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 Waiting is tough work. 
You might think that the 
simple action of waiting 
would be easy to do, but so 
often it turns out to be 
tough work. It is tough to 
wait in all kinds of 
situations, such as waiting 
in a traffic jam, or waiting 
in a line in a store, or 
waiting for a server at a 
restaurant, or waiting for 
the Christmas school break. 
And when God tells us to 
wait, well, that can be hard 
to take as well. But 
sometimes waiting is 
exactly what God wants us 
to do. To wait in a 
frustrating situation when 
we desperately want to act 
challenges us in this 
business called daily life. It 

is even tougher work when 
we cannot act, when all we 
can do is wait. 
 Maybe that is why this 
church season called 
Advent, this four week long 
season of preparation and 
waiting for Christmas, can 
be so helpful to us. To see 
the centuries long waiting 
of God's people for the 
coming Messiah, to be 
reminded of our waiting as 
God's people for the return 
of the Messiah at the end of 
time - these things remind 
us that we are not alone in 
waiting. Also, this season 
holds up the fact that God 
waits with us, that this God 
who can act and who has 
acted in history feels it best, 
for reasons we are not told, 

to wait at times. Advent lifts 
up that our God is a God of 
waiting as well as action, 
that God can be patient and 
wait. 
 So, as you prepare for 
the coming Christmas 
holiday, please remember 
that God waits with you. 
Please remember that God 
walks with you in your days 
of waiting and watching and 
hoping and praying. It may 
seem at times that God is not 
listening or is distant, but 
please do not confuse the 
patience of God with not 
caring. God cares and God 
acts, but in times of God's 
own choosing. Our task is to 
be faithful, to watch and to 
wait in hope. 

Pastor Larry 
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These values come out of our mission statement, our vision statement, and the information 
Trinity members shared with us in listening sessions late last year. They are designed to expand 
upon the mission and vision statements, acting as a guidance tool for strategic planning and for 
teams in their planning. The concept is that what we do, we do well, using these documents to 
help us focus on core ministries of our congregation. We hope they provoke thought... 
responses are always welcome! 

WE VALUE: 
 

 Our Unity in Christ Creative Worship 
 

 Learning for All Serving Others Welcoming People  
 

 Caring for the Whole Person A Dynamic Growing Community 
 

Descriptions of each value may be found at www.trinitylutheranmoline.org or contact the 
church office for a print out. 
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request is fully funded at 
$29,996, with $12,000 for 
expenses for Trinity and the 
remainder for Pastor Laura.  
The sabbatical is set for May, 
June and July of 2010. 
 Several members are 
meeting with Pastor Laura to 
begin the preparation of two 
devotional resources for use 
during the sabbatical time – 
one for children, and one for 

Lilly Endowment, Inc. of 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
recently announced the 2009 
National Clergy Renewal 
Program grant recipients.  
Pastor Laura and members 
of the mutual ministry team 
applied for a grant for Pastor 
Laura’s 2010 sabbatical, 
“Notes on the Journey: My 
Garden, Gethsemane, and 
Germany”  and it was 
successful!  The grant 

youth and adults.  The 
property team will be working 
on a plan to use the $600 that 
is set aside in the grant for 
congregational “gardening”  at 
the church during the 
sabbatical time.  To 
participate in either of these 
projects in the planning stage, 
please contact Pastor Laura or 
the church office. 
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 A few days ago several 
preschoolers came to my 
office with their parents.  
The children quickly went to 
the Fisher-Price Manger 
Scene with the Shepherds on 
a Hillside and Little 
Drummer Boy extension 
sets, plus 47 camels.  I mean, 
really, who wouldn’ t want to 
head there?!  The whole 
scene had been set up in a 
tight formation within a two 
foot square area on the floor 
on the day before by another 
preschooler.  Within five 
minutes every character 
from baby Jesus to the 
donkey was upended, all 
except for two 
camels.  One could 
say that a tornado 
came through.  
However, my 
read on this is 
that they were all 
napping.  Yep, 
all napping.  
They could rest 
easily, because 
the two standing camels 
promised to keep watch. 
 As we enter the season of 
Advent, a season of 

watchful, alert waiting for 
the Lord, quite often I feel 
like I could use either a 
“stunt double”  or perhaps 
one of those camels who 
could keep watch while I 
nap.  Holiday shopping, 
baking, worship planning, 
cleaning and more can leave 
me exhausted.  However, 
living this way isn’ t really 
faithful to how Jesus would 
want us to live our lives this 
Advent.  So, here are two 
things I am remembering to 
do this Advent.  Perhaps you 
will try them on your 
journey as well. 

