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By the time you read this,
we will be letting you know
about the results of the
listening process with
Samaritan Consulting and
about how the visioning
process will be moving
ahead. I'd like to tell you all
about it right now, but |
can't —since | do not know
it yet and the deadline to
write for the Visitor is
today. | strongly suspect
that this visioning process
will be like a“reinvention”
of who weareasa
community of faith, and |
strongly suspect that we will
be engaging in this process
in the February timeframe.
And where this process will
lead usis also not yet
crystal clear.

But what it will be exactly
—1 do not know yet. But
that isfaith, isn't it —
where we move ahead
with nothing for sure
except for God's amazing
gracefor usin our lives. If
you think about it, there
are alot of things that we
think we know but really
do not know for sure. We
probably can count on
cold weather this month
but at the same time there
could be athaw and
unusually warm weather
as well —we do not know.
We plan months out for
events and then those
events change in ways we
never expected, both in
joyous and in sad ways.

Thereis alot we do not
know, but as we move
forward in each day that God
has gifted us with, let us not
forget that God is with us,
that we are not isolated and
alone. We have a Lord who
knows what lifeislike, one
that we can trust and follow.
So, like following the tracks
of the vehicle ahead of usin
asnowstorm, let us follow
our Lord in faithful living!

Pastor Larry

“A Tradition for over 30 Years’

Ash Wednesday is Feb. 25" and our Lenten breakfasts begin Saturday, Feb. 28" in the Multi-
Purpose Room. (We are in the Multi-Purpose Room as WELCA isin Founders the 1% Saturday
in Lent). The remaining Trinity Churchmen breakfasts are each Saturday in Founders Hall,
ending April 4", the Saturday before Palm Sunday.

All ages of Trinity men areinvited to join with us for these Lenten breakfasts, fellowship time,
and Worship.

We meet for breakfast at 8:00 a.m. with Worship in the Chapel at 8:30. Our Trinity Pastors as
well as other visiting pastors will have the homily each week. Thereisafree will donation, and
no reservations are needed.

Come join with us as we prepare for the Risen Christ at Easter. Remember, thisisopento all
Trinity men and other ELCA Churchesin the Quad City area. Invite someone to come with
you. If you haven't been before we welcome you.



Earth Keepers
A shared ministry of St.
Johns' & Trinity Lutheran
Churches

Reporters:
Trinity: Karen Neder
788-6313

Barbara Steigman
752-0250
St. John's: Shirley
Trevor
762-0071

“Greenisthenew red,
white, and blue”. Thisis
thetitle of one chapter from
Tom Friedman’s 2008 book
Hot, Flat, and Crowded, and
thetitleis especially
intriguing and appropriate
with the recent changing of
the guard in Washington,
D.C. Friedmanisaforeign
affairs correspondent for the
New York Times and has
been awarded the Pulitzer
Prize three times for his
work.

Friedman stresses that the
convergence of global
warming, soaring
population growth, and the
rise of middle classes al
over the world have brought
our planet to an unstable
state. Theworld hasa
problem, and Americahas a
problem. Our world is
getting hot, flat, and
crowded. In 1953 (the year
Friedman was born), the
population of the world was
2.681 billion, and today it is
6.7 billion. By 2053, the
projectionisfor morethan 9
billion, with most of that
growth in countries | east
likely to be able to sustain
their population.

There isundeniable
evidence of global warming

in spite of our local recent
frigid temperatures.
(Friedman has a previous
chapter on this subject which
he titles “Global Weirding”.)
There are tightening energy
supplies, intensifying the
extinction of plantsand
animals, deepening energy
poverty, strengthening
petrodictatorships, and
accelerating climate change.
He states, “We'retrying to
change the climate system —
to avoid the unmanageable
and manage the
unavoidable.”

