade 
programs to reduce carbon 
emissions. 

John McCain, R http://
www.johnmccain.8.om/
climatechange/ 
Establish a market based 
system to curb greenhouse 
gas emissions; mobilize 

innovative technologies and 
strengthen economy; work 
with our international part-
ners to secure our energy 
future; create opportunities 
for American industry and 
leave a better future for our 
children. *Climate change 
policy should be built on sci-
entifically sound mandatory 
emission targets and timeta-
bles; should utilize a market 
based cap in trade system; 
include mechanisms to mini-
mize costs and work effec-
tively with other markets; 
spur research and develop-
ment of advanced technology 
and facilitate international 
efforts to solve the problem. 
For  Vice President: http://
elections.nytimes.com/2008/
president/issues/vice-
presidents/index.html 

Joe Biden, Democrat 
*5 year $50 billion project 
for energy and climate 
change to finance research 
into alternative energy 
sources and developing en-
ergy technologies. *Opposes 
domestic drilling offshore 
and in the Alaska Wildlife 
Refuge. 

Sarah Palin, Republican 
Favors drilling in the Alaska 
National Wildlife Refuge, 
saying that Alaska was 
brought into the U.S. for its 
resources. As governor, she 
signed a bill to create a 
“Renewable Energy Fund”  in 
Alaska where residents are 
heavily dependent on fossil 
fuels. 

For  U.S. Senator  
Dick Durbin, D http://
durbinsenate.gov/issues/pri-
env.clim#global 
He lists global warming as a 
priority and is concerned 
about the impact of our de-
pendence on foreign oil on 

our economy and national se-
curity. He supports mandatory 
increased fuel economy stan-
dards on vehicles; increased 
energy efficiency through con-
servation and research into and 
development of alternative 
clean energy sources, but feels 
responsible use of fossil fuels 
need to be in the mix. He sup-
ports research and develop-
ment of advanced coal technol-
ogy (clean coal) and ethanol. 
He supports a cap in trade pro-
gram to reduce CO2 emissions. 
Steven Sauerberg, R http://
www.sauerberg20008.com/
stand-eviro.aspx 
Supports expansion of nuclear 
power, development of alter-
nate fuels, protection of Lake 
Michigan from industrial and 
municipal waste, fully funding 
program protecting the envi-
ronment, increasing fuel econ-
omy standards on vehicles and 
enhancing rail capacity. 

Representative 
Phil Hare, D. (running unop-
posed) http://hare.house.gov/
issues/issueID=3598 
Supports federal investment in 
a diverse energy portfolio con-
centrated on renewable home-
grown energy sources like 
ethanol, bio-diesel, wind, solar, 
hydro power and clean coal 
technologies, putting measures 
in place to limit greenhouse 
gas emissions. 
 

We are unable to find official 
position statements on climate 
change for the Illinois legisla-
tive candidates. You can con-
tact them through their cam-
paign headquarters with your 
questions. They are: 
Illinois Senate Mike Jacobs, D 
Mike Berkelson, R 
Illinois House Pat Vorshore, 
unopposed, Democrat 
Mike Boland, D vs Laurence 
Bruckner, R 

Soon you will be 
voting for a new 
president, vice 
president, U.S. 
senator, con-
gressman and 

Illinois state leg-
islators. Here are 
candidate©s posi-
tions, taken from 
the cited  web-
sites on climate 
change and the 
environment for 
your considera-

tion. 
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 Lately I’ ve been 
thinking about golfing 
again.  Certainly I’m 
thinking about playing 
racquetball.  Who knows 
what else I might try… 
 For the last seven 
months (although it 
seems longer) my 
left shoulder has 
been bothering me.  
The most irritating 
actions are; taking 
laundry out of the 
dryer, fishing shoes 
out from under my 
bed, grabbing a 
bottle of juice from 
the refrigerator, and 
reaching the new garbage 
bags from under the kitchen 
sink.  These simple things 
should not reduce a person 
to tears!  I believe that all 
folks with rotator cuff 
problems, bursitis, arthritis 
and the like have known this 
for some time. 
 So, after months of 
“doctoring”  and tests and 
injections I am reassured 
that nothing is wrong that 
requires surgery.  Rather, I 
am doing physical therapy.  
It is kind of a slow process, 
and not necessarily 

comfortable, but it is 
helping a little already.  I’m 
looking forward to life 
without shoulder pain and 
keeping my eye on that 
goal. 
 As you will read 

elsewhere in this issue 
of the newsletter, 
Pastor Larry, the 
Council, the staff and 
I are also hoping for 
some other kinds of 
healing.  While so 
many of our 
ministries are 
thriving, there are 
many times when we 
as a congregation are 

