
� � � � � � � � � 	 
 � � � � � � � 
 � � � �

Who is working with us 
from this consulting 
group?  Nancy Sawyer and 
Blaine Rader are our 
primary consultants.  Jeff 
Fricke is shadowing the two 
of them for some of this 
process.  You can learn 
more about Nancy and 
Blaine on the Samaritan 
Interfaith web site http://
www.samaritancenter.org/
about/staff.cfm 

Who has par ticipated in the 
listening sessions in 
November?  Most of the 
ministry team leaders, all of 
the council, and the staff have 
already been through the 
listening session. 

How can I  par ticipate in a 
listening session?  Sign up 
by contacting the church 
office by phone at 762-3624 
or email at 
office@trinitylutheranmoline.

org.  There are 4 sessions on 
Saturday, December 13th.  We 
hope to have people across 
the age-span represented. 

How much does this cost 
and how are we paying for  
this? The cost totals $8,500 
plus expenses of 6 to 9 trips – 
approx. $9,500 to $10,000 
total over two years. 25% was 
due in November, 50% is due 
at the ½ way point in March 

(Continued on page 7) 
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“ Trinity is a good group 
trying to be better.”   

 

“ I see no major problems.”  

 
These quotes come from 
Rev. Blaine Raeder, one of 
the consultants from 
Samaritan 
Consulting 
Services. He, 
along with Nancy 
Sayer, has begun 
working with us to 
“be better”  and to 
move forward. 
These comments 
are part of their 
initial impressions, 
after having met 
with team leaders, staff, and 
Council. I am sharing this 
with you to help keep you 
informed about the process, 
which will be ongoing. 

The next step is to 
continue the listening 
process. On Saturday, 
December 13th, we have 
set up 4 sessions for 
congregation members to 
meet with Blaine and 
Nancy.  This listening 
time, for groups of 8—10, 

will include both 
written and oral 
sharing, along 
with a 
standardized 
church 
assessment form. 
Please 
prayerfully 
consider 
attending one of 
these sessions. 

You can sign up for one of 
the sessions by contacting 
the church office.  
In January we will hear 
the completed results of 
the listening sessions, with 

a series of recommendations 
from Samaritan.  Following 
these recommendations, we 
begin the implementation 
phase; to develop a clear 
vision for Trinity for 2009 
and beyond. In this phase, I 
get to keep the promise I 
made to follow through on 
the plan. I look forward to 
your help and support during 
this phase. 
Thank you for taking the 
time to read this, thanks to 
those who have and those 
who will sign up for the 
listening sessions on the 
13th, and thank you for the 
honor of serving God in this 
place! 

 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Pastor Larry 
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We want to hear your 
voice. Sign up for a 

listening session today! 
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Earth Keepers 
A shared ministry of St. 

Johns’ & Trinity Lutheran 
Churches 

 
Reporters: 
Trinity:    Karen Neder 
   788-6313 

 Barbara Steigman     

752-0250 

 
St. John’s:  Shirley 
  Trevor 

762-0071 
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"Maybe Christmas," he 
thought, "doesn't come from 
a store. Maybe Christmas 
perhaps means a little bit 
more!" 
- from How The Grinch 
Stole Christmas by Dr. 
Suess 
 Do you tend to look 
forward to the holiday 
season with dread instead of 
joy?  Does the idea of 
shopping and fighting 
crowds and overspending 
and entertaining and 
cooking and wrapping and 
decorating make you want 
to crawl under the covers 
and not emerge until 
Epiphany?  With the 
economy at an all time low 
and the very real threat of 
climate change staring us in 
the face it may be time to 
re-evaluate how we 
celebrate the holidays.   
 What can we do to restore 
the real joy of Christmas 
that we know is buried 
under the consumerism that 
we have come to accept as 
Christmas? 
 Simply put—simplify.  
As Gerald Iversen says in 
the booklet, “Whose 
Birthday Is It, 
Anyway?”  (published by 
Alternatives for 
SimpleLiving.org - both 
Trinity and St. John’s have 
copies), “A consumer 
Christmas leads to stress 
and debt.  Simplicity leads 
to generosity. It leaves room 
for more joy.  It is such a 
joy to get the burden of stuff 
off our shoulders.”   And 
simplicity is good for our 
earth, no question. 
 Enter “Alternative 
Giving” .  This is not a new 
concept but one that, given 
the economy and the state of 
our environment, is at the 
forefront of a lot of people’s 
minds as of late. 