However, the challenges
can be an opportunity for the
United States, aswell asa
test of whether or not we are
willing and ableto lead. He
|abels this the Energy
Climate Era— ECE, year 1.
He feelsit imperative that
this country must fully tap its
resources of idealism,
innovation, volunteerism, and
philanthropy. The author
guotes John Gardner, who
said that things can be"a
series of opportunities
disguised asinsoluble
problems’.

Friedman’s Code Green is
abig project, needing a
whole new system for
powering our economy. He

proposes the combination of
energy efficiency, clean
electrons, and conservation,
optimizing these three things at
once to deal effectively with
the issues confronting us. And
conservation is where most of
us can assume the
responsibility we have to our
communities, our country, and
to future generations of the
world.

The development of a source
of abundant, clean, reliable
electrons could diffuse more of
the ECE’s problems . The first
job, then, isinnovation. Last
month’s “Cool It” article dealt
with new innovations for
possible biofuels. Friedman
sees the solution in the
invention of a source of
abundant, clean, reliable, and
cheap electrons. American
scientists and
environmentalists working to
ease some of these great
challenges can make our
country stronger, healthier,
more secure, and more
respected. We can solve some
of our own problems by
helping the world solve its
problems. What can be more
patriotic than that? Truly,
green isthe new red, white,
and blue.

Review by Barbara Steigman

(Continued from page 12)

are many other strengths,
opportunities, and val ues that
are important and needed for
the visioning process.

What about the problems?

Al seeksto deal with problems
in adifferent way. Most
problem solving come from a
deficit base (i.e., something is
wrong or something needs to
be fixed) and seeks to return
the organization back to status
quo. Al approaches problem
solving by searching for the

things that are going well; the
assets, strengths, and resources
of the organization and seeks
to build upon those as a way to
move beyond status quo into a
new way of doing things.

In moving into this process
we are guided by the words
of Paul in hisletter tothe
Philippians:

Finaly, beloved,* whatever is
true, whatever is honorable,
whatever isjust, whatever is
pure, whatever is pleasing,
whatever is commendable, if

there is any excellence and if
there is anything worthy of
praise, think about* these
things. Keep on doing the
things that you have learned
and received and heard and
seen in me, and the God of
peace will be with you. (Phil.
4:8-9). We are excited about
joining you in this next stage
of the process.

In Chrigt,

Nancy Sayer, Blaine Rader

Samaritan Consulting Services



Notes onthe Journey

As| write thisin January,
whatever news station isn't
covering inauguration plans
or the trouble with the
economy or automakers, it
till talking about weight
loss. Oprah has repented
over her eating ways, and
we are “encouraged” to do
what ever Oprah does.
Right?

Asthe month
wears on, we are
to have lost at
least half of our
holiday weight
and be ready for
amore-fit-2009.
Of coursel an &

all for health, beit physical,
emotional, spiritual, or
relational. However, what |
am seeing in myself and
othersis an even more
increased ‘busy-ness.” Itis
asif our busy-ness has
become our new aerobic
activity.

)

\
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A few days after | write this
| will be forced to ow
down for at least two weeks
because | will be recovering
from arthroscopic shoulder
surgery. Frankly, I'm more
concerned about the doing-
nothing-time (of course
except healing and physical
therapy) than | am about the
surgery itself! Can | go that
sow?
Canwe
go
slower?
Canwe
take time
to
breathe?

I will. | promise, | will.
Lord, help me to keep my
promise!

| will bereading “The
Seven Spiritual Gifts of
Waiting” prior to leading a
Sunday morning study

using this book during Lent.
I will also be breathing...in
anticipation of presenting a
Biblical journey of
breathing at the WELCA
Lenten Brunch on Saturday,
February 28", | am also
anticipating the good work
of Samaritan Interfaith
helping our whole
congregation looking at how
we breathe and serve and
grow healthy together.

How are you this month?
How isyour heart? What is
your cardiac (aerobic)
activity like?

Breathing with you on the
journey
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Confirmation
Midweeks

Wednesdays at
6:30 p.m.