struggling to get along.  We 
will be “ok”  for a while, 
and then when one issue or 
another come up, there is 
pain, a deep pain that has 
been there for some time. 
 Pastor Larry and I, and 
the executive team, the 
council and the staff have 
been in prayer about this for 
several months.  How can 
we heal?  How can we best 
move forward?  How can 
we most effectively live out 
the mission we are called to 
in Christ’s name? 
 Just like I need to pause 

and take care of my 
shoulder to be able to 
consider a life and a future 
without pain, we believe 
that we need to do the same 
for our congregation.  We 
all want to look ahead and 
realize our full potential.  
We all want to live well 
with one another and not be 
surprised by pain.  We all 
want to share Christ’s love 
in our congregation and 
beyond its doors.  These 
things are hard to do when 
we hurt, and when we hurt 
others. 
 I’m praying that the 
first step – the informational 
Town Hall on October 12th 
between worship services, 
and the congregational 
meeting at noon on the same 
day – will be well attended 
and that we will vote to 
accept the council’ s 
recommendation to hire 
Samaritan Interfaith, of 
Naperville, to work with us 
over the next 9-12 months, 
help us to heal, and help us 
envision a bright future. 
 

Stretching, and healing, on 
the journey, 
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Friday, October 17 at 
Schone Friendship Farm (7 
miles south of Milan, 
Illinois). Cost: $10.00 per 
person Leave from Trinity 
Lutheran Church Parking 
Lot @ 5:45pm. Arrive back 
at Trinity Lutheran Church 
Parking Lot @10pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Transportation will be 
provided by various 
chaperones. 
**  LYO will provide food 
(Hot Dogs and S’mores) 
and beverages for this event. 
Feel free to contact Robyn 
Graham with any questions 
(309-269-6500) 
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 Now that the Church Safe 
Nursery Policy is in effect, 
children over five years of 
age supervision 
recommendations have been 
suggested by the Christian 
Education Ministry Team 
(CEMT) and approved by 
the Trinity Lutheran Church 
Council: 
 It is suggested, for the 
welfare and safety of 
children over five years 
of age who are present at 
Trinity Lutheran Church 
while their parent or 
guardian is attending a 
meeting/function, that the 
child be stationed as close 
to the adult as possible. 
 Our first choice would 
be to keep the child/

children in the same room 
as the gathering.  If this is 
not possible, children 
should be in a room close to 
the meeting room.  The 
church library, if not in use, 
may also be an option.  It is 
equipped with a TV, VCR, 
DVD player, and choices of 
literature that are age 
appropriate. 

 As with the usage of all 
rooms for all events, please 
leave the room in the same 
condition as it was found.   
 When two or more 
children are in attendance 
every effort can be made to 
provide a sitter, if needed.  
Please contact Jennifer 
Jordening at least two days 
in advance for this request. 

 
Jesus loves the little 

children and so do we at 
Trinity! 
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council president! I©ve 
presented (with my sister, 
Becki Grimes), and even 
written, Sunday School 
Christmas programs (I put 
one on at Trinity about 16 
years ago with my friend 
Paula Tigerman). I love 
event planning with our 
youth - especially church 
picnics with outdoor 
services presented by the 
youth and all the fun games 
(my special favorite is the 
©egg toss©.) I have also 
taught at Leadership Lab 
and helped with Synod 
youth events.  
 Do you see a pattern 
here? It©s kids!! Ever since I 
was a child myself, I©ve 
loved being with the little 
ones (and now the middle 

 Greetings!! My name is 
Cynthia Bowen and I am the 
new Confirmation Minister 
for Trinity. Lionel, my 
husband, is a massage 
therapist and my daughter, 
April, is a sophomore at 
Moline High School. We 
have 2 wheaten terriers and a 
gray cat. I work full time for 
John Deere, having just 
completed my 27th year. 
Although I©ve only been at 
Trinity for 2 years, I have 
been a Lutheran all my life. I 
started teaching Sunday 
School when I was 18 (and 
I©m not telling how long ago 
that was), been involved in 
youth leadership in various 
forms (Sr & Jr Hi and Grade 
School groups), played bells, 
and was even a Church 

ones and the older ones). I 
consider this a very special 
Spiritual gift. I believe there 
are those God has appointed 
to help make sure every child 
is given every opportunity to 
become the person God wants 
them to be. It is this belief 
that has led me to Trinity and 
the Confirmation Minister 
position. My goal (and 
understand that Trinity©s 
Confirmation program is 
already one of the best) is for 
Confirmation to be something 
the kids can©t wait to come to. 
A program where, when they 
wake up, they think "Oh, boy, 
there©s confirmation today. 
Wahoo!!" 
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A church family or a 
community of faith is much 
more than a group of 
individuals. According to 
Phil Rankin, Spirituality of 
Young People Fellow at 
Sarum College, England, one 
characteristic of community 
is inclusiveness. Conscious 
inclusion of all generations, 
genders, ethnicities, etc. 
should be at the core of any 
community. The Fall Festival 
at Trinity certainly achieved 
inclusiveness both inside and 
outside her doors on the 
glorious Sunday of 
September 7th. Whooee! 