 As Advent 
begins, baby Jesus 
will leave the 

manger scene in my 
study at church.  And, 

as I set out manger scenes 
at home, no baby Jesus 
comes until Christmas day.  
I choose to live in 
anticipation of the birth, 
until the day he comes. 
 As Advent begins, I 
promise to observe a 
Sabbath day each week.  
This will be the hardest 
thing for me to do.  Being 

watchful for baby Jesus’  
coming is not the same thing 
as “staying busy, never 
resting, with long to-do lists, 
and frantic preparations.”   
When I think about the 
baby’s I’ve loved in my life 
(e.g., my own children), they 
were not so concerned about 
the “stuff”  of the holiday, as 
they were anxious to look 
deeply in to my eyes and to 
see me “seeing them” in 
return, to be held in my 
embrace, and to be fed. 
 When I take a Sabbath, 
that is what I do—look 
deeply in to the eyes of God, 
be held in God’s embrace, 
and fed at the Lord’s Table. 
 That isn’ t a long list.  It 
doesn’ t need to be.  Two 
things. That is enough to do. 
I’m going to encourage the 
camels to rest as well.  It is a 
long road to see Jesus.  They 
will need their strength. 

 
Waiting for Jesus on the 
journey 
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 November 22 the 
Confirmands played chimes 
for the 10:45 service. This 
is the first time they’ve 
actually played for church 
and it was amazing.  We are 
also beginning to bring in 
guest teachers for Sunday 
school and want to thank 
Kelly Giovanine for 
teaching the Sunday of the 
retreat…it is not easy trying 
to share New Testament 
stories to a group of 
sleeping kids!!    

Greetings All!  November 
was a very exciting month 
for the Confirmands. The 
7th Grade Prayer retreat 
was so much fun.  We 
learned how to “Pray in 
Color” , we heard and saw 
God in the woods and, well, 
ask the girls what it’ s like 
to sleep with Ladybugs 
wandering thru your 
sleeping bag!  Special 
thanks to Keith and Sara 
Judickas and Chip Lyman 
for helping us this year, we 
couldn’ t have done it 
without you.    

December 
finds us 
focusing on 
the All 
Trinity Caroling Party on 
Sunday, December 13th from 
6-8:30pm. We will be 
making gifts for those we 
carol to as well as practicing 
our songs.  We invite all 
members of Trinity to join us 
as we share the Good News 
story with our home bound. 

  

Blessings to all!  Cyn.  
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This year we pushed our 
chairs back from the feast at 
our Thanksgiving tables to 
come to worship on Sunday 
where the Advent wreath 
draws us into its circular 
center for the birth of Jesus at 
Christmas. Sunday, 
November 29 inaugurates a 
new liturgical year with 
stories (especially from 
Luke), songs, and rituals that 
ground us in centuries-old 
traditions of faith. Advent 
begins with reflective 
preparations for welcoming 
God’s love among us. (If you 
did not get an Advent 
calendar in Sunday school, 
please see me for one.) 
Christmas celebrates the light 

of God’s love revealed again in 
Jesus. Epiphany invites us to 
action as we imagine ways we 
might S.H.I.N.E. (remember 
Share His Incredible News 
Everywhere at Trunk or Treat 
back in October?) with the 
light of God’s love in our own 
ways and our own world. 
     So know that you, your 
family, and friends are invited 
to come to worship (8:30 and 
10:45); Sunday school for all 
ages (9:45); Advent M idweeks 
(Dec. 2, 9, 16, and 23) at 6:30 
for worship, fellowship, and 
service projects; caroling on 
Sunday, December13; and to 
Chr istmas Eve Services: at 4 
for Families where children of 
all ages (birth to senior 

citizens) are needed  to help 
Pastor Laura tell the story, or 
to  a Caroling Service at 6:30, 
or at 9:30 for carols followed 
by a Traditional Candlelight 
Worship at 10. This year’s 
season of joy can indeed be 
highlighted with these 
choices to help you and yours 
celebrate the Reason for the 
Season, Jesus. 
See you in church and 
beyond its doors, 

 

See you in church and 
beyond its doors, 
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 Two years ago Trinity 
youth Zac Elder and 
Shannon Fox traveled to 
Tanzania for a Global Work 
Crew  -- Side by Side 
missionary experience.  
They shared stories of 
amazing experiences when 
they returned – growth in 
faith, learning about God at 
work in the world, learning 
about themselves, and 
learning about the world 
and their role in it.  The 
missionary experience 
lasted 3 ½ weeks, including 
travel and training. 
 In the summer of 2010 
another trip is being 

planning through Youth 
Encounter’s Global Work 
Crew.  The exact dates and 
location are yet to be 
finalized, but it will likely 
be to Kenya.  There are 
financial resources available 
to offset the cost of the trip. 
Trinity Lutheran Church, 
through the generosity of 
the Forrest and Betty Reid 
Estate, grants up to $2,000 
per Trinity youth member to 
participate.  The Trinity 
Endowment Fund also 
contributed $1,000 each to 
Zac and Shannon as well, so 
that their out of pocket cost 
was around $500 each, plus 

immunizations and 
incidentals. 
 Are you interested in 
this kind of mission work? 
Applications for the Side by 
Side congregational grants 
will be available as soon as 
the trip information is 
posted on the Global Work 
Crew website.  Please 
contact Youth Minister 
Robyn Graham or Pastor 
Laura if you would like 
more information. 
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All sessions are Sunday 
mornings from 9:50—
10:35 a.m.  