Feb 4—Designing a
Worship Space

Feb 11—Special
Worship Services

Feb 18—Home
Communion Visit

Feb 25—Ash
Wednesday Service/
Home Communion
Follow-Up

Friendship Friday
Schedule
Fri. February 6 @
10:00—11:15

Fri. March 13 @ 1:00—
2:30

Our “Pizzawith the
Preschool” event was
fantastic! We raised over
$500 to go towards our
T.O.P. scholarship fund
~ with more coming
from Thrivent in
matching funds! Thank
you to all who attended!

Where does the time go?
It®February aready and
that means our
Confirmation programis
winding down for the year.
Well, if being busier than
ever is"winding down".
During the month of
February you will find our
Confirmands serving coffee
during the Sunday morning
coffee hours (including
King Cakes for Mardi gras
on February 22).

During the Wednesday
Midweeks, they are learning
about Martin Luther, the
formation of the Lutheran
church and even how to
design achurch service!! In

fact, if you cometo the
WOW! Service on February
18th, you will experience
what they have learned as
you enter the Multi Purpose
room for worship! That
evening the kids will also
offer, for the 2nd time this
Confirmation year, in-home
communion visitsto Trinity
shut-ins along with
imposition of ashes from
last year’s palm branches
that were burnt by the youth
at Confirmation Camp last
summer.

March will bring a series
of visitsto various churches
so they can experience other
forms of worship. The end

of March also brings the 8th
grade retreat - atime for
reflection on and declaration
of their faith asthey begin the
preparations for their official
Affirmation of Baptism
confirmation ceremony on
April 26th.

So you see, even though
there are just afew short
months left in this year®
program... thereisa
whirlwind of projectsand
activitiesto participatein.

And then thereis
orientation and summer camp
to preparefor...........

Blessings!
Cyn.

The wintry wind is till
blowing, but Blessed
Beginnings Preschool is
looking ahead to the crisp
days of Fall. We will soon
be accepting enrollments for
the 2009-2010 school year
for our 3 and 4 year olds
programs. Please note your
family’s special datesto
attend:

Mark your calendars...

Current students and
Trinity Lutheran
Church children:
Tuesday, February 3
through Wednesday,
February 18, 2009 (a
mailing will be going

out to eligible TLC
families at the end of
January)

Alumni families (any
family that has had a
child at Blessed
Beginnings Preschool
in the past): Tuesday,
February 10 through
Wednesday, February
18, 2009

Open enrollment to the
public: Thursday,
February 19 through
August 31, 2009

Hoursto enroll are 8:15—
11:00 am.
and 12:15—3:00 p.m.

Please stop in the preschoal to
drop off your application and
pay your non-refundable
$35.00 enrollment fee
according to the dates above.
(Please do not mail them....we
ask for them to be hand
delivered so that we can
process them in the order they
arereceived.) Please make the
check payable to Blessed
Beginnings Preschool. Class
spaces will befilled on a“first
come, first served” basis. If
you have any questions, please
contact Mrs. Hayz at (309)
764-7220.

Peace and blessingsto you all
and thank you for your interest
and support of Blessed
Beginnings Preschool.



The Book of Faithisan
initiative of the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America

(ELCA). It isaninvitation to:

Open Scripture and Join the
Conversation.

How fluent are you?
How fluent is your
family?
How fluent is our
congregation?
The purpose of the BOOK
OF FAITH Initiativeisto
increase biblical literacy and

fluency...for the sake of the
world.

Trough God's Word we are...

Called
Renewed
Enlivened
Empowered
Sent

The ELCA launched the
BOOK OF FAITH Initiative
as afive year collaborative

effort that began in 2008 to
lead up to the ELCA’s 25"
anniversary in 2012... (http://
www.bookoffaith.org/
default.aspx)

Trinity Lutheran Church will
start work on the Initiative by
designating Transfiguration
Sunday (February 22) as Bible
Sunday. We are encouraging
everyone to bring their
special, favorite Bible (one
received as awedding gift,
for perfect attendancein
Sunday school, for
Confirmation; or one that has
afamily treeinit, orisa
family heirloom, or afavorite
trandation/edition) to worship
on that Sunday.