Thanks to all of you who 
fished in the narthex and 
contributed to or volunteered 
at the festival.  We couldn’ t 
have done it without you.  I 
hope that you can all visit the 
pumpkin patch this month in 
the support of “Trunk or 
Treat”  (see page 12 for 
details). 

The fish was one 
of the earliest 

Christian symbols.  Drawn in 
the sand to let others know 

you were a Christian, this 
secret symbol protected 
against persecution. Now it is 
a sign of the Good News to 
everyone! Inclusive! 

This is the Greek 
word for fish. 
Each letter is the 

first lette of another word that 
is a code for the names of 
Jesus; Jesus, Christ, God’s 
Son, Savior. A code that helps 
spread the Good News to all! 
Inclusive! 

Tell me what 
Ictus (the Greek 
word for fish) 

means, and I will give you a 
bookmark. Courtney 
Bensenberg knows, she 
earned the prize that tells us 
how Jesus taught us to be 
fishers of people. 

One of the most powerful 
qualities of inclusiveness in 
the ELCA community is the 
open communion table. What 
a joy to see third graders hear 
about this sacrament and 
receive communion for the 
first time. Pastor Laura will 
lead this class again on 

October 25th. Third graders 
and their families, and any 
child who has not yet received 
their first communion, will 
receive details in the mail 
soon. These third graders and 
confirmands (7th & 8th 
graders) also bake the bread 
that will be used during 
WOW, taken to home 
communions October 22nd, 
and during worship the first 
Sunday in November. 

The Sunday School teachers 
and their classes are trying to 
include the community of 
Trinity in going green. Please 
help at Trinity and in your 
home by: 

¨  Collecting pop tabs for 
Ronald McDonald 
House. 

¨  Recycling cans 

¨  Turn out lights 

¨  Recycle paper 

See you in church and beyond 
its doors, 

Jennifer 
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offer ings on  Try-A-Tithe 
Sunday and Global 
M ission Sunday and not 
from annual pledges. 
 With Try-A-Tithe 
Sunday set for October 5, 
we will have to make a 
decision as to whether we 
are going to tithe that 
Sunday.  The key to 
making a decision in favor 
of tithing is to open the 
door  to allow the Holy 
Spir it to work through us.  
How do we do that?  There 
are many ways -- prayer 
being the most affective.  
However, it’s important that 
we look back at the many 
blessings God has bestowed 
on us this year and 
throughout our past.  
Tithing is a faithful, loving 
response to God’s 
abundant grace.    

 The Bible tells us that 
salvation is ours through 
belief in Jesus Christ and 
that we should tell everyone 
about him.  Telling others 
of Chr ist should take 
precedence in everything 
that we do.  One way that 
Tr inity car r ies out that 
pr inciple is through its 
global mission projects. 
 Meeting our 
commitment to sponsor four 
missionary families with an 
annual gift of $1,000 for 
each family, plus providing 
the financial support needed 
to carry out numerous other 
global mission projects is 
dependent upon the support 
shown by the congregation. 
Much of the financial 
suppor t for  Tr inity’s 
global mission projects 
comes from the special 

 Whatever  we do, it’ s 
essential that we get God 
involved in our  decision 
making.  If, with the help of 
the Holy Spirit, we look back 
and count God’s Blessings, 
we’ ll make a decision that is 
pleasing to Him, to Trinity 
and to us. 
 For  those whose annual 
pledge is a tithe, we thank 
God that the Holy Spir it 
working through them has 
enabled them to reach this 
Biblical goal.  Should they 
wish to make a contribution 
toward Trinity’s global 
mission projects, they are 
encouraged to do so in the 
“Try-A-Tithe Sunday”  
offering envelope everyone 
will receive in the mail the 
end of September. 

October  5th: L iving 
L iturgy. Pastor Larry and 
Pastor Laura will perform 
the services explain the why 
and the faith behind our 
style of worship. 
Try-A-Tithe Sunday. Raise 
your weekly donation by an 
amount the makes a full 
tithe to support global 
missions. 