December  6th, 13th, &  
14th:  

“ Advent &  Spirituality of 
Song”  Led by Pastor Laura. 
Meets in the Chapel. 

 

“ Opening the Book of 
Faith”  Explore the Lutheran 
Faith using the ELCA’s new 
study Bible. Led by Jane 
Bahls and Craig Tigerman. 
Meets in the Multipurpose 
Room. 

 

 

“ Seasons of the Spirit”  Led 
by Jennifer Jordening. Meets 
on the 2nd floor of Tillberg 
Hall. 

 

December  27th: 

No Electives 
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Hayz.”  I responded that he 
was the “ tallest person in 
the world.”  Without missing 
a beat, he told me, “No, you 
know who’s taller than 
everyone? God!”  How right 
he is. 

 
Holiday Blessings to you 
all! 

 We are feeling very 
thankful in the preschool! 
Thankful for parents helping 
drive on field trips and 
helping with holiday parties. 
Thankful to students 
bringing their favorite foods 
to donate to food pantries. 
·  Thankful to Trinity 

seniors coming to 
Friendship Friday. 

·  Thank you to the 
church for their 
constant support of the 
preschool program, 
staff, and children. 

 
 As one child stated the 
other day, he climbed to the 
top of the playground 
equipment and told me, 
“ I’m taller than you, Mrs. 
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I t’s Blessed Beginnings 
Preschool Friendship 

Friday Time 2009-2010 
 

Following 
are the 

dates we 
will be 

meeting for 
this school 

year 

 
Morning Session:  10:00 

a.m.-11:15 a.m.   
Afternoon Session:  1:00 

p.m.-2:30 p.m. 

 

Fri. December 11 

Special Event: Monday, 
January 4, 2010 

B L E S S E D  B E G I N -
N I N G S ’  4 ’ S  E P I P H -

A N Y  P R O G R A M �
(6:30-7:30 p.m.) Trinity Lu-

theran Sanctuary 
You and your friends are 

invited! 

Fri. January 15 

Fri. February 19 

Fri. March 12 
Fri. May 28 (10:00 a.m. and/
or 1:00 p.m. Promotion Cere-

mony) 

See you soon!! 



agencies as a network 
system. This system is 
designed to effectively and 
efficiently link church caring 
resources and community 
needs (such as rental & 
utility assistance, medical 
needs, etc.).  Each year, 
Trinity contributes to (and 
makes referrals to) this 
program, which has helped 
hundreds of folks in our 
community who are in need 
of assistance. 

These funds are always in 
high demand, and especially 
during our current difficult 

The Chr istian Car ing Fund 
is a designated fund used 
specifically for emergency 
situations that arise within 
our congregation. This fund 
is dispersed at the discretion 
of Pastor Larry and Pastor 
Laura. It is also the fund 
from which our contribution 
and membership into 
‘CareLINK’ comes. 

‘CareLINK’ is a Churches 
United program where 
Churches United and 
churches in the Quad Cities 
area work cooperatively with 
one or more human service 

economic times. During 
December, we will provide 
envelopes in the pews in 
which individual Trinity 
members can contribute to this 
important fund for the 
upcoming year.  As this is not 
a fund supported by our 
general church budget, 
additional support must be 
secured. 

This is just one, of many, 
ways in which we are called to 
GrowCareServe.  It is an 
opportunity to for us to Care 
for and Serve our community 
in a significant way. 
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enjoy sharing their culture 
with us and want us to do 
the same for them. 
Everyone was aware of 
what a big holiday 
Thanksgiving is for us and 
they were happy to be a part 
of it. The evening consisted 
mostly of eating (no 
surprise) and included a 
short presentation on the 
history of Thanksgiving and 
different Thanksgiving 
traditions. Each young adult 
shared a Thanksgiving 
tradition that their family 
does every year. My family 
tradition I shared is 
probably quite common but 
none the less important. We 
go around the table and 
share something we are 
thankful for. I will close 
with what I said on 
Thanksgiving. I am thankful 
for the strong support 
system I have surrounding 
me, both in the States and in 
Malaysia. I am thankful for 