The Children’s Education
Ministry Team (CEMT) will
be making every effort as well
to put an age appropriate
Book of Faith in the hands of
every child enrolled in Sunday
School here at Trinity church

(fifth grade down through the
Cradle Roll; sixth graders
through high school students
have already received Bibles
from the church for their
confirmation studies).
Families, watch the mail for a
letter with details. Since the
beginning of this new
calendar year (2009) the
children have been
memorizing the Key Bible
verse of the week. Our intent
isthat children having their
own copy of the Bible will
also help them know more of
the stories from our Book of
Faith. Our hopeisthat
families will also enjoy their
Bibles more together and as
part of a study during Lent
this year.

See you in church (with your
Bibles) and beyond its doors,

All sessions are Sunday
mor nings from 9:50—
10:35a.m.

February 1st & 8th:
Seasons of the Spirit, in the
Lounge: An adult Bible
study that looks at the
Scripture readings used in
worship for that Sunday.
Led by Judy Rullman.

Adult Forum, in the
Chapel: Come and
participate in discussion of
topicsraised in recent
issues of The Lutheran
magazine.

February 1st & 8th: "In
God’'s Name” atwo part

video series led by Pastor
Larry. Look at thelives of a
number of world religious
leaders, emphasizing their
personal conversation with
their faith

February 15th: John Califf
shares current topics and
challenges facing the
community of faithin God's
world.

February 22nd: Pastor Laura
begins a seven part series that
focuses on the sometimes
surprising gifts that can come
from the waiting timesin our
lives.

If these options aren’t what
you're looking for, please
consider volunteering with
our children. The Nursery
through sixth grade could use
your help...and you'll be
surprised at how much you
will learn as you help teach.
Please see Jennifer if you are
interested in serving while
you learn.
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As we celebrate Global Mission Sunday, John Califf will be the guest speaker at both
services. John has a Masters Degree in Social Work Administration and has spent four decades
in Social Work Administration and Development most of which was with Lutheran Social
Services. Since the turn of the century, he has been directly involved with the Northern Illinois
Synod in various capacities. Included in this involvement with the Synod is membership on the
Synod Global Missions Committee and several trips with Bishop Wollersheim to Tanzania,
Laos, and India. In addition, as Travel Director with two tour companies, he has traveled to over
65 countries around the world.

The specia offering taken this Sunday will be exclusively for Trinity’s global mission
programs. The success of Trinity’s global mission projects this year will be dependent to alarge
extent upon the congregational support shown this Sunday and on Try-A-Tithe Sunday in
October. Next week, we will receive aletter and offering envelope in the mail encouraging us to
support Trinity®global mission efforts. Each of us will have to make our own decisions asto
whether we will make an offering and how much. Whatever we decide to do, it's essential
that God beinvolved in our decision-making. With God's Grace through the Holy Spirit, our
special mission gifts will enable Trinity to fulfill its commitment to the global mission projects

planned for the year 2009.

Guest Speaker on Global
Mission Sunday

John Califf isa native of
Rock Idland, an Augustana
graduate, and received a
Masters Degree in Social
Work Administration from
the University of lowa. He
began his professional
career at Bethany Homein
Moline as a caseworker and
residential supervisor. Then
he was employed by
Lutheran Social Services of
Colorado, Wyoming, Utah
and New Mexico for 17
years as a supervisor,
Director of Socia Services
and Development Director.
Hereturned to lllinois
where he was employed by
Lutheran Social Services of
Illinois as a Regional
Director for 17 years.
Following that he served as
Director of the Lutheran
Outdoor Ministries Center
for three yearsand in
February 2005 was
appointed Director of
Development for the
Northern Illinois Synod, a
position he held until June
2008.