 

October  12th: Habitat 
Sunday Help Trinity 
support Lutherans Building 
for Hope.  Town Hall 
Meeting at 9:45 and 
Congregational Meeting at 
12:00. 

October  19th: Healing 
Services 
October  26th: 
Reformation Sunday  
Wear  Red! 
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around the October 8th 
date. 
 
This year’s theme is 
“ Prevent Home 
Fires” .  It is reported 
that 40% of home fires 
start in the kitchen, 
followed by smoking, 

faulty electrical 
equipment 
and candles.  
Prevention 

of fires is 
important.  
To take the 
safety quiz 

and learn 
more about 
fire 
prevention 

in your home, go to 
www.nfpa.org.  
Knowing what to do in 
case of a fire is of 
utmost importance.  
Following are some 
basic tips to know and 
do: 
1. Have functioning 

smoke detectors in 
the home – 
especially in 
bedroom areas 

2. Have an escape 
plan that includes: 

 a. Two different 
ways out 

Did you know? 
 The reason we now 
celebrate ‘Fire 
Prevention Week’  has 
to do with Mrs. 
O’Leary’s cow, Daisy, 
alleged to have started 
the Chicago fire on 
October 8th 1871.  I say 
alleged because some 
reports maintain that 
Mrs. O’Leary and her 
cow, Daisy, were 
in bed early 
that night – 
Daisy, fast 
asleep in the 
barn.  Even so, 
the legend lives 
on and poor 
Daisy takes the 
blame.  So as not to 
forget this tragic fire, 
folks advocated for a 
commemoration of the 
date, asking that a week 
be set aside for 
education and 
awareness. President 
Woodrow Wilson 
passed legislation in the 
early 1920’s 
designating a time be 
set for Fire Prevention 
Awareness.  Since then, 
Fire Prevention Week 
has been observed 

 b. Someone assigned 
to help others get 
out 

 c. Someone assigned 
to call 911 

 D. A meeting place 
for everyone 
outside 

Practice this plan – 
especially with 

children! 
3. Stay low and feel 

doors for heat before 
opening 

4. Once out of the 
house – stay out – 
do not go back for  
any reason 

5. If your clothing 
catches fire – stop, 
drop and roll until 
the fire goes out and 
cover your face with 
your hands 

 
It is estimated that we 
have 6 minutes to exit a 
building that is on fire.  
Make the most of those 
6 minutes by knowing 
what to do.  Your life, or 
the life of someone you 
love may be saved. 
 
For more information, 
go to www.nfpa.org or 
contact your local fire 
department. 
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To thank our Church 
Pastors and all friends at 
Trinity is a joy and indeed a 
humbling experience. 
Thank you for visits, cards, 
with those reassuring 
words, concerns you offered 
and your prayers you have 
given during my hospital 
stay and recovery. 
Most especially I will 
forever remember the hugs 
and the love you have 
shown me. 
Thank you from the bottom 
of my heart. I feel great! 
Mary Carson 
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October  12th:  
“ Introduction to Via de 
Cristo and Companions in 
Christ”  with Pastor Larry in 
the Multipurpose Room. 

October  19th &  26th:  
ELCA Sexuality Response. 
Led by Craig Tigerman  
meeting in the Multipurpose 
Room. 

 

October  5th, 19th, &  26th:   
“Seasons of the Spirit” : An 
adult Bible study that looks 
at the Scripture readings 
used in worship for that 
Sunday. Meets in the 
Lounge. 

October  5th, 19th, &  26th:    
Faith Formation. A series on 
aiding in the faith 
development of young 
people. Meets in the Chapel 
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time of exploring Scripture, 
journaling and sharing 
experiences, guided by the 
Companions in Christ 
workbook. 

 
This new 28 week session 
will be held on Thursdays 
from 6:00 – 7:30pm in the 
Trinity Chapel, beginning 
on October 16th. Please 
contact Paula Tigerman 

We are pleased to announce 
the formation of a new 
Companions in Christ 
small-group at Trinity.  
Companions in Christ is for 
anyone with a desire to 
grow spiritually in company 
with others in our Christian 
community. It is an 
experience which has been 
described as life-changing 
by some participants. It is a 

(786-1837) or Theresa Scott 
(762-7446) if you would 
like to learn more or are 
interested in joining this 
group. 

 
You can also learn more 
about the Companions in 
Christ experience during 
Adult Education on October 
5th. All are welcome. 
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financial support for 
projects within our church, 
programs around the world, 
scholarships to our members 
and outreach into our 

Distributions from the 
Trinity Endowment Fund 
since its inception in 1990 
have exceeded $1,300,000. 
These grants have provided 

community. The next grants 
meeting will be in October 
and requests must be received 
in the church office no later 
than October 6, 2008. 
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� � �� � �� � �� � �  can attend 
Fr iendship Fr iday? Any 
senior who is interested in 

fun and lively conversations 
with four and five year olds. 