The month of December is 
upon us and although it still 
feels like mid summer, I am 
gradually developing a 
greater sense of time here. I 
am especially aware that it 
is December because at 
home, everyone just 
celebrated Thanksgiving. In 
Malaysia they do not 
celebrate Thanksgiving. 
However, in our first week 
here, we (all 5 of us young 
adults) made plans to cook a 
Thanksgiving meal for our 
"family" in Malaysia. We 
each invited a few guests 
that make up our family 
here and worked hard 
preparing traditional 
Thanksgiving food for 
everyone. Because of 
schedule conflicts we 
weren't able to celebrate till 
November 29. Everyone we 
invited was very excited to 
learn a little about our 
culture and our traditions. 
They know how much they 

the wonderful friendships I 
am building in Malaysia. I am 
thankful that over the past 
year I was able to open my 
ears and eyes and listen to my 
heart, which was telling me to 
join the YAGM program and 
journey to Malaysia. I hope 
you had a wonderful 
Thanksgiving and if you 
haven't done so recently, I 
encourage you to share what 
you are thankful for. The 
greatest part of this tradition 
is that it doesn't only have to 
be used specifically on 
Thanksgiving; you can do it 
at anytime. For more 
information on our Malaysia 
Thanksgiving celebration, 
please visit my blog, 
www.priggie.blogspot.com. 

Peace Be The Way, 

 

Katherine Priggie 
Kota Kinabalu, Sabah, 
Malaysia  



Walking Tip 
 

The most important thing is 
simply to set aside part of 
each day and walk.  No 
matter what your age or 

condition, it’s a practice that 
can make you healthier and 
happier.  (The President’s 

Council on Physical Fitness 
and Sports) 
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“Cool It” offers 
information on 

conservation efforts, 
environmental 

legislation, and other 
opinions or viewpoints 
that are endorsed by 

Earth Keepers. 

Shopping and Giving with 
a Purpose 

 Christmas shopping has 
begun in earnest!  Are you 
wondering what to get 
someone who already has 
“everything”?  Are you 
looking for a way to give 
something from a group or a 
whole family? donate 
together?  Here are some 
amazing ways to give that 
make a difference around 
the world!  You can see 
more about these in 
Founder’s Hall on 
December 6 and 13 between 
worship services. 
Heifer International - 
(www.heifer.org) Heifer’s 
mission is to work with 
communities to end hunger 
and poverty and to care for 
the earth. Their strategy is 
to “pass on the gift” - the 
gift being the offspring of 
whatever animal they 
received, e.g. cows, 

chickens, goats, bees, etc. 
How fun to receive a share 
of a llama for Christmas! 

ELCA Good Gifts - 
(www.elca.org/giving) This 
is a lot like Heifer’s project 
but is sponsored by the 
Lutheran Church and 
includes more than just 
giving animals. Your gift 
may build a water reservoir, 
help with disaster response, 
provide tuition for a child in 
a Lutheran school in the 
Holy Land or support a 
young adult in global 
mission. 

Kiva - (www.kiva.org ) Kiva 
is the world's first person-to-
person micro-lending 
website, empowering 
individuals to lend directly 
to unique entrepreneurs in 
the developing world. You 
can lend as little as $25.00 
to the person or group of 
your choice and keep track 
of how they are doing with 

updates from the field 
partners in their country. And 
the best part is that when the 
loan is repaid, you can re-loan 
your money to someone else! 
Gift certificates are available 
and make great gifts. 

Lutheran World Relief - 
(www.greatergift.org) 
SERRV International, a 
nonprofit organization that 
has worked to alleviate 
poverty for more than 55 
years, works together with 
LWR to provide a catalogue 
of fair trade items from 
artisan and farmer groups in 
36 countries around the 
world. While this may not be 
considered alternative giving, 
it’s a great way to be sure that 
the stuff you buy is traded 
fairly. And don’ t forget 
LWR’s Fair Trade chocolate 
and coffee! Trinity’s Good 
Gift Sales are December 6th &  
13th. 

Earth Keepers: A shared 
ministry of St. Johns’ & 

Trinity Lutheran 
Churches 

Reporters: 
Trinity:    
Karen Neder     788-6313 
Barbara Steigman  
                          752-0250 

� � � � � � � !  ! � " �
generous donation to the 
Clarence and Agnes 
Wahlstrom Memorial 
Scholarship. Without 
generous people like you, 

My name is Kelly Anthony 
and I am a junior at 
Augustana majoring in 
psychology. I would just like 
to thank you for your 

many students, including me 
would struggle with tuition. 
So thank you again, 

Kellene Anthony 
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The special offering received 
on Try-A-Tithe Sunday was 
$4,125.  Over the previous 
eight years that Trinity has 
had Try-A-Tithe Sunday, this 
year’s offering was greater 
than that received five of 
those eight years, and was 
close to last year’s offering.  
Only two of those years was 
the Try-A-Tithe offering 
larger than this year’s 

offering.  Considering the 
current economy, that is 
thought to be a very good 
response.  More important, 
however, was the fact that Try-
A-Tithe Sunday reminded us of 
the Biblical directive that we 
strive to tithe.  By increasing 
their regular pledged weekly 
offering to a total equaling 10% 
of their weekly income, many 
members tithed that Sunday.  