John’s global mission
involvement is also
significant. In August 2004
he traveled with Bishop
Wollersheim to the Arusha
Diocese of Tanzania. The
purpose of the trip wasto
celebrate 100 years of the
Lutheran churchin
Tanzaniaand to lay the
cornerstone for the Arusha
Medical Centre, a hospital
spearheaded by Dr. Mark
Jacobson, one of the
missionaries Trinity
sponsors. He also traveled
with the Bishop to Laosto
establish aformal
agreement with the Laotian
government and the
Evangelical Lutheran
Church of Laos. In January
2008, John led atrip with
the Northern Illinois Synod
Bishop and delegation to
southern Indiato visit the
Northern Illinois
Companion Diocese, Arcot
Lutheran Church, to signa
covenant for future work.
Throughout his travels John
has seen many Lutheran
World Relief projects
helping people better life for
themselves and their

communities.

In addition to histravel for
the Northern Illinois Synod,
John has served asa Travel
Director with two tour
companies, which has resulted
in histraveling to over 65
countries. He not only has had
the first hand experience of
visiting countries around the
world both as a representative
of the Northern Illinois Synod
and on his own, but also serves
along with Trinity member Art
Milton as a member of the
Northern Illinois Synod Global
Mission Committee that
guides and implements the
Synod's global mission
programs and efforts. His
dedication of time and ability
to these efforts make him
highly qualified to speak to the
Trinity congregation about the
role we can continueto play in
supporting L utheran mission
work in developing countries
around the world.

ELCA Missionary Families
in Tanzania

(Continued on page 7)



(Continued from page 6)

Oneof Trinity’smore
inspiring and fruitful
global mission projectsis
sponsor ship of three
missionary familiesin
Tanzania under the ELCA
Missionary Sponsor ship
Program, and in addition,
individual support for a
voluntary missionary
family alsoin Tanzania.
In 2008, Trinity provided
annual financial support
of $1,000 for each of these
four families. The four
missionary families
include:

Todd and L ori Byerly
Todd and Lori served as
missionaries for four years,
ayear and ahalf at Tumaini
University in Iringain
Central Tanzania and two
and a half yearsin the Pare
Diocese in northeast
Tanzania. Asvolunteer
missionaries they received
their support from
Southeastern lowa Synod
(SEIS) aswell asfrom St.
Paul’s Lutheran Churchin
Davenport (their home
church) through which
Trinity makes its annual
contribution. Last summer
Lori returned to the States
and obtained employment
with the American Rental

Association in Moline
where she had worked
previously. Todd, having a
strong commitment to
remain an ELCA missionary
and whose skills as an
electrician have proven to
be invaluablein Tanzania,
returned to his missionary
position. St. Paul’s and
SEIS will continue to
support Todd, as will
Trinity with a $1,000 annual
gift.

Steve and Bethany Friberg
and family
Asapediatrician, Dr.
Friberg was called by the
Diocese in the Northern
Arusha Region to
coordinate the renovation
and reactivation of fourteen
rural dispensaries (medical
clinics) inthe Maasai area
of Tanzania. In addition to
itsannual gift of $1,000
through the ELCA
Missionary Sponsorship
Program, Trinity has given
donations to several projects
involving Dr. Friberg's
dispensaries and the Maasai
living in proximity to them.

Dr. Mark and Linda
Jacobson and family
The Jacobsons have been
medical missionariesin

Tanzaniasince 1985. Mark
shares his time between
directing Selian Hospital that
he founded, community
health outreach and a major
campaign to battle AIDS. In
addition, he has been the
driving force for the building
of asecond hospital, whichis
located within the city of
Arusha, to which Trinity gave
a sizeable donation through
the Forrest A. Reid estate
plus other gifts for equipment
and supplies. The Arusha
hospital was completed and
began serving patients this
January.