�

� � � � � �� � � � � �� � � � � �� � � � � � does it meet? 
We meet in the Multi-

Purpose Room. 

�

� � � �� � � �� � � �� � � �  is Fr iendship 
Fr iday? We meet usually 
the second Friday of the 
month. You can choose 

It’s Friendship Friday Time 
at Blessed Beginnings 

Preschool!  

�

� � � 	� � � 	� � � 	� � � 	  is Fr iendship 
Fr iday?? It’s an 
intergenerational 

opportunity for the 
preschoolers of Blessed 
Beginnings Preschool to 
meet and play and spend 
time with Trinity Seniors. 
We do crafts, play games, 
share stories and a snack 

together.   

 

from either a morning (10:00 – 
11:15 a.m.)or afternoon (1:00 

– 2:30 p.m.) session���
Do I  have to come every 

month? No. Come when it is 
convenient for you.  

 
Any other questions? Call Tina 
Hayz, Director, at 764-7220.  
Hope to see 
you there!�

Friendship Friday 
Schedule 

      Morning Session:  
10:00 a.m.-11:15 a.m.   

Afternoon Session:  1:00 
p.m.-2:30 p.m. 

Fri. October 10 

Fri. November 14 

Fri. December 12 

Special Event: 
Monday, January 6, 

2009 
B L E S S E D  

B E G I N N I N G S ’  
4 ’ S  E P I P H A N Y  

PR O G R A M  
(6:30-7:45 p.m.) Trinity 

Lutheran Sanctuary 
You and your friends are 

invited! 

Fri. January 16 

Fri. February 6 

Fri. March 13 
Fri. May 22 (10:00 a.m. 

and/or 1:00 p.m. 
Promotion Ceremony) 

discuss the lectionary 
readings of the day and how 

they apply to your 
life now. We’re 

calling this year’s 
class “A 
Month of 
Sundays” . If 

you have 

Senior high continues to 
meet in Founders Hall, 
where most senior high 
students seem to 
gather. Grab a donut 
and a cup of coffee 
or some juice and sit 
down this month 
with a guest leader to 

someone in mind that you 
would like to have lead this 
group next month, let Jennifer 
know. Together we will 
extend the invitation to 
someone new each month of 
this church school year to be 
the leader. 
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October 5th. The Nursery 
attendant is in charge of 
children from birth to age 5. 
This is a paid position. 
Please, see Jennifer for 

We are in need of an adult 
(18 or older) to replace Sara 
Hansen on Sunday 
mornings (8:00—12 noon) 
in the Nursery starting 

details, or to let her know of 
someone who may be 
interested. 
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Have You Tried This? 

(in your spiritual life) 

 
Theresa Scott draws 
pictures in her prayer 
journal as she prays.  

Journaling is a great way 
to enhance your prayer 

life. 
Replacing writing with 

drawing adds an element 
of freedom to your 

prayer time. 

 

Try It Today! 
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 “Where are we going?  
What is next?  How is our 
path so straight one day and 
curvy or backtracking the 
next day?  How is it that 
some processes that could be 
so simple seem so 
complicated or 
burdensome?”  
 These questions could 
have been asked in the 
church in Jesus time or be 
asked in present day.  Most 
recently, these questions 
have been asked by our 
Pastors, Trinity Council, and 
staff.  After carefully and 
prayerfully pondering our 
history, our current 
challenges and opportunities 
for the future, Pastor Larry 
and Pastor Laura began 
conversations with the 
executive team of the Trinity 
Council about hiring a 
consultant to work with our 
congregation.  Concerns 
quickly surfaced about a 
negative experience with the 
Alban Group as consultants 
about 10 years ago. 
 Pastor Larry and Pastor 

Laura researched consulting 
groups in our area and beyond, 
looking at synod possibilities 
and beyond them.  After 
interviews and follow-up 
conversations with two groups, 
they proposed working with 
Samaritan Consulting Services, 
a branch of Samaritan 
Interfaith of Naperville. http://
samaritancenter.org/services/
samaritanconsulting.cfm 
 This business works 
specifically with faith 
communities, churches, and 
pastors and has a wealth of 
resources for our congregation.  
They would work with pastors 
and staff, council and team 
leaders, and the congregation 
as a whole through the process.  
They have listening sessions 
and offer specific training and 
direction based on their 
findings.  They would work 
with us to learn new ways of 
relating with one another.  And, 
based on the gifts, abilities, and 
calling of Trinity in mission, 
they would help us envision 
our mission for the future. 
 The cost for Samaritan 