We thank God that through 
the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit many had the tithing 
experience.  We thank those 
members of the congregation 
who made that commitment 
of faith which will also help 
support Trinity’s mission 
projects around the world!   
 
Global Mission Ministry 
Team    
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"Book of Faith Advent 
Reflections" devotional 
books are now available 
(while supply lasts) for your 
personal or family use 
during Advent (starting 

November 29), between 
services in Founders Hall.  
Suggested donation $5. This 
excellent resource features 
daily reflections and 
activities for all ages to keep 

Christ in our Christmas 
preparations.   
Children will receive an 
Advent calendar Sunday, 
Nov. 29th during Sunday 
school. 

� � � �  � � � � � � � ! �  � � �# � � � � �
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new babies, graduations or 
family members by printing 
the information on day you 
would like to reserve on the 
memorial chart. There are 
still opening for this year 
and the 2010 chart is up 
now.  

Anyone may request a 
memorial of Altar Flowers 
or Eternal Light by 
reserving the date on the 
chart at the west entrance of 
Founders Hall.  Remember 
a special occasion; 
birthdays, anniversaries, 

If you are interested in 
serving in these ways or 
others in our worship, please 
notify the church office or 
Pastor Laura, and a training 
date can be set. 

new Assisting Minister.  
These high school students 
completed training for these 
worship leadership roles 
with Pastor Laura. 

 

We welcome new 
Communion Assistants, 
Mark Ribbeck, Chip 
Lyman, Abby Ryser, and 
Kendall Carson.  We also 
welcome Chip Lyman as a 

& � � 
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questions you have always 
wanted to ask? People 
interested in Trinity 
membership and current 
members are welcome to 
attend a "Discovering 
Trinity" class from 10:00 

am to 12 noon on a 
Saturday in January. (Exact 
date will be announced in 
the January newsletter.) 
Questions? Call the church 
office at 762-3624. 

Are you interested in 
learning more about our 
church and its ministries? 
Do you want to get to know 
our pastors and other people 
in ministry here? Are there 

sending Christmas cards to 
the Rock Island County 
Prison. Please bring your 
donations to the church office. 

Member Care is using old 
cards to create Christmas 
decorations and Adult 
Spiritual Formation is 

The first and last Advent 
Midweek service projects 
are requesting Christmas 
card donations. 
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Flu season has started early 
this year with H1N1, which 
will continue to spread 
along with the coming of 
general seasonal flu.  Virus 
hygiene precautions have 
become pretty much the 
norm these days, but should 
be practiced with even more 
diligence during times of 
known viral outbreaks. 

 
In order to preserve the 
value of touch during the 
sharing of the peace, enable 
pastors to continue shaking 
hands at the end of each 
service, facilitate healthy 
distribution of the bread and 
wine, and minimize the risk 
of spreading germs, please 
observe the following 
practices in the cold and flu 
season: 

·  Clean your hands often – 
washing with warm soap 
and water for at least 20 
seconds is preferable, 
however hand sanitizer is 
a good second choice. 

·  Please use the sanitizer 
provided in the sanctuary 
following the sharing of 
the peace, before 
communion, or following 
a cough or sneeze into a 
Kleenex or hands (pastors 
and communion assistants 
will do the same) 

·  Avoid touching your eyes, 
nose or mouth 

·  Sneeze and cough into a 
tissue, the crook of your 
arm, or the inside of your 
shirt/blouse – not your 
hands.  Dispose of the 
tissue right away and 
wash your hands. 

·  Permit yourself and others 
not to shake hands if so 
desired.  Instead you may 
fold your hands in front of 
you, and greet one another 
with a smile, a nod and 
the words, “Peace be with 
you.”  

·  Get plenty of rest and eat 
well.  Taking good care of 
yourself is one of God’s 
reasons for commanding 
the Sabbath Day (a day 
for rest and renewal) 

·  STAY AT HOME 
WHEN YOU ARE 
SICK!  We’ ll miss you in 
church, but we want you 
to be healthy. 

 
Peace and good health to 
you, 

Julie Blew, Parish Nurse 

� � � � � � � � �  � � � � 
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project.  The number of 
volunteers have dropped off 
recently and any help that 
can be given would be much 
appreciated.  Work being 
done at that time will be 
inside and will likely be 
painting, setting cabinets, or 

putting up trim. Please call 
Bob Blew (786-5890), Judy 
Rullman (762-5173), or talk 
to any one on the social 
action ministry team if you 
are able to help. 

Work is continuing on the 
Thrivent Builds Habitat for 
Humanity house in 
Davenport.  We have set up 
Saturday, December 12th as 
a day to provide a lunch for 
the workers and offer 
assistance with the building 

Sunday, December  6th &  
13th in Founders Hall from 

8:00—12:00. 