Wikipedia.org defines it as 
such: Alternative giving is a 
form of gift giving in which 
the giver makes a donation to 
a charitable organization in 
the recipient’s name, rather 
than giving an item. 
 Simple, right?  And 
alternative giving fits us as 
Christians in so many ways. 
It fits with Jesus’  call for us 
to help the poor and needy. It 
fits with our responsibility to 
use only what we need so that 
all may have enough. And it 
fits with our responsibility to 
care for God’s creation - our 
home, our earth. 
 So—where do we start?  
There are thousands of cool 
opportunities to give in 
someone’s name and in our 
era of the World Wide Web, 
accessing these opportunities 
has never been easier.  I have 
a few of my favorites to share 
with you here: 
¨ Heifer International - 
(www.heifer.org <http://
www.heifer.org> ) Heifer’s 
mission is to work with 
communities to end hunger 
and poverty and to care for 
the earth. Their strategy is to 
“pass on the gift” - the gift 
being the offspring of 
whatever animal they 
received, e.g. cows, 
chickens, goats, bees, etc.  
How fun to receive a share 
of a llama for Christmas! 

¨ ELCA Good Gifts - 
(www.elca.org/giving 
<http://www.elca.org/
giving> ) This is a lot like 
Heifer’s project but is 
sponsored by the Lutheran 
Church and includes more 
than just giving animals.  
Your gift may build a water 
reservoir, help with disaster 
response, provide tuition for 
a child in a Lutheran school 
in the Holy Land or support 
a young adult in global 
mission. 

¨ Kiva - (www.kiva.org 
<http://www.kiva.org> ) Kiva 
is the world©s first person-to-
person micro-lending website, 
empowering individuals to 
lend directly to unique 
entrepreneurs in the 
developing world. You can 
lend as little as $25.00 to the 
person or group of your 
choice and keep track of how 
they are doing with updates 
from the field partners in their 
country. And the best part is 
that when the loan is repaid, 
you can re-loan your money 
to someone else! Gift 
certificates are available and 
make great gifts. 

¨ Lutheran World Relief - 
(www.greatergift.org <http://
www.greatergift.org> ) 
SERRV International, a 
nonprofit organization that 
has worked to alleviate 
poverty for more than 55 
years, works together with 
LWR to provide a catalogue 
of fair trade items from 
artisan and farmer groups in 
36 countries around the 
world.  While this may not be 
considered Œalternative 
giving as defined above, it’s a 
great way to be sure that the 
Œstuff you buy is traded 
fairly.  And don’ t forget 
LWR’s Fair Trade chocolate 
and coffee! 

 And, of course, there’s tons 
of green, simple gift giving 
ideas that don’ t involve Œstuff 
- gift cards for your nephew to 
download music on his I-pod, 
concert/movie tickets, gas/
grocery cards, heartfelt letters 
or promises of time spent 
together (think: take the whole 
family bowling or skating).  Or 
why not choose an alternative 
giving charity as a family and 
donate together? Let us know 
what your alternative gift 
giving ideas are - and 
experience the joy that truly is 
Christmas! 

See page 7 in this edition 
of the Visitor for more 
information about what 
our Social Action Ministry 
Team is doing to make it 
easy for you to give 
through ELCA Good Gifts 
this year. 
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SAVE THE DATE:  

All Senior High & Junior High Youth 

Northern Illinois Synod Ski Trip 
 

When: Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Jan. 19, 2009 

Where: Chestnut Mountain Resort, Galena, Illinois 

Cost:  

¨ Lift Only - $25.00 

¨ Lift, Lessons and Rental - $45.00 

¨ Meal Deal - $7.00 
Transportation provided by chaperones. Adult 
chaperones needed both for transportation and skiing. 

Contact Robyn Graham for additional information. 

LYO Progressive Dinner 
 

after WOW  

January 7th  

7:15pm 

 
Please let Robyn Graham 

know if your family can be a 
host for this event. 