Consulting Services, 
specifically the work of 
Nancy E. Sayer, M.S., LCPC 
(Director) and Blaine Rader, 
M.Ed., M.Div., M.S.A., 
Ph.D., is $8,500 plus lodging 
and mileage.  Trinity Council 
has proposed plan for paying 
for this from year’s budget 
and in 2009, as a result of 
savings realized in a staff 
restructuring this year.  The 
Council has chosen to have 
this come for a 
congregational vote so that 
the purpose and plan can be 
clear. 
 The congregation is invited 
to a Town Hall informational 
meeting between worship 
services in Founder’s Hall on 
October 12th, and to the 
Special Congregational 
Meeting, following second 
worship, at 12 noon in the 
Sanctuary on the same day.  
Please include the 
congregation, our pastors, 
staff, and leaders in your 
prayers as we look to a bright 
future serving Christ in 
mission together. 
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Prayer partners is a group 

of people who come 
together to pray for 
themselves and for others 
who are in need of prayers, 
and for concerns in the 
world, in the community, in 
the church and in the home. 
The Trinity members who 
participate can differ from 
week to week according to 
individual schedules and to 
concerns the Trinity 
member may have. It is a 
group that is open and 
welcoming to anyone who 
wishes to come and pray.  

The Prayer team has 
listed the following goals 
for prayer partners: 
1. to give and receive 

support in prayer 
2. to enlarge thoughts of 

what to pray for 
3. to gain comfort in 

praying out loud (silent 
prayer partners always 
welcome) 

4. to deepen relationships 
within the church 

 
Please consider setting 

aside this specific time to 

talk with your God. 
We would love to have 

you join us on Mondays 
at 8:15 am or on Fridays 
at 1:00 pm. You may 
come once in awhile or 
you may come every 
time--Prayer Partners will 
welcome you.. 



Trinity Blood Drive 
 

Donors! Please don’ t give 
blood after October 6th.  
Trinity’s blood drive is 

December 1st and we need 
you. 
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Marty’s Place Returns  

 

Friday, October 17th  
 

5:00—10:00pm  
 

in the Multipurpose 
Room! 

  

Food, cool music, and 
more! Come when you 
can and go when you 

wish! 

Flu Shot Clinic 
 

Wednesday, November 5th  

9:00—11:00 AM 

Multi-purpose Room 

 

FREE for Medicare B 
recipients only 

$30.00 for non-recipients 
(Medicare Advantage need 

to pay for the shot and 
submit to their  

insurance for 
reimbursement)  

$40.00  for Pneumonia 
shots   

FluMist will only be given 
at the VNHA office 

 

VNHA office hours for flu 
immunizations  

will be 8—5  

Monday—Friday during 
October 

 

Call 779-7600 for more 
information 

 
Bring your Medicare 

card  

Salvation Army Dinner 

October 7th 
To volunteer to help serve 
or donate food items please 

contact Theresa Scott at 
762-7446 

Trinity Supper Club 
 

Tuesday, October 21st 

5:30 p.m. 
Join us for dinner and a 

program (TBA) 
Tickets are $7.00 and may 

be purchased during 
fellowship Sunday, October 

12th & 19th or call Irma 
French at 764-3698 

Up ‘N Adam, Eve 
 

Wednesday, October 1st  
at 8:30 a.m.  

Rev. Ron Quay, director of 
Churches United, presents 

“Churches United. It’s 
Mission and Purpose.”   

Tickets $3.00  
Sunday September 21st and 
28th in Founders Hall or call 
either Julie at 762-3624 or 

Al at 762-1734. 

Up All Night!  a Confirmation event. 
When: Saturday, October 4th Where: the Pepsico Center / Augustana College 

Star ting Time: 7:00 pm Cost: TBA 

For : All 7th and 8th grade students. They may bring 1 friend. 
 

This is a fun event with activities presented by college students from Augustana. It is usually 
an overnighter, and will be again if we can find enough adult (over 21) chaperones. Please 

call Cyn Bowen (309-230-1742) for more information.�

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

This wonderful 
ministry is a great 
way to use gifts of 

needlework to 
bring comfort to 
those who are 

struggling and joy 
to those celebrating 

significant events in life.  

The group meets again at 
10:30 am on Monday, 

October 13th in the lounge 

 All are welcome.  
If you’d like to learn more 

about Shawl Ministry or are 
interested in participating, call 

Julie, 762-3624. 