Give the World! 
Plan your shopping now. Gift 

cards will be provided.  
Checks preferred, made 

payable to: ELCA Good Gifts 

Good Gifts are your 
solution!  Donate a gift in 
someone’s name. Choose 
from a variety of practical 

and life-changing items that 
will make a real difference. 

(Choose items from the 
Good Gift flyer or a ELCA 

catalogue. 

Is there someone on your 
gift list who doesn’ t NEED 

anything? 
Is there someone on your 

gift list who is tired of 
STUFF? 

Are you feeling hassled 
about what to buy? 

� � 
 � � $ � � � � $ ! � � � �



� � � * 
 � � �

In the past few months, many have wondered what we believe as Lutherans in the ELCA. Pastor 
Larry led people in a study of this subject in November and offers the following statement of 

faith. It is found in our congregational constitution and on the ELCA website. 

 

·  This church confesses the Triune God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
·  This church confesses Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior and the Gospel as the power of God 

for the salvation of all who believe  
·  Jesus Christ is the Word of God incarnate, through whom everything was made and 

through whose life, death, and resurrection God fashions a new creation.  
·  The proclamation of God's message to us as both Law and Gospel is the Word of God, 

revealing judgment and mercy through word and deed, beginning with the Word in crea-
tion, continuing in the history of Israel, and centering in all its fullness in the person and 
work of Jesus Christ. 

·  The canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments are the written Word of God. 
Inspired by God's Spirit speaking through their authors, they record and announce God's 
revelation centering in Jesus Christ. Through them God's Spirit speaks to us to create and 
sustain Christian faith and fellowship for service in the world.  

·  This church accepts the canonical Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments as the inspired 
Word of God and the authoritative source and norm of its proclamation, faith, and life.  

·  This church accepts the Apostles', Nicene, and Athanasian Creeds as true declarations of the 
faith of this church.  

·  This church accepts the Unaltered Augsburg Confession as a true witness to the Gospel, 
acknowledging as one with it In faith and doctrine all churches that likewise accept the 
teachings of the Unaltered Augsburg Confession.  

·  This church accepts the other confessional writings in the Book of Concord, namely, the 
Apology of the Augsburg Confession, the Smalcald Articles and the Treatise, the Small 
Catechism, the Large Catechism, and the Formula of Concord, as further valid interpreta-
tions of the faith of the Church.  

·  This church confesses the Gospel, recorded in the Holy Scriptures and confessed in the ecu-
menical creeds and Lutheran confessional writings, as the power of God to create and sus-
tain the Church for God's mission in the world. 

 

About the Creed  
The Apostles' Creed as we now have it dates from the eighth century. But in truth its roots are in 
the “Old Roman Creed,”  which was used in some parts of the ancient church as early as the third 
century. Before the Old Roman Creed, in turn, were variations rooted in the New Testament 
itself. While this creed does not come from the apostles (Jesus’  followers sent to share the good 
news), its roots are apostolic (in keeping with the teaching of the New Testament apostles). The 
creed describes the faith into which we are baptized and therefore is used in the rites of Baptism 
and Affirmation of Baptism. 

The Apostles’  Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried; he de-
scended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
*or "he descended into hell," another translation of this text in widespread use.�
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Consider A New Christmas 
Tradition 

 
As Christmas cards arrive 
at your home, place them in 
a bowl or basket in the 
center of your table.  Each 
day, draw one card out of 
the bowl or basket and offer 
a prayer for that family or 
person.  Spend a quiet 
moment, asking for 

blessings upon them and 
thanking God for placing 
them in your life.  They will 
be the richer for it and so 
will you. 

 
I am praying to you 
because I know you will 
answer, O God. 
Bend down and listen as I 
pray.      Psalm 17.6 

& � � 
 � � � � � � � � �  � & � � � � 
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seminary.  We have 
approximately $20,000 
saved for this effort. 
 In October and 
November, the WELCA 
units voted to extend 
educational grants to non-
Trinity members as funds 
are available, especially in 
years where there may be 
no Trinity members in an 
ELCA seminary.  
Preference may be given to 
the following:  former 
members or relatives of 
members, individuals who 

 For generations, Trinity 
WELCA has offered 
educational grants to 
Trinity members who have 
pursued seminary 
education.  Our most recent 
seminary graduate to 
receive a grant is Rev. Ben 
Ingelson, who serves 
Resurrection Lutheran in 
Channahon, Illinois.  
WELCA’s  most recent 
educational fund policy (set 
in 2006) provides $2,000 
per year for the four years 
of seminary.  Currently 
there are no members in 

are recipients of the Trinity 
Lutheran Church Forrest and 
Betty Reid Fund for Leaders 
in Mission grant, or 
individuals with ties to the 
Quad City area.  Full time 
students may request a grant 
of up to $500 per year for a 
maximum of 4 years. 
 WELCA is now taking 
applications for this 2009-
2010 academic year.  If you 
know someone who may 
qualify, contact Pastor Laura 
or the church office for more 
information or an application. 