 As I write this, I am still 
a week away from the 
Thanksgiving rush and then 
the rapid fire approach of 
days through December.  As 
I write this, I’m slowing 
down.  Taking a breath.  I 
want to feel what this is 
like.  A moment to relax. 
 I don’ t want the next 
time I stop to breathe to be 
some time in January of 
2010.  I think this will take 
some planning.  I don’ t 
think I am necessarily 
busier than other folks.  
And, I don’ t think I deserve 
a break more than anybody 
else does.  However, if 
being too busy to breathe is 
catching, then I think we 
have some sort of “year-
round”  malady, and we all 
have caught it.  (I wonder if 
it helps if we wash our 
hands more frequently…) 
 This year we have 
incorporated a few ways for 
us to “breathe”  as a 
congregation.  There is 
midweek advent worship, 
with wonderful worship 
drama, and fellowship and a 
servant project following.  

There are listening sessions 
with the consultants from 
Samaritan Consulting.  
There is yoga.  There is the 
Christmas story told to 
everyone by our children.  
There are wonderful 
learning opportunities 
during each week. 
 And, it just gets better.  
While we remember to 
“breathe” , we wait for 
breath – the breath 
of the Christ 
child, 
wrapped in 
cloths and placed 
in the manger.  
This breath, given for us 
makes the difference in our 
lives.  This breath of 
Emmanuel, God with us, is 
our salvation.  This Breath 
says, “You are loved.  You 
are my child in whom I am 
well pleased.  Slow down.  
Take a breath.  Wait for me, 
for I am coming.”  
 Years after that first 
breath in the stable, Jesus 
drew his last breath, and 
then three days later 
breathed again, so that we 
would have new life.  

Before he ascended into 
heaven he showed up where 
the disciples were gathered.  
They were scared – perhaps 
even holding their breath 
they were so worried about 
what would happen next.  
Jesus showed up with those 
barely breathing brothers.  
He proved it was himself – 
showing his wounds.  Then 

he breathed on them!  
He empowered 
them!  The 
Breath of Life, 

God’s very self, 
breathed on them!  

He sent them to serve 
in his name. 
 Stop a minute.  Sit still.  
Wait for it.  Are you 
breathing?  This breath of 
life is in you!  We can’ t 
hold this breath in!  It is 
meant to share!  And, it is 
worth waiting for again and 
again.  Here comes the 
breath of the baby in the 
manger. 
 

Listening for the breath of 
God on the journey, 
�
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information from the 
©learning Sundays© so the 
kids have a cumulative 
review of their lessons. It©s 
rather fun and good way to 
remember the stories! 
 The 7th grade prayer 
retreat was held Nov. 15th 
at Camp Abe Lincoln. Our 
7th Graders learned about 
the various types and styles 
of prayer and wrote the 
prayers offered at the 10:45 
service on Nov. 16th. 
Up Coming plans include: 
¨  A Sardines evening (a 

game similar to hide 
and seek) will be 
scheduled in December.  

¨  They will host the All 
Church Caroling Party 

Our Fall Midweeks are over 
and our Confirmands final 
task of the 8 weeks session 
learning about baptism and 
communion, was a 
heartwarming experience 
visiting Trinity Shut-ins and 
offering Communion. It was 
quite an amazing experience 
for the kids, the small group 
leaders and those they 
visited. 
 Our "All Bible, All the 
Time" Sunday school class 
has taken a new form. Every 
other Sunday will either be a 
learning Sunday or a Trivia 
Sunday. The Teachers - 
Dana Griffin, Janice Priggie 
and Cyn Bowen are creating 
Trivia challenges, using 

on Sunday evening, Dec. 
14th. (see ©ad© in this 
newsletter)  

¨  Winter Midweeks begin 
Wednesday, January 7th.  

¨  They will join the LYO 
group for skiing in 
January as well.  

¨  In February each of the 
Small Groups will host a 
Sunday Morning coffee 
time.  

¨  In March they will visit 
various churches/temples 
to experience how others 
worship.  

�
God Bless!!�
Cyn Bowen, Confirmation 
Minister� 
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commitment--we would 
love it if you could come 
even for this short time. 
Even if you are interested in 
joining the choir more 
regularly but would rather 
sit in the pew on Sunday 
with your family....that©s ok 
too!! Singers can join us 
during the sharing of the 
peace and then return to 
their pew right after singing. 

All singers are cordially 
invited to join the Trinity 
Choir as we prepare for 
Christmas services. We 
would welcome all singers 
(sopranos, altos, tenors & 
basses) high schoolers on up 
to join us each Wednesday 
in the Chapel from 7:00 till 
about 8:00 p.m. Don©t feel 
like you need to sacrifice by 
making a long term 

If you want to offer up your 
talents through singing, then 
WE WANT YOU in the 
choir! 
The choir is there for you and 
singing His praise is a great 
way to support this vibrant 
congregation. Please join us! 