Dennis M urnyak

After 26 years, Dennis
decided to discontinue his
missionary relationship with
the ELCA and Heifer
International, which involved
establishing fish farming and
doing environmental work in
Tanzaniaand some
surrounding countries. He
returned to the States with his
new wife Kari (his previous
wife, Meredith, died of
cancer two years ago) and
two sons. Inasmuch as
Denniswill not be serving as
amissionary during 2009, the
GMMT will select another
missionary family to support
under the ELCA Missionary
Sponsorship Program.

A new Visitor feature that will focus on a different team

each month

The Y outh Education Team
plans and coordinates the
activities of the
Confirmation group and
assists with the High School
Sunday School classes. Our
team includes Becki Grimes
(Council Liaison); Cyn
Bowen (Confirmation
Minister); Jennifer Jordening

(Children and Family
Minister); Lori Doroba,
Janice Priggie and Heidi
Schultz. Our tasksinclude
coordinating the service
projects and socia events
for the Confirmation group,
planning the " Affirmation of
Baptism" for our 8" grade
Confirmands, coordination

of both the Confirmation and
the High School Sunday
school programs and
coordinating the recognition
for our graduating seniors.

Janice Priggie,
Y outh Education Team Chair




appears to have a neutral
effect on cholesteral.

© *Chocolate contains

In February, many people’s
minds turn to thoughts of . .
. chocolate!! It isthe food
of comfort love and
decadence and it ranks as
the favorite flavor for most
Americans.

Did you know that
chocolate can actually be
good for you?

Y ou may be surprised to

learn that chocolateisn’t as
bad as once perceived.

Research is showing that ©

some chocolate may
provide important
cardiovascular benefits.

Here'show. ..

© Thefat in chocolate,
from cocoa butter, is
comprised of equal
amounts of oleic acid (a
heart-healthy
monounsaturated fat also ©
found in olive oil —
which raises the good
cholesterol), stearic and
palmitic acids. While
palmitic acid does affect
cholesterol levels
negatively, it only
compromises 1/3 of the ©
fat calories. Stearic acid

flavinoids — a powerful
antioxidant. Among
other things, flavinoids
may affect the relaxation
capabilities of blood
vessels (lowering blood
pressure) and may
positively affect the
balance of certain
hormone-like
compounds which are
thought to play arolein
heart health.

*Chocolate contains
carbohydrates which
elevate serotonin levels
in the brain, resulting in
afeeling of well-being.
While not chemically
addicting, culturally we
have learned to crave the
product. It hasbecome a
great ‘comfort food'.

This good news does not
give uslicenseto
consume as much as
we'd like, however.
Choosing the right kind
and amount of chocolate
isimportant. Here's
how . . .

*Choose plain chocolate
with 60% cocoa or

higher - the higher the
cocoa amount, the
healthier the fats. Milk
chocolate has
processed out many of
the flavinoids and
added sugar and milk
to make the chocolate
sweeter (and
unhealthier).

© Indulge in small
amounts only a few
times a week (about an
ounce aday is allowed
according to one
Source).

© Don't forget to include
other foodsrichin
flavinoids such as
apples, red wine, tea,
onions and cranberries.

So, enjoy that chocolate!
It just might do your heart
some good!

(For more information
about chocolate visit
www.fieldmuseum.org
and link through to the
chocolate exhibit, or to
the Cleveland Heart
Clinic:
my.clevelandclinic.org/
heart

Judy Dwyer uses 2
techniques to enhance her
prayer life:
1. Shetrieseveryday,
before she gets out of
bed, to lift up praises
and thanksgiving for 2.

the day and tries to end

the day with blessings
for her husband,
children,
grandchildren, and
sometimes extended
family and friends.

She dso sitsinawarm
and cozy chair and

readsfrom 1 of 4
devotional books.
Shesays“Itis
amazing how often
the devotion speaks
to you about
circumstances of the

day.”