$1,383,000. The committee 
will meet on December 10, 
2009 to consider final 
distributions for the year. 
Grant requests should be 
submitted to the church 
office by December 1st. 

We are pleased to report that 
the Trinity Endowment has 
received a very generous gift 

The Trinity Endowment 
Fund Committee met on 
October 15th to review third 
quarter grant requests. 
Distributions of $17,436 
were approved, including the 
funding for an updated phone 
and security system for our 
church. The total grant 
distributions since fund 
inception are over 

of $150,000 from the estate of 
Paul and Beverly Boettcher. 
Thanks be to God and to Paul 
and Bev for this “gift that will 
keep giving” !!! 

Endowment Committee 

Jim Horstmann, Chair 
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Wednesday, December  2nd: Up ‘N Adam, Eve at 8:30 a.m. “Christmas Fun” . 
Tickets $3.00 available November 29th in Founders Hall or call either 
Julie at 762-3624 or Al at 762-1734. 

Saturday, December  5th: Hanging of the Greens at 9:30 a.m. in the Sanctuary. 

Sundays, December  6th &  13th: ELCA Good Gifts (see Visitor pages 6 & 8.) 

Sunday, December  6th: LYO Pastabilities (see Visitor page 3.) 

Monday, December  7th: Trinity’s Blood Drive from 2:30—6:00 p.m.  Sign up to 
donate blood in Founders Hall between services or contact Judy Rullman 
at 762-5173. 

Saturday, December  12th: Habitat for Humanity/Thrivent Builds (see Visitor 
page 8.) 

Sunday, December  13th: Trinity Feeds the Hungry at 6:00 p.m. Trinity will be 
serving dinner at the Hope UCC Mealsite. Hope UCC is located on 41st 
street in Moline. Theresa Scott will be receiving donation sign-ups dur-
ing the month of November. You may see her at church or contact her at 
door24@mchsi.com. Theresa would also be glad to talk with you about 
Trinity's Hunger Ministry team. 

Monday, December  14th: Prayer Shawl meets in the lounge at 10:30 a.m.  
Don’ t knit or crochet, but still interested?  Come and we’ ll show you.  

Tuesday, December  15th: Trinity Supper Club meets in Founders Hall at 5:30 
p.m.  Tickets are $7.00 and may be purchased in Founders Hall between 
services on December 6th & 13th. 

Tr inity Church 
Men’s Advent 
Breakfasts for 

All Tr inity Men 
“ The Tradition 

Continues”  
�

Starts: Saturday, November  28th , the 1st 
Saturday after Thanksgiving. 

Continues on Saturdays: 

December  5th , 12th , and 19th . 
A gathering of men of Trinity as we eat, 
worship and enjoy the fellowship with 

Trinity men and other ELCA men as we 
prepare during Advent for the coming of 

Jesus at Christmas. 

No reservation is needed. 

We meet in Founder ’s Hall. 

Coffee served by 7:30 a.m. gather ing 
time. 

Churchmen’s traditional breakfast is at 
8:00 a.m. 

Worship at 8:30 in the Chapel  

led by a different Pastor  each week 

Finished by 9:00 
A free will offering covers our breakfast 

costs. 
We welcome “First Timers” : men of all 

ages. 
Our expert Churchmen cooks are waiting 

to serve you. 
If you have a guest for the weekend, bring 

him also. 
Come. We are looking forward to your 

fellowship with us. 

Jim Scott, for the Trinity Churchmen. 

Advent and Holiday Events 
 

Wednesdays, December  2nd, 9th, 16th, &  23rd: Advent Midweek Worship 
at 6:30 p.m. Advent Midweek Fellowship & Service Projects at 7:15 p.m. 
(see Visitor page 14.) 

Saturdays in Advent: Men’s Advent Breakfasts 8:00 a.m. (see this page.) 

Sunday, December  13: Christmas Caroling  6:00—8:30 p.m. (watch for 
details next week in the Holiday Visitor.) 

Thursday, December  24: Christmas Eve Services                                           
4:00  Family Worship “ And a little child shall lead them…”                    
6:30  Caroling Service                                                                               
9:30  Hymn Sing                                                                                           
10:00 Candlelight Service                                                                          
(Details in next week’s Holiday Visitor.) 