Ron May, Trinity Choir 
Director 
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them up and 
donate it all to the 
food pantry.  We 
will talk about 
being thankful for 
our food and being 
able to help others. 
Thank you, God, 

for letting us share our 
blessings with others! 

During November, 
the Blessed 
Beginnings 
Preschool children 
will bring a boxed or 
canned food for 
“Show & Share.”  
The children will tell 
what they like about the 
food and then we will box 

Friendship Friday 
Schedule 

      Morning Session:  
10:00 a.m.-11:15 a.m.   

Afternoon Session:  1:00 
p.m.-2:30 p.m. 

Fri. December 12 @ 
10:00 

Special Event: 
Monday, January 6, 

2009 
B L E S S E D  

B E G I N N I N G S ’  
4 ’ S  E P I P H A N Y  

PR O G R A M  
(6:30-7:45 p.m.) Trinity 

Lutheran Sanctuary 
You and your friends are 

invited! 

Fri. January 16 @ 1:00 

Fri. February 6 @ 10:00 

Fri. March 13 @ 1:00 

Promotion Ceremony) 
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December  7th—21st:  
“Egyptology”  led by Brian 
Alm in the Chapel 

December  7th &  23rd:  
“Waiting for the Christ”  led 
by Pastor Larry meeting in 
the Multipurpose Room. 

December  14th: Samaritan 
Consulting led by Nancy 

Sawyer meeting in the 
Multipurpose Room. 

December  7th—21st:   
“Seasons of the Spirit” : An 
adult Bible study that looks 
at the Scripture readings 
used in worship for that 
Sunday. Meets in the 
Lounge. 

����� � � � �� 	 �
� � � �� 
 � � ���� � � ��
� � � �
 � ��� � � 
� � ��� 
 ��	 �� � � � �
� � � � 
� � 
 �� � �� � �� � 
 
� � �� 
�� �
� � 
 �� � 
�� 
 � � ��� � � �� � 
 � � 
 � �
�� 
 � � � � �� 
� �� �� 
 � � � �� � � �� �� � � �
� � � 
 �� � �	 ���� � � �� � � ����� � �
� � 
 	 
 
� � � �� ��� � � �� � � � �� � � �
� 
����� � 
 � �� � �� � � �� � �	 ��� � � � ��
� �� � � � �� � � � � � � 
�� 
 �
��� � � �� 
 � �

� �� 
 � � �� � �
� �� � 
 � 
� � �� � 
�� �
� � � ��� � 
 � ��


 
 � � � � � 
 � � 
 � � � � � � � � 
 � � � � � � � �

� � � � � � �  
�

 I’m beginning to feel like 
the merchants at Walgreen 
and Wal-Mart: the GLOW 
(God Lights Our Way) hadn’ t 
even happened at Trunk or 
Treat, and I was already 
working on the Christmas 
Pageant, � � � � � � �  
with Tricia Fox. And even 
though as I’m writing this 
article about the Christmas 
Pageant, we’re getting ready 
now to do the Harvest 
Blessing Mix in the Sunday 
school classes for the food 
drive at the Thanksgiving Eve 
service; the tryouts for 
� � � � � � � �were 
last Sunday; and there has 
been a great brainstorming 
session with Tricia, River 
Stanford, our new Children’s 
Choir Director, Lisa Tews 
and myself for coordinating 
everything in 
� � � � � � � . All of 
the preparations in these 
troubled times are making me 
� � 	 
 � � �  that good things 

are happening; I’m feeling 
hope in � � 	 
 � � 
 � 
 ; and 
I’m expecting the meetings 
with  Samaritan Consulting 
will flourish and help this 
church flourish in its 
� � 	 
 � � 
 � 
  and sharing 
the Christmas story to 
celebrate the joy of Jesus’  
birth.�
 It has been challenging 
and exciting for me to sort out 
the details of the Christmas 
story as recorded in the 
Gospels of Matthew and Luke 
and incorporate them as 
accurately as possible into one 
script for the children’s 
Christmas program. 
Brainstorming and input come 
from many like Cynthia 
Bowen, our new Confirmation 
Minister, finding confirmands 
to help Shannon Fox with the 
liturgical dance; Shannon 
finding the song, “Strange 
Way to Save the World”  for 
the liturgical dancers; River 
finding the song “Three Wise 
Men”  to the tune of Three 
Blind Mice”  for our 