Congregational Fall Clean-Up & 
Potluck 

 

October 25th 

Clean-up from 8:00—11:30 

Potluck from 11:30—1:00 
 

Please bring yard tools 
and a dish to pass. The 

main dish and 
beverages will be 

provided.  
Contact Kathy 

Meyer with any 
questions at  

 762-0575. 
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Trunk or Treat at Trinity GLOWS 
Sunday, Oct. 26th 5:00-7:00 pm 

Families, Friends, and Neighbors of Trinity 
Church! 

Trinity is hosting our third Trunk or Treat! We 
want to fill our parking lot with parents, 

grandparents, aunts, uncles, and grown-ups who 
care about kids with decorated cars full of treats! 
(The traveling trophy will be awarded  again to 

one of the cars.) 
There will be dinner, crafts, 

stories, and of course, 
TRICK OR TREATING! 
Costumes needed for 

kids and fun for 
adults! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fr i Sat 
1** 
8:30 UpNAdam, 
Eve 
3:30 CYSN Board 
6:30 WOW 
7:30 Trinity Choir 

2 
12:30 Ruth Unit 
4:00 Com./Women 
of the Bible Study 
6:30 Praise Ens. 
7:00 Memorial 
Team 

3 
1:00 Partners in 
Prayer 
 

4 
9:00 Greening of the 
Congregation 
10:30 Chronic Pain 
Confirmation Lock-In 

5  Try-A-Tithe Sunday 
8:30 Worship w/Comm. 
9:45 Learning 
10:45 Worship w/Comm. 

6 Endowment Request 
Deadline 
8:15 Partners in Prayer 
11:30 Human Resources 
4:00 Staff Meeting 
4:00 Member Care 
6:30 LYO Team Visioning 

7 
9:00 WELCA Board 
4:30 Executive Board 
6:00 Salvation Army 
Dinner 
6:15 Member Care Cards 
7:00 1st Tuesday 

8** 
7:00 Trinity Choir 

9 
4:00 Com./Women 
of the Bible Study 
5:00 Girl Scouts 
6:30 Praise Ens. 

10 
10:00 Friendship 
Friday 
1:00 Part. In Prayer 
1:00 Friendship Friday 
6:00 Wedding 
Rehearsal 

11 
4:00 Wedding 
 

12 
8:30 Worship w/Comm. 
9:45 Town Hall Meeting 
10:45 Worship w/Comm 
11:45 Dine & Dash 
12:00 Congregational Meeting 

13 Visitor Deadline 
 8:15 Part. In Prayer 
10:30 Prayer Shawl 
1:30 Staff 
4:00 Member Care 

14 
6:30 Church Council 
6:30 Girl Scouts 

15** 
12:00 Prayer 
Partner Team 
6:30 WOW 
7:30 Trinity Choir 
8:30 LSSI 

16 
12:00 TLC 
Bookclub 
4:00 Com./Women 
of the Bible Study 
6:00 Sarah Unit 
6:30 Praise Ens. 
7:15 Anna Unit 

17 
1:00 Part. In Prayer 
5:45 LYO Hayrack 
Ride 
7:00 Marty’s Place 

18 
9:00 New Member 
Class 
10:30 Chronic Pain 

19 Healing Services 
8:30 Worship w/Comm. 
9:45 Sunday School 
10:45 Worship w/Comm  
 

20 
8:15 Part. in Prayer 
9:00 Lydia Unit 
1:30 Staff Meeting 
 

21 
5:30 Trinity Supper Club 
6:30 Blessed Beginnings 
Board 
7:30 Endowment 

22** 
11:00 Strength for 
the Journey 
7:00 Trinity Choir 

23   
4:00 Com./Women 
of the Bible Study 
6:30 Praise Ens. 

24 
1:00 Part. In Prayer 
 

25 
8:00 Congregational 
Fall Clean Up 

26 Reformation Sunday 
 8:30 Worship w/Comm.  
9:45 Learning 
10:45 Worship w/Comm 
LYO Carnation Sale 
5:00 Trunk or Treat 

27 
8:15 Part. In Prayer 
1:30 Staff 
2:30 CYSN-ex/Finance 
7:00 Good Book Club 

28 
 

29** 
7:00 Trinity Choir 

30 Bless. Beg. 
Halloween 
Parties 
4:00 Com./Women 
of the Bible Study 
6:30 Praise Ens. 

31 Bless. Beg. 
Halloween Parties 
1:00 Part. In Prayer 

 