January 4th &  5th: Blessed Beginnings Epiphany Programs 6:30 p.m. 
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1—Andrew Bartels, 
Josephine Pulford 
2—Tyler Brown, Anthony 
Campbell, Olof Johnson, 
Scott Sandberg, Sharon 
Winters, Janet Woods 
3—Annette Beechamp, 
Kayla Kauzlarich, Tammy 
Mendoza, Cindy Ribbeck, 
Kenneth Roehrs, Robert 
Schluter 
4—Marlis Beechamp, 
Sydney Hoepfner, Kay 
Linney, Sonia Nimrick 
5—Brittany Blackwood, 
Suzanne Buckles, Carol 
Burns, Barbara Herrarte, 
Kelsey Malmstead, Miranda 
Mendoza, Rose Pettifer, 
Theresa Scott 
6—Andrew Barnes, Vicki 
Corners, Reid Giovanine, 
Deborah Lerschen, John Wils 
7—William Cleaver, Merritt 
Johnson, Heidi Schickel 
8—Susan Basala, Ashley 
DeVolder, Ron Tiedge, Jon 
Walker 
9—William Averill, Jennifer 
Roth 

10—Terrill Baner, Laura 
Ford, Henry Martin 
11—Robert Ingelson, Gracie 
James, Anthony Lampasona, 
Terri Schickel 
12—James Lohr, Jane 
Oakleaf, Ashley Rollick, Bill 
Ruggeberg, Sheryl Thomas 
13—Linda Kiddoo, Ashton 
Lee, Megan Tedell 
14—Linda Carson, Kathy 
Foslien, Spencer Roemer 

15—Molly Hankins 
16—Zack Bartels, Curtis 
Carlson, Jennifer Knuth, 
Diane Sommers, Todd 
Strother 
17—Britt Bartels, Kane 
Hansen, Lily Lindbeck, 
Steven VanSpeybroeck 
18—Stephanie Eckhardt, 
Kenneth Gellerstedt, Elvera 
Lawson, Steward Lyman, 
Patricia Malmstead, Elise 
Schilb 
19—Christopher Hartley, 
Heather Schmidt 
20—Darrell Good, Coen 
Kilcullen, Madeline Peterson, 

Alan Struss 
21—Brian Altenbaumer, 
Rachael Barnes, Donna 
Mann, Bennett Welser 

22—Happy Birthday! 
23—Chris Anderson, Kevin 
Klundt, Mark Ribbeck 
24—Adam Dawson, Nicole 
Doherty, Linda Huys, Thomas 
Lazenby 
25—Shirley Bengston, Carole 
Bloeser, Donavon Nelson 
26—Gregory Boden, Jack 
Roemer 
27—Andrew Knox, Leigh 
Olson, Barbara Steigman, 
Sara Wildermuth 
28—Mary Kruse, Mary Gail 
Laverenz, Ayden McCabe, 
Kathie Womack, Blake York 
29—Cameron Beek, Jean 
Bergland, Sandra Hansen, 
Barbara Lamon 

30—Christy Hansen 
31—Sean Doherty, Marc 
Griffin, Becky Grimes 

Coming soon to our library: 

Jesus, the Bible and 
Homosexuality: Explode the 
Myths, Heal the Church 

This book by Jack Rogers, 
an emeritus professor of 
theology at San Francisco 
Theological Seminary and a 
national leader of the 
Presbyterian Church (USA), 
provides a historical 
perspective on the issue 
dividing our churches. 

Rogers sets forth sound 
principles of Bible 
interpretation, then applies 

them to passages of 
Scripture that touch on 
homosexuality. The book is 
both compassionate and 
serious about Scripture, 
written by a man who 
changed his mind after 
careful study. 

The TLC Book Club meets 
again on December 15th at 
noon in the lounge to 
discuss “The Best Little 
Christmas Pageant Ever”  by 
Barbara Robinson. 
The Good Book Club meets 
January 25th at 7:00 pm in 

the lounge to discuss “The 
Alchemist”  by Paulo 
Coelho. 

 Join any of the discussion 
groups.  We enjoy 
welcoming new members! 

 Library Lines are written 
by volunteers from Trinity 
Church.  A review of 
anything from our church’s 
library, including videos, is 
welcome.  The sign-up sheet 
is in the library next to the 
computer. Reviews from the 
children’s and youth 
sections are also welcome. 
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Join us for Advent midweek 
worship featuring the Holden 
Evening Prayer Liturgy, a 
favorite of our congregation. 
Then follow that up with a 
time of fellowship in 
Founder's Hall while we work 
together on simple and 
effective service projects. This 
year, our pastors will present 
their Advent messages with 
the theme of "Waiting" from 
the perspective of four 
characters. All services begin 
at 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary. 

 

 

December 2nd:  Pastor 
Laura's "Elizabeth" (mother 
of John the Baptist) 
Member Care leads us in 
creating Christmas 
decorations by recycling old 
Christmas cards. 

 
December 9th:   Pastor 
Larry's "Abraham" (father of 
many nations) 
Children's Education 
Ministry team lead us in 
making gifts of Cookies in a 
Jar. 

 

 

December 16th:  Pastor 
Laura's "Katie" (wife of 
Martin Luther) 
Social Action leads us in tying 
fleece blankets for Winnie's 
Place 

 
December 23rd: Pastor Larry's 
"Joseph" (earthly father of 
Jesus) 
Adult Spiritual Formation 
Ministry Team leads us in 
sending Christmas Cards to the 
Rock Island County Jail. 
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