preschoolers;  and wonderful 
little details like Tricia being 
inspired to use Pastor Laura’s 
49 camels (at least some of 
them) from her Fischer Price 
nativity set make me pumped 
about getting ready for 
Christmas. And by no means, 
do I want to forget “God’s 
Mod Squad”  (confirmands 
Josh, Jake, and David) who 
will be making the angel 
Gabriel’s announcements 
(horns and all) at 10:15 each 
Sunday upstairs during 
Advent to one of the 
characters in the Christmas 
story. We know God’s love in 
Christ is for us and for the 
entire world. So, may we 
celebrate our belonging and 
hear again the story of Jesus’  
birth on December 21 at four 
o’clock as a call for us to 
� � � � � � � ! 
�

See you in church, and beyond 
its doors, 

Jennifer 
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o Sneeze and cough into 
a tissue, the crook of your 
arm, or the inside of your 
shirt/blouse – not your 
hands 

o Permit yourself and 
others not to shake hands if 
so desired.  Instead you may 
fold your hands in front of 
you, and greet one another 
with a smile, a nod and the 
words, “Peace be with you.”  

o Carry a small bottle of 
hand sanitizer for use 
immediately prior to 
serving/receiving 

In order to preserve the 
value of touch during the 
sharing of the peace, enable 
pastors to continue shaking 
hands at the end of each 
service, facilitate healthy 
distribution of the bread and 
wine, and minimize the risk 
of spreading germs, please 
observe the following 
practices in the upcoming 
cold and flu season: 
 

o Clean your hands often 

o Avoid touching your 
eyes, nose or mouth 

communion (our pastors and 
communion assistants will be 
doing the same) 

o Rest and eat well.  
Taking good care of yourself 
is one of God’s reasons for 
commanding the Sabbath Day 
(a day for rest and renewal) 

STAY AT HOME WHEN 
YOU ARE SICK!  We’ ll 
miss you in church, but we 
want you to get better. 
 

Peace and good health to you, 

Julie Blew, Parish Nurse 
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Dear Trinity friends, Thank 
you for your prayers and 
support during my 
hospitalization and your 
continued encouragement as 
I recover. Thank you for the 
prayer shawl. I feel very 
blessed. Karen Zurn 

Thank you for your prayers, 
cards, and calls. A special 
thank you to Julie Blew and 
Joyce Ford for their 
uplifting visits.  

Eulalia Dunn 

�Tis the season . . . for 
shopping, end-of-year 
demands, overeating and 
extra entertaining.  No 
wonder our energy fades as 
we try to add all the extra 
hubbub into our already full 
routines.  Here are some tips 
to help you stay as bright as 
the magical lights of the 
season. 
 

Focus on the true 
meaning and reason for 
the season – it’ s about 
the birth of our Lord and 
Savior! 

Pay attention to when 
your energy is the 
highest – schedule your 
most challenging tasks 
for this time. 

Get active – find time for 
30 minutes of exercise 
most every day of the 

week.  While it seems 
exercise will expend 
energy (which it does), it 
amazingly increases 
energy for the rest of the 
day. 

Get plenty of sleep – 7 to 
8 hours a night is 
recommended. 

Don’ t try to do 
everything – Prioritize 
commitments and let 
some things go during 
the holidays.  Say no 
when needed and ask for 
help when necessary. 

Eat regularly – eat a 
variety of healthy foods 
three times a day.  Be 
careful of over snacking. 

Schedule time for 
yourself – Meditate, 
pray, exercise, take a 

bubble bath.  If you need 
to put these in your 
appointment book, do so. 

Manage holiday stress – 
stress can drain energy.  
Try to enjoy the chaos of 
the season, appreciating it 
for what it is. 

Try to simplify holiday 
routines – limit gift 
buying, say no to some 
invitations, be open to 
‘new’  ways of doing things 
(maybe it’s time to let go 
of some old ways). 

Let the spirit of the holiday 
season inspire you.  Hope 
and optimism are 
energizing emotions.�

� ��� �� � �� 	 
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Trinity Endowment 
Educational Grant 

Fund 
 

One of the special 
funding programs of 

the Trinity Endowment 
Fund Is the opportunity 
for Trinity members to 

obtain assistance in 
furthering their 

education. Grants of up 
to $1,000 may be 

awarded on a one-time 
basis for full and part-
time students who are 

involved in an 
accredited program and 
have completed at least 

twelve credit hours. 
You must have a grade 
point average of at least 

2.0 on a 4.0 scale or 
equivalent and must 
provide evidence of 

satisfactorily 
completing the course 
work submitted at this 
passing level. Grants to 

members of Trinity 
Lutheran Church to 

attend colleges, 
universities, 

seminaries, nursing 
schools and technical 

schools will be 
considered. 