 
**These events occur each Wednesday at the same time unless otherwise noted: 
1:00 Wed.@One 
5:15 Handbells 
6:30 Confirmation 
7:30 LYO 
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1Ð Mary Palomaki, Bruce 
Peterson 
2Ð Glenda DeVolder, Angela 
Henderson, Corey 
Henderson, James 
Horstmann, Dora Leedy, 
Karen Petersen, Leona Rakus 
3Ð Pastor Larry Conway, 
Paul Davis, Larry Lamont 
4Ð Stephanie Hunt, Elizabeth 
Schimmel 
5Ð Grey Giovanine, Pastor 
Laura Koppenhoefer, Richard 
Priggie, Bonnie Stephenson 
6Ð Cynthia Fowler, Judith 
Johnson, Tristen Lindbeck, 
Caden Prybil, Annalise Smith 
7Ð Violet Johnson, Herbert 
Schultz Jr, Brent VanDamme 
8Ð James Henderson, 
Richard Medd, Danielle 
Thomas, Emily VanHyfte 
9Ð Bernice Deem, Nancy 
Faust, Tom Scott 
10Ð Courtney Carson, 
Patricia Kleinsmith, Alan 
Rosenberg 

11Ð Todd DeVolder, Adelyne 
Hotle, Erica Koppenhoefer 
12Ð Kenneth Dechert, Ronald 
Decker, Derek Johnson, Linda 
Milton, Kelly Peterson 
13Ð Katherine Bodenbender, 
Bernard Gregory, Marjorie 
Martin, Peter Nyman, Patricia 
Smith, Paula Tigerman 
14Ð Eric Sandberg, Dallas 
Skiles, Laura Williams 
15Ð Emily Allison, Matthew 
Buckles, Bev Graham, 
Andrea Mears, James 
Ribbeck 
16Ð David Priggie, Craig 
Thatcher 
17Ð Perry Bicknell, Jacob 
Blew, Mollie Blew, Jared 
Phillips, Donna Schoeck, 
Craig Vana 
18Ð Wynn Fitzpatrick, 
Sheleigh Klundt 
19Ð Marie Gellerstedt, 
Abigail Hancock, Kylen 
Hansen, Jacquelyn Judickas 

20Ð Julie Dean-McCurdy, 
Beth Schrup, Cosette Thoms 
21Ð Elizabeth Nelson, Torri 
Sutter 

22Ð Isabelle Brown 
23Ð Penny Conte, Duane 
Saunders 
24Ð Deborah Feldman, David 
Fowler, Pauline Jackson, 
Nicholas Mundt, Gretchen 
Peters 
25Ð Christy Bender, Patricia 
Fox, Jennifer Urbain, Irene 
Watt 
26Ð Mary Cullen Christine 
Dieckman, Daniel Priggie, 
Michael Thoms 

27Ð Janet Lampasona 

28Ð Karen Davis 

29Ð Angela Varner 
30Ð Alberta Medd, Norm 
Moline, Emily Spidle 
31Ð Dawn Dawson-Ecker, 
Heather Martin 

ªThe Lutheran Handbook 
for Pastorsº 

 
From the creators of ªThe 
Lutheran Handbookº now 
comes ªThe Lutheran 
Handbook for Pastors. From 
accepting your first call to 
knowing when and how to 
retire, this book provides a 
ton of valuable information 
for anyone considering 
becoming a pastor, or those 
who want to gain a whole 
new appreciation for 
everything pastors do. 

 

The TLC Book Club meets 
again on October 16th at 
noon in the lounge to 
discuss ªNinety Minutes in 
Heavenº by Don Piper.  The 
Good Book Club meets 
October 27th at 7:00 pm in 
the lounge to discuss ªThe 
Welsh Girlº by Peter Ho 
Davies. 

 
 Join any of the discussion 
groups.  We enjoy 
welcoming new members! 
Library Lines is written by 
volunteers from Trinity 
Church.  A review of 

anything from our church' s 
library, including videos is 
welcome.  The sign-up sheet 
is in the library next to the 
computer. Reviews from the 
children' s and youth 
sections are also welcome. 
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Question and answer session continues.  
Confirmed members will vote on the Council' s 
proposal to hire Samaritan Interfaith Consulting 
to work with our congregation.  (If you can' t 
attend both sessions ± be sure to attend this one 
to vote!) 

 
LYO will have light snacks available in 
Founder' s Hall prior to the Special 
Congregational meeting.  Donations will be 
accepted to support their trip to the 2009 ELCA 
Youth Gathering in New Orleans  
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Come and learn more about the proposal 
for Samaritan Interfaith Consulting to 
work with our congregation.  Ask 
questions.  Get information about funding.  
Look forward to a great future for Trinity! 

 

 

See page 10 for a corresponding article. 
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