Prayer Shawl
Ministry Meets

10:30 a.m.
in the Lounge
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Monday, February 9th at

Companions 3/Women
of the Bible

Tuesdays in February from
3:30—5:00 in the Chapel

change.

Please note the day and time

Up ‘N Adam, Eve

Wednesday, February 4th at
8:30 am.

Jim & Joan Ribbeck
“Global Mission at Trinity”

Tickets $3.00 January 25th
and February 1st
in Founders Hall

Or call either Julie at 762-
3624 or Al at 762-1734

more information

Start the New Year in peace and good health!

A great way to start your ‘healthy New Y ear@night be
with an exercise class!

Y oga could be just the ticket this year.

Trinity’s Y oga sessions are held from 4:30 — 5:45 on
Wednesdays in the Sunday School Temple Room.

Thison-going ‘drop-in’ class—no
reservations required - is $9.00/session
(11" classis free).

The classis from beginner level upward
and everyoneis welcome. Tammy Long

from the Davenport school of Y oga will
be leading. Hope to see you there. . ‘

Call Julie Blew, 762-3624 for

Upcoming Events:

March 7th: Congregational Resourcing Event
June 19th & 20th: Synod Assembly

PJ'sand a Double Feature
Friday, February 20th
6:30 pm
Founders Hall

Join usfor arelaxing
evening (wear your pj’s) for
popcorn, movies and pizza.
Thisisan event for families
of al children through sixth

grade.

Bring your favorite:
Pillow

Partnersin Prayer

Pleasejoin usinthe
Chapel on Monday
mornings at 8:15a.m. in
the Chapel.

And Friday afternoons at
1:00 p.m.

Marty's Place
Friday, February 20th
7:00—10:00pm
in the Multipurpose
Room!

Food, cool music, and
more! Come when you
can and go when you
wish!

Mardi Gras Sunday
February 22nd
Enjoy King cakes
during fellowship at
9:30
And stay for Gumbo a
laLarry Carsonin
Founders Hall at noon!

Trinity Supper Club

Tuesday, February 17th
5:30 p.m.

Tickets are $7.00 and may be
purchased during fellowship
Sunday, February 7th and
14th. or cal IrmaFrench at
764-3698.
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1—Jessica McCabe, Carolyn
McGehee, Mike Natsis,
Camille Thoms, Sarah
Weigandt, Tara Weigandt,
Daniel Wesemann
2—Shelley Altenbaumer,
Julia Dawson, Lindsay
Kooken, Thomas Ribbeck,
Adrian Winters

3—Rena Johnson, Steven
Nimrick

4—Robert Baner, Zachary
Cochuyt, Dale Olson, Monica
Piehl, Brayden Seefeldt,
Caitlin Timmer

5—Janis Meyer

6—Rachel Basala, Emily
Blackall, Michael Carson,
Donald Hilger, Christine
Moriarity, Marguerite Pierce
7—Theophiel Hecht, Carol
Hilger, Norma
Schweinberger

8—Eric Boster, Jon Davis,
Zachary Fowler, Benjamin
Ingelson, Amy Ochkie

9—Jennifer Bergren, Wendy
Hild, Noah Hoepfner,

Autumn Love, Lawrence
McCallum

10—Brian Alm, Bailey
Bicknell, Elizabeth Hunt,
Dorothy Pearson
11—DebraKelly, Teresa
Moore, Judith Peterson, Joel
Ryser

12—Martin Cosentine, Robert
Ruud, Adelle DeVolder,
Haley Moore

13—Happy Birthday!