Applications may be 
obtained in the church 

office. 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
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13th. The Northern Illinois 
Synod Green Team 
presented the "why" and the 
"how" of greening our 
congregations. With St. 
John©s Lutheran, our Earth 
Keepers had a display table 
and presented ways that we 

Our pastors, two council 
people and three 
congregation members 
joined with other 
congregations at First 
Lutheran in Geneseo for the 
West Conference Mission 
Gathering on November 

have partnered to care for 
our earth. Three 
congregations have 
expressed interest in joining 
with our efforts. See the 
"Cool It" articles in months 
to come for more about this 
growing ministry. 

� � � � � � � �
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-Is there someone on your 
gift list who doesn’ t NEED 
anything? 
-Is there someone on your 
gift list who is tired of 
STUFF? 
-Are you feeling hassled 
about what to buy? 

GOOD GIFTS ARE YOUR 
SOLUTION 

Donate a gift in someone’s 
name: 

-a fruit tree seedling $10 
-a check to build an egg 
business $10 
-school material for a child 

for one year $25 

-many, many other options 
Gift cards will be provided.  
Plan your shopping now.  

Sunday, December  7th &  
14th. Founders Hall 8-12. 
Sponsored by Trinity’s Social 

Action Ministry Team 

When do we get a repor t 
from the listening 
sessions? We will be 
getting a report in January 
that will include 
recommendations for areas 
to work on, such as staff 
team building and visioning. 
Samaritan will stay with us 
though the spring to assist 
us in implementing these 
recommendations. 

of 2009, and 25% would be 
due at completion in June. 
Aside from anonymous 
donation of $1,000 (Thank 
you!), we plan to pay for this 
out of HR savings. The 
restructuring of out music 
program has led to 
significant savings in our 
budget that more than covers 
the cost. 

(Continued from page 1) Can I  meet the consultants?  
Nancy Sayer will be joining 
us for worship on December 
14th and will have a question 
and answer session about the 
process in Founder’s Hall (?) 
during the education hour.  
There will be many more 
opportunities to be a part of 
this process in the coming 
year! 
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plate.  The cards will then 
be mailed back to you the 
week before Christmas with 
the name of the person to 
whom you will deliver the 
plant.  Plants may be picked 
up at the church and 
delivered at your 
convenience sometime 
during the few days 
following Christmas.  These 

Once again Trinity members 
will be given the opportunity 
to delivery poinsettias from 
the Christmas Memorial 
Garden to our homebound 
members.  To sign up, look 
for cards in the pew racks 
during December.  Just write 
your name and address on 
the back of the card and 
place it in the collection 

poinsettias are very 
meaningful for members of 
our Trinity family who are 
unable to come to church to 
celebrate the birth of our 
Lord.  Consider this 
opportunity a wonderful way 
to share God’s generous love 
during this blessed season. 
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Trinity volunteers 
helped build a 
Habitat for Humanity 
home located at 808 
9th Avenue in Rock 
Island.  The rain and 

cold 
didn’ t 

dampen these spirits.  
Deatra Payton and her 
children Ca’Shon, Damya, 
and Daniel will be safe and 
warm and secure in their 
own home thanks to efforts 
of Trinity, ILLOWA, 
Wells Fargo, the 
Augustana Habitat 
Chapter, the Amy 
Helpenstell Foundation, the 
City of Rock Island (which 
provided the lot), and the 
Rock Island Community 
Foundation. 

to abide by our Child 
Protection Policy to make 
every effort to have two 
adults present at all 
gatherings. (See Jennifer for 
details if interested.) After 
our demonstration/
discussion upstairs we will 
move to the chapel for 
closing. You may pick up 
your children in the Chapel 
after worship. This is not a 
replacement for Sunday 
school, but an opportunity 

Next year (starting January 
6) after the Children’s Word 
at the first service, 4 to 8 
year olds who have not had 
their first communion can 
go to the Temple Room (2nd 
floor of the Sunday School 
wing) to learn about 
worship with the Children 
and Family Minister, 
Jennifer. It would be helpful 
to have an interested adult 
member who would like to 
learn the curriculum join us 

to learn how to become an 
active worshipper as opposed 
to being a pew potato! Every 
first and third Sunday this 
program will happen during 
the first service. On the 
second and fourth Sunday of 
each month Children’s 
Chapel will happen during 
the second service. There will 
be no Children’s Chapel if 
there is a fifth Sunday in the 
month. 
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 � � � �

Give One One One for 
Christmas 

 

It has been suggested by 
Patty Tillman that the gift 
of One One One would 
make an awesome gift for 
someone you love this 
Christmas. 
 

Simply choose One Person 
to pray for. Pray for One 

minute. Pray at One o’clock 
each day during the Advent 
season. 
 

You may choose to tell this 
person before you begin, or 
tell them at the end of 
Advent.  Or you may 
choose not to tell them at 
all.  If you tell them, it 
could be in a Christmas 
card or in a box all wrapped 

up with a big bow and a 
note inside. 
 

It will truly be the gift that 
keeps on giving, both to 
the person you pray for, 
and to you. 
Devote yourselves to 
prayer, being watchful 
and thankful.  Colossians 
4.2 
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Men’s Advent 
Breakfasts 

 

We continue over 30 years 
of tradition. Join us for 

fellowship, breakfast and 
worship Saturday 

mornings during Advent. 
Coffee is on by 7:30 a.m. 
Breakfast is served at 8:00 
and at 8:30 we worship in 
our Chapel with singing 

and an Advent message by 
a different pastor each 

week. Worship concludes 
by 9:00. No reservations 

needed. The first breakfast 
was Saturday, November 
29th, the first Saturday 
after Thanksgiving. The 

remaining three breakfasts 
are December 6th, 13th 
and 20th. We prepare 
breakfast at 7:00, new 

cooks welcome!  

 
 Jim Scott, for the 

Trinity Churchmen 

Trinity’s Blood Drive is  
Monday, December 1st 

 

Give the gift of life and help 
Trinity make its quota. 

Sign up for your time between 
2:30 and 6:00 

Trinity Supper Club 
 

Tuesday, December 16th 

5:30 p.m. 
Jennifer Jordening presents 

“The Twelve Days of 
Christmas”  

Tickets are $7.00 and may 
be purchased during 
fellowship Sundays, 

December 7th & 14th or 
call Irma French  

at 764-3698 
We’ re looking for 76 people 

for a SPECIAL program! 

Up ‘N Adam, Eve 
 

Wednesday, December 3rd 
at 8:30 a.m. 

 
Christmas Joy 

Hosted by the Planning 
Committee 

 
Tickets $3.00 November 

23rd and 30th  
in Founders Hall 

 
Or call either Julie at 762-
3624 or Al at 762-1734 

 
No January Meeting 

Save The Date!   Parents’  Night Out 
 

Open to all parents and caregivers. 
Saturday, December 13th  

5 – 10 pm in the Multipurpose Room 
Parents can do that last minute Christmas shopping, while LYO 
cares for your children.  Watch for more information to come. 

SPONSORED BY LYO – funds raised will go towards the 2009 
summer trip to the National Youth Gathering. 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

The Prayer Shawl Ministry 
meets every second Monday 
of the month at 10:30 am in 

the Lounge.  
All are 

welcome.  

 
If you’d like 
to learn more 
about Shawl 
Ministry or 

are interested in participating, 
call Julie, 762.3624. 

 �Sing we now of Christmas! Sing we all Noel 

Of the Lord and Savior We the tidings tell   

The members of our Faith Builders Confirmation 
Invite you and yours To join us Christmas 

Caroling  

On Sunday, Dec. 14th from 6 - 8:30pm. 
We will sing carols to Trinity©s shut-ins, then 

return to Trinity for Cookies and Cocoa. 
This is a family event and we hope all those 

reading this will consider joining in the fun and 
merriment. 

It means so much to our shut-ins when we come 
Caroling ... it may be cold outside but you©ll be 

warm on the inside. 
For more information, please contact Cyn Bowen, 

Confirmation Minister at 309-230-1742. 

� � � � � � � �

Hanging of the Greens 
 

Join us as we "hang the greens" 
in the sanctuary. 