14—Marjorie Possin, Aaron
Smith, Sue Smith

15—Nancy Beek, Gerald
Bloomberg, Andrew
Campbell, VirginiaDeMarce,
Daniel Frieden, Patricia
Good, Barbara Peterson,
Kathleen Trevor, Connor
Wesemann

16—Kirk Beek, William
Grimes |1, Elise Palomaki,
Nicholas Walters
17—Roxanne Croegaert, Judy
Dwyer, Jeffrey Nelson, Jaiden
Womack

18—Melissa Barnes, Emma
Tews, Kelly Vinsel
19—Patricia Averill, Fred
Langrehr, Kirsten Lester,
Shelby Resler

20—William Deadmond,
Vikki Hankins, Amy Roehrs,
Alexandria Tiedge
21—James Gale, Jeremy
Suman

22—Gregory Blew, Samuel
Cavins, Cindy Wildermuth
23—Jorel Justus, Penny
Knox, Elizabeth Ruiz,
Katherine Smith

24—Howard Braren, Marilyn
Johnson, Phyllis Sinksen,
Brian Wils

25—Janice Baner, Nicholas
Rollick, Joshua Weinle

26—Cindy Bender,
Christopher Larsen Jr.

27—Abigail Sutterman
28—Kalton Klundt

29—Richard Johnson,
Marissa Lindell, Cole Neder

The Oxford Bible Atlas
provides a wealth of
information for the reader
looking to learn more about
the places and events of the
Bible. Besides wonderful
maps which show such
things as the terrain and
rainfall of the Palestine area,
aswell asthe farmable areas
as opposed to the deserts,
you also get maps laying out
such events as the Exodus
from Egypt, Christ®travels,
and the trips of Paul.

In addition, the book
includes photos of ancient
sites as recently explored,
ancient artifacts, as well as

pictures showing what the
historical areas of the Holy
Land look like now.

Also included are a
couple of wonderful photos
shot from outer space
showing how this arealooks
from a satellite.

Lots of explanatory text
accompanies the maps,
illustrations, and photos,
and its all broken down into
topic chapters of about 5-8
pages each.

A wonderful read.

Library Linesiswritten by
volunteers from Trinity
Church. A review of
anything from our church’'s
library, including videosis
welcome. The sign-up sheet
isinthe library next to the
computer. Reviews from the
children’s and youth
sections are also welcome.

The TLC Book Club
meets again on February
17th a noon in the
lounge to discuss “The
Shack” by William
Young. The Good Book
Club meets February
23rd at 7:00 pmin the
lounge to discuss
“Becoming Madame
Mao” by Anchee Min.

Join any of the
discussion groups. We
enjoy welcoming new
members!




Samaritan Consultation Servicesinvite
Trinity's congregation to join us for
one of three planned visioning
sessions. Thisis a change from what
was announced earlier after
discussions with the Samaritan
consultants. This change will allow
more people to participate and help
Trinity discover the direction where
God is guiding us. These sessions (we
ask that you attend only one) will be
held:

Friday, February 6th, from 6pmb

9:30 pm

Saturday, February 7th, from

8:30D to noon

Saturday, February 7th, from

1pmb 4:30pm
We do need minimum of 12 people per

the table in the North narthex by the
office or call 762-3624. Thank Y ou.

What is Appreciative Inquiry?
Appreciative Inquiry (Al) isa
visioning process used by
organizations to look at the life-giving
qualities, strengths, and resources of an
organization and vision afuture that is
built upon those things. Itisan
energizing process that involves the
entire organization.

How does Al work?

A large group event is held where the
entire congregation (youth as well as
adults) isinvited to provide input into
the life giving qualities of Trinity. This
isastructured process that involves
small and large group processing.

smaller group of laity will work with
the consultants to study the
information from the larger event and
will create afuture vision for Trinity.
This then will be brought back to
Council and then to the congregation.
How isthisdifferent from what we
just did?

Theinitia listening sessionsin
November and December were more
diagnostic in nature and were designed
to get to know the congregation and
how it works. Although questions
around strengths and opportunities
were asked, they were not explored
enough to create a unified vision for
the congregation. Many of the things
shared at those listening sessions wil|
be considered in this process but there

session and we ask that you sign up at Following this event, the pastors and a (Continued on page 2)
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