Saturday, December 6th (raising 
the tree) @9:00 a.m. & 

December 13th at 9:30 a.m.  
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1—William Bartels, 
Josephine Pulford 
2—Tyler Brown, Anthony 
Campbell, Olof Johnson, 
Scott Sandberg, Sharon 
Winters, Janet Woods 
3—Annette Beechamp Kayla 
Kauzlarich, Tammy 
Mendoza, Cindy Ribbeck, 
Kenneth Roehrs, Robert 
Schluter 
4—Marlis Beechamp, 
Sydney Hoepfner, Kay 
Linney, Sonia Nimrick 
5—Brittany Blackwood, 
Suzanne Buckles, Carol 
Burns, Barbara Herrarte, 
Kelsey Malmstead, Miranda 
Mendoza, Rose Pettifer, 
Theresa Scott 
6—Andrew Barnes, Vicki 
Corners, Reid Giovanine, 
Deborah Lerschen, John Wils 
7—William Cleaver, Merritt 
Johnson, Heidi Schickel, 
Barbara Wasinger 
8—Susan Basala, Ashley 
DeVolder, Ronald Tiedge, 
Jon Walker 

9—William Averill, Jennifer 
Roth 
10—Terrill Baner, Laura 
Ford, Henry Martin 
11—Robert Ingelson, Gracie 
James, Anthony Lampasona, 
Terri Schickel 
12—James Lohr, Jane 
Oakleaf, Ashley Rollick, Bill 
Ruggeberg, Sheryl Thomas 
13—Linda Kiddoo, Ashton 
Lee, Megan Tedell 
14—Linda Carson, Kathy 
Foslien, Spencer Roemer 

15—Molly Hankins 
16—Zack Bartels, Curtis 
Carlson, Jennifer Knuth, 
Diane Sommers, Todd 
Strother 
17—Lily Lindbeck, Steven 
VanSpeybroeck 
18—Stephanie Eckhardt, 
Kenneth Gellerstedt, Elvera 
Lawson, Steward Lyman, 
Patricia Malmstead, Elise 
Schilb 
19—Christopher Hartley, 
Heather Schmidt 

20—Darrell Good, Coen 
Kilcullen, Madeline Peterson, 
Alan Struss 
21—Rachael Barnes, Donna 
Mann, Bennett Welser 

22—Happy Birthday! 
23—Christine Anderson, 
Kevin Klundt, Mark Ribbeck 
24—Adam Dawson, Nicole 
Doherty, Linda Huys, Thomas 
Lazenby 
25—Shirley Bengston, Merry 
Bloeser, Donavon Nelson 
26—Gregory Boden, Jack 
Roemer 
27—Andrew Knox, Leigh 
Olson, Barbara Steigman, 
Sara Wildermuth 
28—Mary Kruse, Mary Gail 
Laverenz, Ayden McCabe, 
Kathie Womack 
29—Cameron Beek, Jean 
Bergland, Sandra Hansen, 
Barbara Lamon 

30—Christy Hansen 
31—Sean Doherty, Marc 
Griffin, Rebecca Grimes 

The TLC Book Club meets 
again on December 16th at 
noon in the lounge to 
discuss “Suite Francaise”  by 
Irene Nemirovsky.  The 
Good Book Club meets 
January 26th at 7:00 pm in 
the lounge to discuss 
“Digging to America”  by 
Anne Tyler. 

 Join any of the discussion 
groups.  We enjoy 
welcoming new members! 

Library Lines is written by 
volunteers from Trinity 
Church.  A review of 
anything from our church’s 
library, including videos is 
welcome.  The sign-up sheet 
is in the library next to the 

computer. Reviews from the 
children’s and youth 
sections are also welcome. 
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Advent Midweeks 
 

begin December 3rd at 6:30 
p.m. Join for the Holden 
Evening Prayer service 
followed by fellowship and a 
group service project. A 
different team will sponsor the 
project each week.   
The first Advent Midweek 
(December 3) is being hosted 
by the Christian Education 
Ministry Team (CEMT). They 
will provide refreshments after 
worship in Founders’  Hall. Join 
us as we assemble jars of soup 
(one to keep and one to share). 

Take a Christmas card from the 
tree in Founders Hall next 
week to supply items for the 
soup mix that will be 
assembled. Please attach the 
card to your donation and 
return it to Founders Hall 
before December 3rd. 

Christmas Eve Services 
All services with candlelight 

and communion. 

 

4:00  Contemporary Service 
 
6:30 Caroling Service 
 
10:30 Choral Prelude to 

11:00 service 
 
11:00 Traditional Service 
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